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A SHORT 
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O F T H E 



A U T H O R's LIFE. 

MAjor-General GORDONwtksKt birth 
the eldeft fon oi Alexander Gordon]^^ "^ 
of Achintoul, one of the fenators of the 
college of jufticc, in the reign of King 
James VII. by his wife, Ifibel Gray, daugh- 
ter to Gray of Braik, brother to Lora 
Gray; and was born the 17th o? Decem- 
ber 1669. ^ 

His grandfather, George Gordon of 
Cocklarachie was tv%^icc married: by his firft 
wife, a daughter o£ Seaton of ^itmeddcJh he 
had two fons, Alexander (our Author's fa- 
ther) and James J the prcdeceflTor of Gordon 
o^ jlrdniellie. By his fccond wife, a daugh- 
ter o£ Fra/er of Thilorth^ (the pfedeccflbr 
• ' a 2 " of 



iv The Author'/ Life. 

of Lord Salton) he had another (on ; of 
whom, Gordon of Cocklarachie is defcended. 
He purchafcd the eftate of ^chintoulj ind 
gave it to Alexander his eldcft fon. 

How (bon our Author was of a proper 

age, he was put to a country fchool, where 

He is fcnt he continued till he was fourteen, when his 

father fent him to Tarts to profecute his 

ftudics. He continued there till after the 

Enters revolution in 1 688, when he gave way to 

roilita^^s ^^^ natural bent of his genius, by entering 

a Cadet, himfclf a Cadet in one of the companies 

raifcd at the defire of King James VU. to 

afllft the French King in the wars he then 

had in Catalonia *. In this fervicc he carried 

a mulkct two campaigns, and behaved fo 

well, that he was generally cfteemed by all 

who knew him : on his return, he had a 

Captain's 

* In thcfc companies there wprc beiides our Author a 
great many other Scots gentlemen, among whom were, the 
late Major Buchan of Achmacoy^ Colonel Irvine fon to Irvine 
of Cultsy Robert Arbuthnot afterwards banker at Paris^ John 
Gray of Aberdeen^ Colonel Wauchop of the family oi Nydrie 
and -; Gram fon to Gralm of Braco, who afterwards be- 
came a capuchin, was well known by the name of Father 
Crainit and pnly died laft year at Botihgne in France, 
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Captain's commiffion befto.wcd on him by Lewis 

Lewis XIV. makeshim 

^ a Captain, 

He did not continue long in xhc French 

lervice, but came over to Scotland and lived He rctarw 

with his father till the year 1692 or i^93> wf^but 

when he again went abroad ; and the firft ^^•^*"* 

accounts of him were from Rujfta. 

Here he foon got acquainted with 
Lieutenant-general Patrick Gordon oi Ach^ 
leuchries, then General in chief of all the 
Rujfian forces, who introduced him to the 
Czar. Tho' 'the General was always his 
faft friend, his future preferment was not 
intirely owing to his intereft : his firft com- upon 
miflion in the Ruffian fervice, was beftowed ^^^'^ ^ 
upon him in a way which does honour to got his firft 
the memory of Teter the Great. Soon on'^in the 
after his arrival in Ruffia he was invited ^"-^'''' 
to a marriage, where a good many young 
gentlemen of the beft families in the coun- 
try were prefent. Few nations are fond of 
foreigners ; and the Ruffians in particular, 
are too apt to defpife them. When thefc 
gentlemen were warm wjth tJbcir liquor, 

fome 
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(bme of them fpokc very difrefpeftfuUy of 
foreigners in general, and of the Scots in 
particular ; ^ they even went the length of 
perfonal abufe. Mr. Gordon^ who to his 
laft hour had a ftrong paffion for his coun- 
try, could not hear it abufed by any body, 
without refenting the infult. He modeftly 
reprefented to them the injufticc of fuch in- 

difcriaiinate fatire, acknowledged there 

were bad, but infifted there were alfo good 

men in all countries, begged, they would 

not lay him under the difegreeaWe necefTity 
of quarrelling with them, by enlarging fur- 
ther on fuch a gfatingjubjeft ; and told 

them, that it was unworthy gentlemen to 
be influenced by vulgar prejudices. The 
mildnefs of his reproof, like oil poured upon 
the fire, only ferved to inftame thefe brave 
fellows, who exclaimed againft foreigners 
and Scotland^ 'more than ever. When he 
could bear their infolence no longer, he 
gave the one who fat next to him a blow 
on the tdmple, which brought him on the 
floor; in an inftant, he and other five were 
upon Mr. Gordon^ and feemed determined to 
make him fall a viftim to their national pre- 
judice ; 
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judicc ; but our Author not in the leaft inti- ®«*^ ^ 
midated by their number, in a few minutes 
obliged them to retreat, and had the glory 
of the viftory in this very unequal combat, 
Tho' they ufed no other weapons but their 
fifts, Mr. Gordon s were (6 weighty, andbc- 
ftowed with fo good will, that his antago- 
nifts bore the marks of them for feveral 
weeks. Next day a complaint was given a com- 
in to Czar Teter. wherein Mr. Gordon wasP^"''^ 8^ 

' ' • VCD in to 

reprefented in the worft light imaginable, the Czar, 
His majefty thought it a Tery fihgular thing 
to have a complaint of this nature brought 
before him, when attended with fuch dif- 
graceful circumftances on the part of the 
complainers; he therefore, immediately or- 
dered Mr. Gordon to be fent for: our Au- 
thor, tho' np man was lefs a coward, owned 
that this meffage made him tremble ; how* 
ever, as it behoved to be obeyed, heinftantly 
waited on the Czar, who putting on a very 
ftern countenance, afkcd him how he came 
to be fo turbulent, and whether the charge 
brought againft him was juft? Mr. Gordon 
told his majefty the occafion of the quarrel 
with fo much ingenuity, fpoke fo modeftly 

of 
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of his own behaviour, and feemed fo ferry 
to have incurred the Czar's difpleafure, that 
the affair ended in a manner quite contrary 
to the expeftations of his enemies. The 
Czar, after hearing him very patiently, faid> 
who < Well, Sir, your accufers have done you 
Mr. Gar^^ jufticc, by allowing that you beat fix men: 

this, he withdrew, and in a few minutes 
returned with a Major's commiffion, which 
he prefented to Mn Gordon with his own 
hand. This anecdote of our Author's hi- 
ftory he.once told, and we believe, never 
but once; not out of vanity, for no man 
had a larger ihare of ' modefty, but in an 
accidental converfation on the fiercenefs of 
the Czar's difpofidon, and how much his 
difpleafure was dreaded by his greateft fiib- 
jefts. 

The favours of the great can never have 
an ill cffeft, but upon fhallow and ignoble 
minds, when judicioufly beftowed, as in 
the prefent cafe, they anfwer the noblcft 
purpofes; and we are perluaded, this early 
mark of the Czar's favour, laid in our 

Author 
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Author the foundation of that cftcem and 
veneration which he continued to have for 

Teter the Great to the laft hour of his life; 

« 

arid was a noble incitement to that bravery 
and intrepidity which fo greatly diftinguifh- 
ed his after conduft. 

The Czar, who was. well acquainted 
with the ' eharafter of every officer ivho 
cpmmandcd under him, (bon difcovered that 
his favour had not been ill beftowcd upon hc gets a 
Major Gordon^ and a few months thereafter L«cutc- 

^ ^ ' ^ nant-coIo« 

made him a Licutenaijt-colonel. He had ncl's com- 
fcarce been three years in his fcrvlcc when ^nd^ aftcri. 
i lie got the command of a regiment, ^*^.^* * 

• ° ^ regiment. 

I He was prefent at the taking of .^//;^23 
from thc7«r^j in i6o(5, and had frequent ^^"^^^^^^c 

. , I rr' mi taking of 

encounters with .the Tartars. The troops jfiph in 
' mxder his command, animated by his ex-^^ • 
I ample, and inured to a ftri<ft tho' not a 
fevere difcipline, \^cere amongft tjic firfl; in 
the Ruffian army who diftinguiflied them- 
felves in the field, and exprcfled a juft con- 
cern for the honour of their country ; which 
Vol. L ' b Charles 
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Charles XII. had not only invaded, but 
affcAed to treat with (o much contempt. 

His mar- In the year 1699 or 1706, he married 
his friend General Tatrick Gordon % daugh- 
ter, then the widow of Colonel Strashurgh^ 
a German ; by whom he had (everal chil- 
dren, who all died in their infancy. 

Is taken jj£ ^^s taken prifoner at the battle of 

pnioncr at r • n r 

the battle iVjrz;^, and lent into Sweden^ where he 
• arva.^^^ detained for feveral years. No argu- 
ments could prevail upon the Czar to allow 
his lady, or indeed the ladies of any other 
foreign officers to repair to them : perhaps 
he thought that detaining in his power fuch 
dear pledges, was the ftrongeft fecurity he 
could have of their attachment to his intc- 
reft and fervice. 

isrclcafcd Co L o N E L Gordon was at laft exchanged 
yafycarj'with Einjhild^ a Swedijh Colonel, whom 
confine. ^^ Ruffians had taken prifoner in Livonia. 

mcnt, and ^ , r» i • • i i n 

made a A few days after he joined the Ruffian army, 

ncrir^^" ^^^ ^^^^ advanced him to the rank of a 

Brigadier, and foon thereafter made him a 

Major-general. 

As 
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As the Czar had great confidence in Ge- 
neral Gordons conduA and bravery, he 
generally pitched upon him to go on the 
mofl: hazardous exploits. Soon after his 
arrival from his Swedijh confinement an oc- 
cafion of that kind offered, when Charles 
XII. was to crofs the Dijhaj in order to 
join the Hettman Mazepa. Teter, who is f«it by 
was determined to difpute this pafs warmly, on a very 
ordered General Gordon, on the head of a '^^"'■^^"* 

' exploit. 

battalion of grenadiers, three regiments of 
foot, and four regiments of dragoons, with 
eight field-pieces, to oppofe his paiTage over 
the river. As preventing the Swedes to 
crofs this river, feemed of the laft import- 
ance to the Ruffians J General Gordon, with 
the officers and foldiers under his command, 
went chearfuUy on ; determined to make a 
refolutc defence. He came up with the c- ^j^^ j^j^ 
nemV on the 21ft o£ Othber 1708, znAofSnv^c^^n 

. n • 1 1 r» I 1 attempts 

about fix at night the bnvedes attempted to to crofs 
crofs the river on floats of trees, which anj^f^''' 
they had prepared for that purpofe, but warmly 
were often beat back by General Gordon's byCencral 
detachment. The firing continued on both ^'"'^''^^ 
fidds without intcrmifllon, till eleven o'clock, 
b 2 when 
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when the Ruffiaiu ammunition was entirely 
fpcnt. The General had fent feveral adju- 
tants to the main army, which lay at a' 
pkce called Veroiuich^ about fcvcn leagues 
diftant, defiring a freflx fupply ; but not a 
The Ruf- pound was fent him. At laft, to his great 
jians oh^ mortification, he received an order from 

Jigcd to ' 

retreat. Marflial Sheremetoffy to retreat and draw 
off the troops in the befl: manner he could. 
Notwithftartding the darknefs of the night, 
and the clofe fire of the enemy, he carried 
off the artillery and wounded men. In this 
aftion, the Rujfians had about eight hun- 
dred killed, and nine hundred wounded. 
The Sivedes were computed to h^ve loft a- 
bout two thoufand. The General imputed 
his not having a fupply of ammunition fent 
him, to Prince Menzekoff^ who had a pique 
againft him;' and perhaps intended by this, 
to ruin him in the efteem of the Czar: 
however, his fcheme had not the defired 
fucccfs ; for his majefty, abundantly fttif- 
fied that General Gordon had done his duty 
as a brave oiEcer, never once infinuated the 
leaft fufpicion of his conduft op that occa- 
fipn. 

It 
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It was hardly poffible that two cha-Acontraft 

betwixt 

rafters fo oppofite as thofe ofMenzekojffpnncc 
and General Gordon could live in good^^i-^^* 
terms with one aaother : the one a defign- General 
ing (ycophant, praftifed in the low arts , of 
cunning and diffimulation ; no Icfs diftin-i 
guifhed for his infolcnce to his inferiors, 
than his abjeft cringing to his fuperiors; 
raifed from obfcurity by the favour of his 
fovcreign, not on account of the rcftitude 
of his principles, but entirely for the quick- 
nefs of his parts, and his fitnefs for being 
the tool of an arbitrary Prince. The o- 
therj brave and open, born a gentleman, 
unfkilled in the arts of courtiers, raifed by 
his merit, and refpeftcd for his good beha- 
viour. 

Sometime before the battle of ^/f/- General 
tawa. General Gordon was fent into To- Gordon is 

lent into 

land^ along with General Goltz and Vrincc Poland^ 
Guiitzen^ to oppofc the Sivedijh army com- 
manded by General CraJ/ow, and the Toles 
aftd Litbuaniam in the intercft ofStaaiJlaus^ 
The Ruffian Generals had a body of about 
teft thoufan^ nien, and came up with the 

Toles 
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IPoles at a place called Todkamieny in Black- 
Ruffia^ where an engagement enfued, in 
which the Rufians had the viftory, Oa 
this defeat of the Tolesj King Stanijlaus and 
General Craffow with the troops under their 
command, marched back into Great To^ 
land: General Goltz purfued them till he 
joined the Crown-generals at Limberg; 
Prince Galitzen was recalled to his com- 
mand of the guards ; and General Gordon 
where be had the command of the infantry. He re- 
▼craT'ad- ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ country a confiderablc time, 
Tantagcs and obtained feveral advantages over the e- 
encmy. ncmy ; for the particulars whereof, we re- 
fer to the VIII. and IX. books ot the 
cnfuing hiftory : only, it may be here ob- 
ferved, that he brought to Scotland with him 
feveral ftandards and military trophies, which 
he had taken at different times from the 
Toles. 

Is fcnt to ^^ ^^^ afterwards fent into Tranjylva^ 

affift nia^ to affift Prince Ragotjkj againft the 

I9tjfy. houfe of] Aufirla^ where his fervice was fo 

agreeable to that Prince, that he made him 

confiderablc prefents; amongft others, fe* 

vcral 
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veral tonS of the ht^ Tokay wine; (bmc 
hogfheads of which he brought to Scotland. 

On his return to Toland from Tran/ylva- q^^^^ 
nia in 171 1, he got account of his father's count rf 
death, (which had happened the preceeding death, and 
year) whereupon he applied to court for a ^^^^ 
permiffion to leave the Rujffian fervice, in-fcnricc. 
tending to return to his native country with 
his lady, and take poffeffion of his paternal 
cftate. Which permiffion having obtained, 
under the hand of Prince Menzekoff^ he left 
Poland (after delivering over the troops 
to the officer who fucceeded him in com- 
mand) and came down to Dantztck^ from 
thence to Holland^ where he took pafTagc . . 
for England^ and arrived at Harwich m England^ 
September lyii. 

As he had now no further thoughts of scufcs mi 
going abroad, foon after his arrival in Scot-]!^ ^^ 
land^ he caufed make an addition to his land, 
houfe of Achintoul; and in 171 2 purchafed 
the barony of Laithers in Aberdeen/hire. 

He refided fometimes ztAberdeen^ fbme- 
times at Edinburgh^ till the year 171 5, 

when 
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Is cdn- when the troubles of his country broke 
the rebel- out, in which he was concerned, and aftcd 
1*001715. ^g Lieutenant-general under the Earl of 
Mar. In that ftation he commanded the 
highland clans at Sher'tffniuir ; and any ad- 
vantage they had over the King's troops, 
was generally attributed to his Ikill and con- 
dua. 

Condufts When the rebel army broke up from 
the clans Terth, he condufted the clans along ihc 
dcen. coaft to ^berdeeHy and from that place ftill 
further north, without fufFering them to 
commit any injury or depredation in the 
towns or countries through which they 
paffed. This retreat may be reckoned a- 
mohgft the cleareft proofs of his military 
fkill : for, how difficult muft it be to re- 
ftrain undifciplined troops, efpecially on a 
retreat, and when they know themfclves 
already obnoxious to the laws of their 
country in the highcft degree. The inha- 
bitants of thofe parts through which he 
marched, have ftill a great veneration for 
his memory. 

General 
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General Gordon was included amon^fl ^^ atr^int- 
otherswho were attaintcd'of treafon for be- wrong 
ing concerned in that rebellion; but cfcaped ^^".^^^'^^IJ" 
by a mifnomer in the aft of attainder, being ^^^^^^ 
.defigned by the name oi Thomas inftead of 
Alexander^ which favcd his life and for- 
tune. He^ kept private in the highlands 
and adjacent iflcs, till the year .1717, \then 
he went to France with the late Mar- 
quis of Seaforthy where he continued till 
1727. 

In 1724 ha was offered a Lieutenant- ^^5^"^" * 
general's commiflion in the Spanif) fcrvice, nant-gcnc- 
which he declined, chufmg rather to return rolj^o^Tn 
to his own country, and fpend the reft of the Spa- 
his days in retirement, when he fhould in- vice. 
dine to leave France. 



to 
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From 1727 that he returned to iVc//- Rcturrts 
tand till 1739, when his lady died, he en-'^ 
joyed all the happincfs that refults from a 
country retirement, an agreeable neighbour- 
hood and univerfal refpeft. 

Vol, I. c SojViE- 
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Hisfccond Sometime after his lady^s death, he 
>narnagc, ^^^^j-j-j^j j.^ j^jg fecond wife Mrs. Margaret 

MoncrieJ^ eldeft daughter to Sir Thomas 
Moncrief of that ilk ; with whom he lived 
anddeath. very happily till the endof^^/y 1752, when 
he died in the Sid year of his age, of a tedious 
illnefs occafioned by the^ftranguary and gra- 
vel. He was buried on the $th o£ ^uguji 
in his father's burial-place at Marnoch-kirk; 
and left no ifluc by any of his wives. 

His cha- He was diftinguifhed for probity, bene- 
volencc, and hmplicity or manners, mvan- 
ablein his friendfhips, generous and fecon- 
^ cileable to his enemies, a hofpitablc neigh- 
bour, and a moft indulgent hufband. To 
fum up his cbaraftcr in a few words, he was 
a good foldier, and an honeft man, 

F6 R feveral yearS before his death, he 
amufed himfclf at leifure hours, by writing 
the enfuing Hiftory, whick he brings down 
to the death of Teter the Great. During 
the moft remarkable period of that Prince's 
feign, he was in the country he writes of, 

and 
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wd often prefent at the fcencs he defcribcs. 
After he returned to Scotland^ he kept a 
correfpondencc witli fome gentlemen in th^ 
Czar's fervice, which, with the public nq^^ 
tices o? affairs in Rufta^ gave him fufficient . 
knowledge how things went after he left 
it. 

As his military genius difcovered itfelf An apcJo- 
very early, it entirely diverted him from the f^^^^ * 
ftudy of polite literature ; and his having 
fpent fo much of his time in foreign coun- 
tries, at the period of life when elegance 
and cdrreftnefs of ftyle may be moft eafily 
acquired, will, we hope, have fome weight 
with thofe who might otherway$ be dif- 
pofed to criticife upon his language; It will 
be unriecc/Tary for fuch to tell the public, 
that the Author of theHiftory of Teter the 
Great was no fcholar ; that his ftyle is un- 
aidorned with the flowers of rhetoric, and 
his periods not harmonious ; all this he mo- 
deftly acknowledges : veracity and a plain 
narration of fafts, is all he pretends to, 
Thofe who knew him will not doubt of his 
probity ; thofe who knew him hot, we are 
c z pcrfuadcd 
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Perhaps not a few will condemn mc 
for attempting this work, after fcveral ac- 
counts of Rufiay and even of Teler the 
Great, had been publifhed by others. To 
this I fhaii only reply, that fome of thefe 
, ' authors have been too general in their ac- 
counts of this Prince's military exploits, and 
have filled up their books with manifcftos, 
declarations, ^c. Others have mifrepre- 
fented him, given a very untrue account of 
the number of his troops, and afligned mo- 
tives for his conduft, which never exifted 
but in their own imaginations, I was 
cither prefent at the moft remark;^bIe tranf- 
aftions mentioned in the enfuing Hiftory, or 
had my information from thofe who were, 
and who I had all the reafon in the world 
to believe, would not have impofed upon *ne ; 
and the reader will give me leave to fay, 
that I have had a ftrift regard to truth, 
throughout the whole. 

I have fpent a great many leifure hours 
very agreeably in compiling this Hiftory ; 
tiie motives which induced me to undertake 
it, are of little importance to the public : 

I 
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I (hall only obfcrve, that no man who was 
acquainted with the civiF and military ftatc 
of RajfiUy in Czar Tcters minority, and 
was a witnefs of the almoft incredible re- 
formation which he introduced in both, 
could think with indifference of him, or the 
great change which he almoft inftantane- 
oufly made upon a barbarous and uncivi- 
lized people. . ^ 

This was long the fubjeft of convcrfa- 
tion over all Europe ; and every tongue did 
juftlce to the Czar's extraordinary merit: . 
what was fo univerfally applauded by his 
contemporaries, t^ill certainly meet with the 
approbation of fucceeding ages; and it is to 
be hoped^ his example will induce princes 
yet unborn, to make the happinefs oF their 
fubjefts the great rule of their conduft. ' 
Hisfuccefs invites them; and may the like, 
or better, always, attend them in fuch noble 
attempts ! Nor is fuch an example without 
its' ufes to the bulk of mankind: the infinite 
hazards he run, and the fatigues he under- 
went in accompliftiing his great and good 
defigns, may excite people in lower ftations, t. 

to 
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to the diligent praftice of thofe duties which 
they owe to their countries, to their fami- 
lies, and to themfelves. 

I have endeavoured to do juftice to the 
Czar's perfonal charafter ; neither magnify- 
ing his virtues, nor attempting to conceal 
his foibles; he has a juft title to the allow- 
ances due to human nature: if the reader 
grant this, I need fcarcc plead for thofe 
ufually made to thofe "in fuch exalted ftati- 
ons, 

Wi T H the fame impartiality 1 have fpoken 
of theEmprefs J^^/^^r/W; a character, u- 
pon the whole, as extraordinary as any to 
be found in antient or modern ftory. 
Some writers have perhaps exceeded in her 
praife; others have wrote of her as if they 
envied her great qualities, and feem to have 
had an ill-natured pleafure In narrating the; 
meannefs of her original : I cainnot compte- 
hend what could draw from Mr. de Voltaire 
fuch uncharitable expreflions, as that, poe. 
. had none of the virtues of her fexy or that 
f:>e was a 'woman fans pudeur: fhe had a 

greatnefs 
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grcatncfs of foul, a ftrength of judgment, 
and an equanimity of temper, rarely to be 
found in her own or the other fex ; and 
had Mx.de Voltaire inftead of the virtues 
faid the iveaknejfes of her (ex, his account 
had been lefs exceptionable. The Czar, 
who was a good judge, and much above 
vulgar prejudices, was well fatisfied of her 
merit, and ready upon all occafions to ac- 
knowledge it. 

« 

Perhaps fome people may imagine 
that I have exagerate in the account of the 
natural riches, and plenty of the country ; 
in general I have not : tho' it may be here 
obferved that the OJliacksy the Samoides, 
and others in the northern parts of the 
Czar's dominions, are really a very poor 
and wretched people; they have neither 
bread, roots, nor herbs, but live upon dried 
fifh, which they dip in train-oil They 
make a very defpicable appearance, both 
men and women, and are as rude in their 
manners as in their looks and way of li- 
ving. Notwithftanding all this, their de- 
fircs are fo moderate, that they feem to be 

Vol. I. d - tolerably 
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tolerably happy; and when I call them 
foor zxidc'wretchedy it is only on a compara- 
tive view of their fituation with that of o- 
thers of the human fpecies. Their religion 
till of late years, was of a very fhocking 
kind; their deity, a mifhapen block of 
wood, with very little refemblance of a 
man : this deity they thought to make pro- 
pitious to them by rubbing its lips with 
grcafe, which they always did before they 
» went a-filhing; and if they had bad fuccefs, 
the idol got a whipping on their return. 
While we pity the ftupidity of thefc poor 
wretches, and wonder at their impliety in 
whipping the deity they adored, we ought 
to confidcr, that prefumptuoufly to offend 
a Being whom we know to be infinitely 
powerful, and to find fault with a Provi- 
dence which we acknowledge cannot err, 
is no lefs impious and abfurd. In the year 
171 3 and 1 714, there were above five 
thoufand of the OJliacks converted to the 
Chrifl:ian faith, by the pious labours of a 
good Archbilhop, who met with great op- 
pofition from their idolatrous priefts. This 
venerable prelate was at laft obliged to leave 

the 
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the country on account of his great age 
and thccoldncfs of the climate; but it is to 
•be hoped, that others will carry on what he 
has fo happily begun. 

I have not been To full on fomc particu- 
lars, as more inquifitive and learned writers * 
have been ; and many public , papers are 
piirpofely omitted, having refolved to be as 
brief as wasconfiftent with perfpicuity. 

Perhaps it will be objefted to fihis 
Hiftory, that the fcenes it defcribes are long 
fince over, and that they were at too great 
a diftance to be very interefting to Britijh ^ ' 
readers : to this it may be anfwered, that 
thegreatnefs and Angularity of this Prince's 
genius, fets him on a footing with the moft 
celebrated heroes of antiquity, and muft 
render the accounts of his conduft intercft- , 
irig to lateft pofterity ; and, that tlie Hiftory 
of a Prince who had the greatnefs of foul 
to travel into England^ and other foreign 
countries, in the ftation of a private man, 
to acquire the ufcful knowledge of making 
millions of people wifer and happier, can 
d 2 fcarce 
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Icarcc be fuppofed indifferent to the lovers 
of mankind ; not to mention that through 
the whole of his life he was a warm friend 
to the intercffe of Great Britain^ 

I am very fenfiblc that the ftyle of the 
cnfuing york lies open to criticifm ; but the 
good-natured reader will be pleafed to con- 
fider, that the writer was a foldier, who 
fpent the earlier part of his life in foreign 
countries, and in too bufy fcencs to be at 
leifure to attend to the niceties of language. 
I did not defign to drefs out a poetical hero; 
neither the charafter nor the conduft of. 
Teter theGrfeat ftand in need of pompous 
language to fet them off; a true narration 
of fafts is very confident with a plain ftylc, 
find that is all I pretend to. 
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O P 

TETEJt the GREAZScc. 

BOOK I. 
The Hijiory of Kv %si K. 

AS the reign of Peter the Great isBook 
diftinguiihcd by many remarkable e- i. 
vents, fcarce to be equalled in the annals of v>-r>s.* 
former ages, it may be ncceffary to give a introduce 
Ihort abridgment of the Rujfian hiftory from *^* 
the foundation of that monarchy, to this ' 
time. A general account of its ftrength, riches 
and extent, will prepare the reader's mind for 
the belief of fafts, which, without fuch pre- 
vious notice, might appear quite incredible. 

The little knowledge that the moft part of 
Europe had of thefe" north-eaft nations before 
this period, has occafioned fbme authors, 
not only to reprefent the hiftory of this great 
empire as uncertain and obfcure, but alfo 
to diminifh the glorious adions of Teter I. 

But if the impartial reader confider with 
attention, the fituation and vaft extent of this 

Vol. I. . a . vaft 
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Book vaft empire, its ftrcngth and riches, the warlike 
I. difpofition of the inhabitants, and the great 
^•y->r>^ fubmiffion' its different nations bear to their 
lawful fovereign, he will be eafily perfuaded 
that it might always have been capable, when 
^' ' rightly governed, not only to have topped with 
its neighbours, but to have enlarged its terri- 
tories : though it muft be owned, few princes 
4iave been equal to fuch vaft undertakings, 
as thofe contained in the following flieets. 

Its extent. The Rujfian empire is at prefent fully as 
extcnfive as all the reft of Europe^ being fitu- 
ated between the 23d and 125th degree of 
eaft longitude, and the 45th and 71ft of 
north latitude ; confequently, containing in 
length above, 3000 miles, and in breadth a- 
|>out 1 560; comprehending, from Ruffian 
Lapland^ adjoining to the North-Cape^ or 
near to it, all that vaft north-eaft continent 
from Sivetinofe to Holy^ ape; from thence 
fouth to the mouth of the great river Amur^ 
all thofe countries lying along the faid river 
to Argunjkoy^ the laft fortified town border- 
ing upon China : then extending fouthward 
to Silenginjkoy^ bordering upon Mongal Tar^ 
tary; thence, weft toward Samarcand^ compre- 
hending the kingdoms of Dauria, Siberia^ 
C&fan^ and Aftracan; then almoft the whole 
feptentrional fide of the Cafpian fea, com- 
prehending Derhenty Baku, &c. and the me- 
ridional from Gilan to the river OJfa ; thence 

along 
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along the Black-fea^ Afofh only- €Xccpted,JBoo K 
which now belongs to the Turks; then the L 
Doncaffocksy who inhabit the ikirts and ifles K>r\J 
of the river D6>», or Tanais : then weftward 
it includes the whole Rujfian Ukraine down 
almoft to the mouth of the Borijihenes ; and 
from thence northward, along the frontiers 
of Tolandj Lithuania and Courland^ the 
whole countries of Livonia^ Eajiland^ In^ 
gria^ and a great Part o£ Carelia; rich and* 
fertile countries, fituate on the Baltick fea ; 
from thence 'nprth again, till it joins with 
Ruffian Lapland. 

The foil of thefe vaft countries is general- its foH, 
ly good, producing plenty of all finds of 
grain ; and towards the more fouthem parts 
they have as good fruits as Italy or France 
produce. About the . city of Mofco-w^ the 
foil is fomewhat unfruitfut, being fandy* 

But it is to be confidcred, that not two 
thirds of this great empire is inhabited, oc- 
cafioned partly by the neighbourhood of the . * . 
Tartarsy whofe incurfions have been for- 
merly exceedingly troublefome to the Ruffi-^ 
ans; thofe barbarians making no account of 
faith and alliance, but profeffing the trade of 
rqbbing, carried off the people where-ever 
they could come at them, and fold them to 
the Twr^j* for^flaves: but, fince the Ruffians 
have built and fortified large towns on the 
frontiers, thefe incurfions are not fo frequent. 
A 2 Their 
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Book Their commodities for export arc; flax, 
I. hemp, hides, leather, falt-fifh, caviar, tal- 
^^^^'^'^ low, wax, honey, potTafhes, foap, train- 
duc/*^^' oil ; but efpecially fine furs, fuch as, fables, 
martins, black and white foxes, ermin, fquir- 
rels, (^c. and of late great quiantities of grain 
has been exported from B^iga^ Revely and o- 
ther ports on the Baltickj befides all man- 
ner of naval ftores. 

The Emperor of Rujfia being an abfolutc 
Prince, to whom his fubjefts are obliged to 
pay obedience without referve, he can raifc 
upon any emergency, fome hundred thpu- 
fands of men, Vaft revenues are annually 
brough^into his treafury, which accrue to 
him not only from the common taxes, but 
from* his hamg the monopoly of all the 
rich furs, and other choice commodities ex- 
ported out of his dominions : all which, as 
well as the lives and fortunes of his greateft 
fubjefts, are at his fole dilpofaL 
Defcnpd* The Rujfians are of a vigorous and healthy 
on of the conftitution, able to undergo all manner of 
^^^** hardfhips and fatigue ; obedient and fubmif- 
five to their Prince, and have become of 
late, lovers of martial difcipline: all thefe 
things make this Emperor one of the moft 
powerful Princes on earth, efpecially fince 
this vaftly extended empire, compofed of fo 
many kingdoms and great provinces, is all 
pnitcd under the fame government. 

Their 
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Their black cattle are large, and exceeding B o o k 
good ; fo are their fheep, confequently their I. 
veal and lamb: they are all fed during the v.^^v>^ 
winter-time with hay. They have plenty of 
tame fowl, fuch as, turkies, ducks, geefe, ^c. 
great variety of wild fowl, fuch as, bufards, 
capercellies, black-cocks, gilliantes, partrid- 
ges, red and grey pheafants, muir-fowl, 
woodcocks, fitipes, rails, quails, wild ducks, 
geefe, fwans; with a thoufand other kinds of 
fmall fowl. They have plenty of d.eer of 
all kinds, like wife roe j infinite numbers of 
goats, wild and tame ; with two kinds of 
hares, one a fize larger than the other, which 
they call ruflaky, and which never change 
their colour: the other kind are fuch as our 
common hares, and in the winter-time turn 
as white as fnow. They have fwine, both 
tame and wild, in great numbers; alfo wild 
horfes, hut of a fmall fize, their hair all o- 
ver the body is curled like a water-dog: 
their foxes are of different kinds and colours, 
black, white, and red : the black is the moft 
valuable. In Siberia, they have fables, mar- 
tins, ermins, fquirrels, bears, and wolves. 
Their horfes are very good and ftrong, but 
not of a large fize, few of them exceeding 
fourteen hands high, except it be fpme of 
foreign brood: they have few mules and 
affes, but plenty of dromedaries and camels i 
they have hawks of all kinds, particularly a 

white 
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Book white pnc, which is much efteemcd. The 
L Rujfians arc exceeding good falconers, and 

^-^>^^^ great lovers of fport. Though they have very 
good greyhounds, they are not as yet got 
into the way of them. They' have to the 
north of Ajlracan^ a kind of white bears, 
different in their fize and fhape, and which 
have a finer fur than the ordinary fort. 

Their fca- Their feafons are very regular and uni- 

*»»• form ; and there never was a bad crop heard 
of in that country,* from Novogrod^ to the 
more fouthern parts. Their feed-time is 
from the begirining of Auguji to the middle 
of September. From the beginning of No- 
ruembrr to the middle of March, or there- 
about, there is conftant froft andfnow, which 
in moft places is fome yards deep: their fum- 
mer grain, fuch as, barley^ oats, peafe, ^c. 
is fown from the middle o£ April, to the 
twentieth of May : their roots and herbs of 
all kinds are exceeding good. At AJiracaHy 
they have the beft melons in the world. 
They have likewifc the greateft plenty of 
honey, all over this country, of which they 
make a pleafant liquor, which is thought 
exceeding wholefome, and a good preferva* 
tive againft the gout and ftone ; diftempers 
almoft unknown in Rujfta! 

This extenfive country being moftly plain, 
except to the northward of Archangel^ the 
rivers are confequently navigable, and well 

ftored 
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ftored with exceeding fine fifh, I believe fifty Book 
kinds that are not known clfewhere: they I. 
have four kinds of fturgeon ; the beft and v.^^^^^ 
HGLoft efteeraed is called beluga, ve^y large, 
fat, and delicious: they have likewife a fifh 
called fterlet, in fhape like a fturgeon, but 
of a different fpecies and lefs fize, not above 
a yard long, but Aiore efteemed for its deli- 
cacy tlian the fturgeon. They have another 
kind of fifli called belarabetz, about the fizc 
of our largeft falmqnd, its flefh Is white and 
exceedingly efteemed : carp, pike, &ndpearch,' 
are in no great efteem: their crae-fifh are 
very large and fine ; many of them near a 
foot in length. In fhort, there is nothing 
bad in the country but the government, 
which is too defpotic: a man is neither fure 
of his life, nor can he call what he has his 
own, as all depends on the will and pleafure 
of the Prince. 

Phyfic, and confequently phyficians, were phyfic 
but of late introduced into this country : lately in- 
they made ufe of nothing, formerly butj^^^^J?^ 
fimples and plain diet, for the cure of zllja. 
their diftempers; which they found anfwer^ 
ed very well, being generally of found and 
robuft conftitutions. Their baths are of 
'great ufe to them/ both cold and hot ; which 
kft, they regularly ufe once a week, com- 
monly on Saturday. Their women are al- 
ways brought to*bed in the bagnios, which 

they ' 
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Book they eftcem very convenient and fafe, as it faci- 
I. litates the birth, and prcferves them from cold. 

^"^^^^^^ The cold bath they only life for achs and 
rheumatic pains, for which they efteem it 
the beft cure: they ordinarily jump out of 
the hot bath into the cold^ over head and 
ears, which the phyficians approve of, giv- 
ing for reafon, that it fhuts the pores all at 
©nee, and prefcrves them from harm. They 
live in this country, both men and women, 
to a great age, many of them above an 
hundred years; though temperance is by 
no means the charafteriftic of the nation. 

. origin of This great empire, as all other ftates and 

the cm. monarchies, aroie from very fmall begin- 
nings, by the bold enterprizes of fome pri- 
vate men ; being formerly divided into fmall 
kingdoms, , ftates and provinces, till the year 
848, or thereabout, that a good many of 
them were united under one body ; which 
happened after this manper. 

Three brothers, from amongft the Wagri- 
ans, or Ingnans, men of great fubftance and 
abilities, x^/z. SinauSyRurick^ and Treivor^ by 
' the afliftance of many fubftantial citizens of 
great Novogrod and Tlejkow^ undertook 
the conqueft of a great part of the country ; 
wherein they fucceeded fo well, partly by 
force, partly by compofition, that within 
the fpace of ten or twelve years, they 
brought matters fo great a length, that they 

were 
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were acknowledged (bvereigns over a great Book 
part of what is now called Rujjia. How- I. 
ever they did not govern together, but divid- ^^-^"^^^^ 
ed^ their conquefts equally : Sinaus the eldeft 
brother got for his fliare, all the countries 
about Beloj OJcra^ or Whitelake, towards 
the dutchy of Iwore: Run'ck the fecond^ 
great Novogrod^ Ingria^ and north-eaft as 
far as the white fea: the third brother Tr^- 
ivor^ the province of ^lejkow and the ad*- 
jacent lands. 

But this divifion did not fubfift long : St- is brougJit 
naus and TreivQr^ dyii^g foon after without under one 
iflue, •JR«r/V^ became foVereign of the whole. Rurick. * 
He granted great .privileges to the ^cities of 
Tlejkow and Novogrod^ for having affifted 
and contributed fo efFeftually to the com-*- 
pleating of his conquefts. 

Rurick dying full of glory, was fucceed- i^^r fcc- 
ed by his fon Igor, a warlike and fucccfsful ^"^^^^- 
Prince, who enlarged his dominions greatly 
on all fides; he eftablilhed his refidence at 
^ereajlawj which he enlarged and fortified 
after the manner of thofe times. iHe was 
at laft unfortunately killed, with a great part is killed. 
of .his army, in an ambufcade: laid for him 
by the Drulians, (a people dwelling on the 
Tanaisy where the Don Cojfacks are now), 
in his teturn from Kioiv. But his death did Qpeefi^^- 
.not pafs unpuniflicd, for his Queen, Oghi, ^^ ^cycn- 
or Olha, a Princefs of a mafculine fpirit, con- ^"^^^^^^^ 
Vol. I. B tinucd 
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Book tinued the war with fo good fuccefs, that Jfhc 
I. had very near routed out that nation: what 
v^^^^*^ remained of them fubmitted to pay her tri- 
bute. This was the origin of the Ruffian 
empire: after its converfion to the Chriftian 
faith, it greatly increafed in its power and 
dominion.* This Queen Ogla^ after ha\dng 
fettled peace and tranquillity at home, made 
an alliance with the Grecian Emperor, and 
went to Conjiantinople^ where £he was bap- 
she Is con- tized by the nzmc o£ Helena. This was. 
^h"^^h^° ^^^ iirft happy beginning of converting thofe 
flian faitb^ ^^^^^^^"s nations to the knowledge of Je- 
sus Christ, and banifhing Heathenifm 
out of Ruffia. 

Though ^the great zeal of Queen Ogla ex- 
cited many of her fubjefts to embrace the 
Chriftian faith, yet fhe had not influence 
enough to perfuade her fon Swatejlas (a 
warlike Prince) to become Chriftian : nor 
were the Ruffians generally converted till the 
year 989, that their Prince Wolodimir^ after 
he had defeated his two brothers in batde, 
married Anna^ fifter to the Grecian Empe- 
ror, Baftl IL By the good example of this 
j'lation ^ in Pri^^ce, and his confort, and other proper 
general, mcans, the whole nation embraced the Chri- 
Y'dcTiVo" ftj^n faith. To forward fo glorious an under- 
Ld!q3q. t^Wng, the Emperor J5/2/// lent from Con^an-^ 
tinop/cj feveral bilhops, and others of the 

clergy, 
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clergy, who had great pri>dlegcs, and fiiiE- 6 o o K 
cient benefices granted them. I. 

The converfion of the Rujpans^ havmg ^^r>^ 
happened after the Greek and Latin churches 
were divided, and they having received their 
firft principles from the G reeks , they to this , 
day ufe the liturgy, and.obferve the rites and 
ceremonies of that church with a great deal 
of exadnefs, ftill retaining an averfion to the 
Pope's fupremacy, though in the articles of 
faith they agree in moll points, except in 
that concerning the proceffion of the Ho l y 
Ghost ; whom neverthelefs, they believe 
to be in all refpefts ec][ual to the Father 
and the Son. , ' 

This Prince removed his refidence from 
Tereaflaw^ to a town he built on the river 
Clijhmy which he called Wolodimiry after his 
own name. He ordered a feaft to be kept 
yearly, in memory of Queen Ogla, and was 
himfelf after his death numbered amongft 
the faints, as having been the apoftle of his 
country. He left ten, fome fay twelve 
fbns, which he had by fcveral wives, before 
he became Chriftian, amongft whom he di- 
vided his extenfive dominions. They made 
cruel wars againft one another, till Gerijlaus 
got the better of all the reft. 

This Prince, who took the title of mo- Gcrl/iaup, 
narch of all RuJJta, left five fons, who by 
their divifions tore the empire to pieces, 
B 2 which 
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Book which continued fo for fome time, till Wo^ 
I. lodimir 11. united them all again, and be- 
v>^v>^ came, as his grandfather had been. Czar, or 
AVolodi- Emperor of all Rujfta^ but more abfolutc 
"^ ^' than any of his prcdeceflbrs. This Prince 
had war with the Hungarians^ &c. and be- 
came fo formidable, that the Grecian Em- 
peror courted his alliance, and acknowledg- 
ed him for Czar, 
ofiwolod. This Prince was fucceeded by his fon O//- 
ivolody who left eight fons. By their divifi- 
ons, they almoft ruined the empire: at laft, 
Grcgoric. one of them called Gregorie, by his bravery 
and conduft fubdued alj the reft. He was 
Dcmc- fucceeded by his fon Demetrius, alfo a vali- 
trius. ant Prince, who, after he had overcome the 
Toles and Tartars in,feveral battles, at laft 
unfortunately perifhed with a great part of 
his army. - 
Ccorgc. To him fucceeded his fon George, jan un- 
fortunate Prince : he was at once attacked by 
the Tartars, Toles, and knights of Livq-' 
nia; and at laft killed by the Tartars. 
Gcrcflaus Gerejlaus II. fon to Demetrius, fucceed- 
IL ed his brother George. This Prince left five 

fons. Alexander, the eldeft, who fucceeded 
him, v^as a pious, brave, and moft fuQcefs- 
ful Prince: he had the ^better of hisenemie§ 
on all fides. That he might be at a greater 
diftance from his troublefome neighbours 
the Tartars, he removed his jrefidence fron> 
- ' - / Wolodimir, 
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Wolodimir^ fo the banks of the xvrtxMoJcua^'Q 00 K 
where he built the city of Mofcow^ which L 
ftands on a pleafant, though unfruitful ^-^^•^^^^ 

plain. c^'^o?^ 

This- Prince wa^fucceedcd by his fon D^- ^Mofeow. 
vieJy who built the citadel of Mofcoiv. In Daniel, 
his reign the Toles made themfclves matters 
of Black Rujffiaj ^odolia and Kioiv; upon 
which Daniel applied to the Pope, offering 
-to fubmit his dominions to the fee o£ Rome, 
provided his holinefs would oblige the Toles 
to reftore thele countries to hirh ; but that 
it fccms the Pope could ' not. effcftuate, fo 
things continued as they were, during the 
reign of this Prince. He left five fons, 
George^ Johny &c* George fucceeded his George, 
father, but was foon after murdered by his 
coufin DemetriuSy grandfon to Gerejlaus. 
He by the afTiftance of the Tartars had dif- 
puted the fucceflion with George; bur the 
Cham, on ibme private quarrel, caufed mur- 
der him in his turn : on which, the fuccefli- 
on devolved on John, fecond brother to John. 
George. This was an exceeding pious and 
charitable Prince, during whofe reign no- 
thing remarkable happened. He left three' 
fons, Demetrius, J^h^^i ^nd^ Simon. Deme-Demad- 
trius who fucceeded him, in the beginning's, 
of his reign had wars with the Tartars of 
f^ajan and AJlracan, over whom he obtain- 
ed a notable viftory; but next jczx Tochatt 

inick ' 
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BooK;w/ViJ the great Cham marched againft him 
I. at the head of a jpowerful army, firft made 

^^^^"f^^ himfelf mafter oi IVohdimir^ then of Mo/^ 
cow ; after which he entirely routed Deme-^ 
trius. Tochatmick became fo infolent upon 
this fuccefs, that he drew upon himfelf the 
arms of TimurlanOy commonly called Tamer- 
lane^ who gave him a total overthrow, and 
took pofTeflion of his whole country. 

Bafil» Bajil the fon of Demetrius^ who had fuc- 

ceeded him, took advantage of this defeat 
of the Tartars^ and not only retook the 
towns they had feized from his. father, but 
pofTefTed himfelf of a great part of their 
country on Tamerlane s retreat; who after 
he had routed Bajazet and taken him pri- 
foner, was obliged to return to his own 
country, to quell an infurreftion that had 
happened in his abfence. 

Bafil did not live long to enjoy the fruits 
of this good fuccefs.. He had only one fon, 
(alfo called Bafit)^ whon;i judging unfit to 
govern fo great an empire, he fet afide, and 

Grcgoric, appointed his brother Gregorie to fucceed 
him. This Gregorie during his fhort reign, 
had continual wars with the ^oleSy Tartars y 
and knights of Livonia. At his death, he 
declared Bajil his nephew his fucceffor, 
though he had two fons of his own. 

Bafilil, Thefe princes were fo ill pleafed with 
their father's deftination, that they fell upon 

means 
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means to get Bafil in their power ; and that Book 
he might be (till thought unfit to govern, I. 
put out his eyes, and banifhed him to U glitz ; v.^^^^^^ 
which barbarous treatment the nation in ge- 
neral fo much refented, that even thofe who 
were in their intereft before abandoned them^ 
declared for Bafi% and brought him back to 
Mofcoiv^ where he reigned undifturbed till 
his death. 

This Prince was lucceeded by his fon John John Bafi- 
.Bafili-wick I. commonly called tlie viftori- **^**^' 
ous, on account of the great conquefts he 
obtained. This Czar, by the affiftance of 
the Grecian Emperor Emmanuel^ whofe niece 
he had married, drove the ^oles and Tar^ 
tars entirely out of Rujfiaj and coxifiderably 
enlarged his dominions : he took from ^- 
lexander Duke of Lithuania^ after defeating 
his army near the BoriJiheneSy the towns of 
DrogobuJ})j Beily and Breujko, with the 
greateft part of the dutchy of Severia: he 
fubdued likewife the dukedom of Tivere^ 
and took great 'Novogrod; from which, it is 
faid, he carried off a booty of three hundred 
cart loads of gold, filver, and other valu- 
able things. He built Ivanogrod^ a caftle 
oppofite to Narvay on the other fide the ri- 
ver of that name in Ingria. 

To this great Prince fucceeded his fon 
Gabriel^ who changed his name to that of , 
Baftl III, He took Smolenjko from theBafiim.. 

' Toks, 
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Book ^olesj and added Tlejkow to his domini- 
' I. ons ; which fince tlje days of Treivor had 
^^^^^''■^ been a free city: yet he was defeated in 
two great battles, in the one, by the Toles^ 
in the other, by the knights of the Teutonick 
order, and thofe of Liefland then united: 
on which a fifty years peace enfucd. He 
afterwards fubdued the northern provinces, 
TefarUj ^agina^ Samoedia^ and extended his 
conquefts beyond the White-fea to the river 
Conquers Q^j^ This Prince alfo made the king- 
dom of" '^^"^ ^^ Cafan fubmit and pay tribute ; to 
Cafan. which placc he fent a Viceroy, who treated 
the people with the utmoft rigour arid feve- 
rity. They made complaints to the Czar, 
Thcbha-but meeting with no redrefs, rather ftill 
bitantsbegharfher ufage, they applied to the Cham of 
from "^^the "^^^^^U^ offering the kingdom to his bro- 
cham of ther, if he would come and relieve them 
Tartary, ffQ^i the oppreffion of the Rujftans. 

The Cham did not wait for a fecond invi- 
tation, but with all expedition marched to 
their relief, with an army of an hundred 
thoufahd men: he forthwith invefted C^/f, 
and fummoned the Governor to furrender, 
who being in no condition to hold out, ha- 
^. ving enemies both without and within, ac- 
pc^ the "^^^P^^^ of the Cham's conditions; which 
Aiifuifis were, that he, together with all the Ruffians 
to retire, ^^oiX-Y in the town and country, fhould be al- 
lowed 
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lowed to retire to Mofcow with their fami- Book 
lies and efFefts. I. 

Upon this, the Cham*s brother, Sape-- v-^-w^ 
Gerai, was proclaimed King. This fuc- 
cefsful entcrprize encouraged the Cham to 
\indertake greater matters : he refolved to 
pay a vifit to the Czar at his place of refi- and at- 
dence, and marched without hirther delibe- ^^ks. *5 
ration through that vaft country, putting own domT- 
all under contribution, without meeting nions. 
with any refiftance, till he came to the river 
Occay where he refted fome few days to 
ref refh his troops, 

Sape-Gerai now King oi Cafan, after he 
had put his affairs in order, marched with The 
all the force he could raife to fupport his cham*s 
brother J he furprifed and pillaged iVr//?ith"sta 
Novogrod and Wokdimirj and joined the his affift- 
Cham, about the time he had croffed the "*«• 
Occa^ with an army of fifty thoufand men. 

The Czar, how fbon be had accounts of 
this fudden and unexpefted invaflon, caufed 
afFemble as many troops as he could poffibly The Czar 
coUeft, and ordered them to march and^^°^' ^ 
oppofe the enemy, under the command of flop their 
his General Demetrius Beil/kj, who came progrcfi ; 
up with the Tartars after they had croffed 
the Occa^ and attacked the Cham ; but it 
feems with more rcfolution than conduft, 
for tlicTartars obtained a compleat viftory ; ^|j^^ ^^^ 
and being all horfe, purfued the flying ene- feats. 

Vol. I. C my 
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B o o K my to the city of MofcoWy cutting them 

I. down, and taking prifoners in great mul- 

^^^>^"^ titudes. On this the Czar's fpirit funk to 

that degree, that he could fcarce give the 

* neceffary direftions to his brother-in-law, 

The Czar Prince Teter^ bu^^retired in all haftc to 

retires, gj.^^ Novogrodj five hundred miles to the 

, • north of Mo/cow^ accompanied only by a 

few perfons. 

The Cham attacked, and foon became 
mafter of this great city, meeting with little 
or no refiftance ; but the caftk *ftood two 
furious attacks, yet, finding themfelves in 
no condition to hold out long, they began 
to think of treating with the enemy : to 
pave the way, they fent him prefents of 
their beft and moft valuable effefts, which 
took fo well with the Cham, that he de- 
Mofe<m clared himfelf willing to conclude a peace 
capitulates ^ith the Czar, provided he would oblige 
himfelf in all time coming to be his vaflal, 
and to pay him a certain fum of money 
yearly by way of tribute. The Cham 
caufed ereft his ftatue in the great market- 
place of the city ; that every year, when he ' 
lent to receive the tribute, the Czar might 
in token of his fubmiflion, in prefence of 
A fliamc- the Tartarian envoy, fall down before it, and 

cocdudcd^ P^^^ his yaflalage. All 

'which being agreed toon the Czar's part, and 

confirmed by a writ under his hand and feal, 

the 
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the Cham left Mofcow^ and direfted his B o o K 
march homeward, carrying away a vaft L 
treafure and booty. Ky^r^ 

In his march homeward he fell fliort of 
provifions, and on his approach ta a ftrong 
town called Refan^ three hundred miles to 
the ibuth of Mofcow^ fent orders to the 
Governor to open the gates that he might The Go« 
march his troops through the town, and be^^™^^ ^^ 
furnifhed with what provifions and necefla- ftratagem, 
ries he wanted: the only anfwer the Go- 
vernor gave to his fummons was to fire upon ' 
the Tartars. The Cham fent the Governor 
a fecond fummons, defiring him to take 
care what he did, and acquainting him that 
the Czar, -his mafter, was now become his 
vaflTal ; of which if he doubted, he could 
make it appear by a writ under the Czar's 
own hand and feal. The Governor pretended * 
to be abfolutely ignorant of this, and humbly 
defiired that the Cham would be pleafed to 
let hi'm fc^e the Czar's writ to that efFeft j 
offering immediately to fubmit if it was in 
the terms reprefented. The Cham, without 
in the leaft fufpe^ling his defign, fent him 
the writing ; , of which he was no fooner 
poffefled, than he caufed fire upon the Tar^ 
tars from all quarters, and forced them to 
retire with great lofs. 

The Cham too late perceived his miftake ; 
but, it being then about the end of OHoher^ 
C 2 he. 
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B o o K he did not think it pradent, at that feafon of 
I. the year, to attack the town in form, but 

^^-^^^^ marched off in great fury, vowing to return 
in the fpring and be revenged of * the Czar 
and his cunning Governor This officer's 
name was John Korwar^ whom the Czar 
defervedly rewarded for this great fervice. 

This inglorious writ being recovered as 
above, the Czar caufed declare war againft 
the Tartars^ and the enfuing year marched 
at the head of a great army, with a defign 
to reduce Cafan; but having undertaken the 
fiege too late in the year, he met with no 
fuccefs : the Tartars harraffing his army con- 
tinually, he was obliged to raife the fiege 
and return to Mofcow. During this cam- 
paign he built a fort on the river Sur, which 
he called Bafiligorod. The enfuing year 
he fent a great army againft Cajatiy which 
was equally unfuccefsful. Thefe difap- 
pointments bore fo hard upon him that he 
lickened and died of grief. 

It is to be taken notice of, that in the 
reign of this Prince, Maximilian I. the Ro- 
man Emperor fent a fplendid embafly, made 
an alliance with him, and in his letter ftill 
extant in the archieves of Mofcow^ gave him 
the title of Emperor. 

johnBafi- His fon John Bajiliwick II. fucceeded 

liwickii. him. This Czar is commonly called by the 
Rujfians^ John the tyrant. |lis firft enter- 
prize 



RUSSIA. ' 21 

prize was againft CafaUj which he beficgcdBooK 
with a mighty army: he fummoned the I. 
town to furrender, offering pardon to the ^^r>r%j 
^ inhabitants, and liberty to the Tartars to 
return from whence they came; but the 
Governor Mijfa Chamais undervaluing his 
terms, declared that he would defend the 
place to thelaft, not doubting but the Cham 
would foon appear at the head of a nu- 
merous army to fupport him ; from whom 
the Ruffians might expeft as good entertain- 
ment as they had met with ibme years be- 
fore. 

Czar John^ picqued at this faucy anfwer 

of the Governor, carried on the ficge vigor- 

oufly ; but there happening a mutiny in his 

army, which he could not pacify, he was 

obliged to poftpone his renfentment and 

raife the fiegc* He marched iiis army back 

to Mofcow, where the mutineers were pu- 

nifhed in the fevereft manner ; which fevc* 

rity had the defired effeft. He now began 

to introduce into his army the difciplinc of 

foreign troops, and to model them after the 

manner of other countries in Europe; for 

which end he got into his fervice many fo^ 

reign officers, engineers, a^c. to whom he 

gave great encouragement. 

Next fpring he marched his army, and bcficgcs 
attacked Cafan before the Tartars thought and takes 
he could have taken the field, In this ex- ^* *"• 

pedltion 
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i Book pedidon he was more fuccefsful, for after 

s 1. having made fufficient breaches, he carried 

! wnrv.^ the place on the firft attack, and put moft 

* of the Tartars to the fword. 

Elevated vnth this good fuccefs, he next 
formed a defign of attacking AJiracan the 
capital of that kingdom: his reafon /or 
reducing this place, was their having fuc- 
coiired Cafan in his father's time, and alfo 
laft year when he attacked it himfelf Ha- 
ving formed this defign, and fettled a Gover- 
nor with a fufficient garrifon in Cafan^ he 
marched with a numerous^ army down the 
banks of the river Wolga till he came be- 
as alfo A- fo^c Aftracan : having made a fhort fpeech 
ftracan. to his troops, which was well reliflied, he 
led them on and carried the place imme- 
diately, the town beinjg large and ill fortified* 
He put all wTio were found in arms to the 
fword, and allowed his foldiers to plun» 
der it. , 

After thefe conqucfts. Czar John thought 
nothing too hard for him ; and having left 
a fufficient body of troops under the com- 
mand of Rrince Cerebrino, he marched for 
MofcQiv^ where he was received with the 
acclamations of the people- Ever fincc 
that time the kingdoms of Cafan and AJi-^ 
racan have been fubjeft to the Ruffian 
empire. 

Czar 
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Czzr John^ s next expedition was againftBooK 
Sweden • he marched into Carelia with a I. 
great army, and laid fiege to Wiburgh; but "^^^^^ 
.Gufiavus King o£ Swedeny as foon as he^^^^'^swc- 
heard of this irruption marched with a den, an4 
body of good troops to attack the enemy, ^^^^c' 
The Rujfians did not wait their arrival, but ^ ""^^^ 
raiied the fiege, and marched back to their but with- 
own country. Guftavus purfued them the °"^ ^^" 
length of Kexholm and Notteburgh^ where 
; he waited a while, expefting to be joined 
by fome troops from Toland and Livonia 
his allies ; but thefe not appearing he made 
peace with the Rujfians^ and then returned 
to Stockholm^ leaving his allies expofed to 
all the miferies of the war that foon fol- 
lowed. 

Czar John after this fent his army to be- 

fiege Narva^ under pretence that the Livo-^ 

nians had not paid their wonted tribute^ 

and bccaufe that garrifon had fired on Ivono^ 

I grodj and killed fome of the Ruffians in time 

1 of peace* Narva^ which was not then fb Takes 

well fortified as it is now, did not hold out ^arva, 

full eight days r the caftle furrendered a few' 

days after upon terms. After this the 

Ruffians befieged and took Nyen^ Huyfon 

and Dorpt; all which places they rendered 

defolate by their cruelties: the old people,. 

and all under twelve years of age, were bar- 

baroufly murdered, and thofe who were 

vigorous, 



&c. 



24 Tf^^ History ef 

Book vigorous, both men and women, were fold 
I. for flaves to the Tartars. Thefe barbari- 
^<y^^^' ties however, could not well be imputed to 
the Czar, he not being at the head of his 
army himfelf, having intrufted* Prince Sic- 
gaily a Tartar with the command. Then 
' the Rujfmns befieged and took Selin^ where 
the great mafter of the Teutonick order, 
William oi Furjienhurgh^ was made prifbner, 
and afterwards carried in triumph to Is/lof- 
cow. The fucceeding great mafter, Baron 
Keller^ who had been coadjutor to the for- 
mer; feeing it was imprafticable for him to 
make head againft th^ Rujftans^ refolved to 
take care of one. ' He gave off all Livonia 
to the ?<?/(?/, on condition that he fhould 
have for him and his heirs male for ever, 
the dutchies of Courland and Sevigal under 
The ex- the proteftiondPyoAiW. Thus ended that 
J^^^^^^[ famous order of the Teutonick knights in 
tonick or- Livonia, which had fubfifted upwards of 
dcr b U' three hundred years. Reval fearing the fate 
vonta, of Narva J and the other towns which the 
Ruffians had fo barbaroufly treated, deliver- 
ed itfelf up to Sweden, on advantageous con- 
ditions. 
Q-Lixlohn C^^*" J^l>^^ next expedition was againft 
takes Po' ^oloczk^ on pretence that it had formerly 
loczk. belonged to great Novogrod: this place he 
befieged with a numerous army, and fbon 
became mafter of it, notwithftanding its 

being 
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being a place of confiderable ftreiigth and Boo It 
provided with all neceflaries for a long de- I. 
fence. The ^olip dyet was at this time v./vxj> 
affembled at Vetercow^ whence they fent 
an Ambaflador to the Czar, acquainting 
him that they were met to choofe a fuc- 
ceflbr to that crown, and that probably 
they would either choofe him or one of 
Ills fons. This meflage fo far difarmed 
Czar ^ohfij that after leaving a fufficient 
garrifon in Toloczk he returned back to his 
own country : but inftead of being elefted 
fucceflbr to the Tolijh crown, he difcovered 
that King Sigifmund Augujius had found 
means to form a dangerous confpiracy a- ^ confpl- 
gainft him in his own country, w|ierein not racy form- 
only . moft of the grandees an((! principal ^^ ^^^^^ 
towns, but his only brother George was 
engaged : their fcheme was to cut off the 
Czar, and put the empire under the pro- 
teftion of Toland. 

Czar John had now a proper fubjeft for 
his refentment. All thofe who were dif- 
covered to have been engaged in this coli- 
fpiracy, his only brother and his whole 
family not excepted, were put. to death in which H 
the moft cruel manner that could be invent- cruelly pu- 
ed. When all thefe horrid executions were"* 
over, Czar John purfucd his dcfigns againft 
Poland, but not with that fuccefs he expefted ; 
for his army was rooted by Nicholas Rad- 

Vol. L D ze^ul 
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BooKzevil tiGSit Wittepjk, his General Swerfky^ 
I. and moft of his principal commanders taken 
v^^v%^ prifoners. But though he was unfuccefsfiil 
on this quarter, his army commanded by 
Cerebrinoffnczx Aftfacan^ obtained a not- 
able viftory over the Turks commanded by 
Sultan Selim in perfon. 

^Sigifmund King of Poland having intelli- 
gence that Czar John^ after this fignal defeat 
of the Turks ^ defigned to attack Toland^ and 
to march in perfon at the head of all the 
forces he could raife, excited the Tartars 
to make an irruption into Ruffia^ afluring 
them that the Czar would not have troops 
upon that quarter to oppofe them, as all his 
ftrength was to be employed againft him 
and Livonia. The Tartars fond of fiich 
an opportunity, marched into Rujfia with 
all their ftrength, croffed the Occa^ and from 
Mdrdo^ thence went ftraight to the city of Mofcow; 
pfllagcd which they not only pillaged, but burnt 
and tburnt two thirds of it to aflies : ' after which they 
Tartars. I'ctired, loaded with booty. At this time 
Czar John was employed in the ficge of 
Witting flin; which place he took, and 
treated the inhabitants with the greateft bar- 
barity imaginable : he caufed the Governor 
JohTf% to be fpitted and roafted alive, and ufed all 
tr^tiicf ^^ Swedes and Livonians very barbar- 
s^edes. oufly. Newhoji and Kokenhaufen met with 
the like fate: aftdJr which the Czar returned 

to 
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to Novogrod ta celebrate the nuptials of Book 
Duke Mcmusj brother to the King of D^«- J. 
mark^ with a Prinqefs of Rujfta, v.or>o 

About tills, time Sigifmund King of To^ 
land died, wd w»? fuqc^eded by the Duke 
d* Anjou brother to the King of France^ 
who a few month? after l^ft ^Poland incogs 
nito^ to fucceed his brother CAjr/e'j' IX. by 
the name of ^enry HI. on which the 
tPo/^ ele^ed Stephen Batory Prince of 
Tranfdvania^ a valiant, generous, fortunate 
and deferving perfon to fucceed him. His 
firft care was to put the army in good order ; 
and before he would attack Rujfm^ he 
thought it prudent to fepud an Amdaflador xhc King 
to the Czar, requiring him forthwith to re- of Poland 
•ftore th? t;owns which he had unjiiftly taken J^^^lmbiT. 
ia Toland and Livonia ; whiph if he did, fador, 
he offered him both his. friendfliip and al- 
liance, but if he did not, tjireatned that he 
would come and attack him in the heart of 
his country, and take from him by force 
what he now had in his power to reftore 
without bloodftied. 

Czar J^^n defircd the ArabafTador to tell 
his King, that he who had fo often triumphs 
ed over th^Turks^ Tartars^ 7oIes^ Livonia 
ans and Swedes^ was not fo very fufceptible 
of fear, as to part with countries which had 
coft him^. fo much blood and treafure, on 
fuch bravadoes; apd that he Ihould foon 
D z make 
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Book make him fenfible whom he had to do with, 
I. He then difmiffed the Ambaflador, and 
^-^'^' caufed conduct him fafe to the frontiers. 

King Stephen obtained from the dyet all 
he wanted to enable him to carry on the war 
with vigour. A great many foreigners 
came from all countries to learn the art of 
King Ste- War Under fo great a Captain. He foon af- 
phen fuc- ter marched with a numerous army and a 
gainft ^'goo^ ^rain of artillery, and laid fiege to 
John. ^oloczky which he took after a ftout refift- 
ance. Several fmall places in the neigh- 
bourhood, he alfo fubdued. He then be- 
fieged and took Socol, and mzde Shere'metoff^ 
with all the garrifon, prifoners of war. 

Czar John all this while • lay with his 
army near TleJkonVy judging it next to im- 
poffible for the Toles to make themfelves 
tnafters of Toloczk; but when he underftood 
that both it and Socol were in the power of 
his enemy, he began to lofe all hopes of 
the war, efpecially, when he found that 
King Stephen had, with the confent of the 
republic, made peace and alliance with Swe- 
den ': this made him attempt to make a peac^, 
but without fuccefs, for King Stephen woulid 
abate nothing of the proposals made by his 
Arribaflador. 

His Tolfjh majefty, after the taking of 
Socol, was obliged to attend tl^e dyet . at 
Warjhv, where the fenators refolved to 

continue 
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continue the war againft Rujjla with the Book 
utmoft vigour. This King, during the I. 
whole courfe of his reign, wasfo very lucky, v^vx-; 
that he qeverwas refufed any thing he pro- 
pofed in the dyets; which can be faid of 
few Icings o£ Poland before or fince, at 
leaft fince the extinftion of the Jagtlan 
family. 

Czar John left Tlefkow and went to. No- 
vogrody where he endeavoured as much as 
poifible to difguife his lofles; and finding 
that the dyet of Toland had gone into all 
their King's meafures, he fent an Ambaffa- 
dor with propofals for a ccffation of arms. 
King Stephen received the Ambaflador, but 
at the fame time continued his march to 
Welki-Laki^ a town in Rujfia^ which he be- stephen^% 
fieged and took; as alfo, Newel ^ Zava- farther 
lok, &c. He defigned alfo to have attacked ^"^^^^^ 
^lefkowy but the feafon of the year being 
too far advanced, he deferred that fiege to 
the beginning of next campaign, and re- 
turned home to. afTemble the dyet, that he ' 
might be furnifhed with all necellaries for 
the enfuing year. 

Czar John from Novqgrod went to Mof- 
coWy where he appeared very gay, diverting 
himfelf at marriages and other public af- 
femblies. About this time he married his 
fevcnth Emprefs. Having underftood by his 
fpies that King Stephen had obtained all he 

wanted 
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Book wanted of the dyet, and that he was deter- 

I. mined to attack Tleskaw; aHb knowing 

y^^r>u that his troops were infuffident to oppok 

the viAorious arins of that Prince, he fell 

upon an e3q)edicnt, by which he hoped he 

would be able to procure peace. This was 

John by fending an Ambaffador to the Pope, of- 

makcs a fering to acknowledge his fupremacy, and 

^^^p^^fubjeft his empire to the fee ofRome, if he 

would make up matters betwixt him and 

Toland. The Pope liked this propolal fo 

well, that he fent the reverend father ^of- 

favitty a jefuit, with inftruftions and full 

powers to negociate that affair. 

During thefe two fuccefsful campaigns, 
in which King Stephen had gained fo much 
glory, the Swedes had not been idle ; they 
took Narva by alTault, and put (even 
thoufand Rujftans to the fword : they alio 
took Jamgorod and Caporio. Ivonogrod fur- 
rendered upori terms, as did Wtfernburghy &c 
King Stephen opened his third campaign 
with the fiege oi^kskow^ which he inveft- 
^d as far as his troops would go, it being an 
exceeding large town, which would have re- 
quired a very great army xo befiegeit inform. 
A Kuncio In the mean time, the reverend Father "Toffa- 
thcTefc^ '!;/», with pther ambaffadors,, arrives in the 
camp. camp with proppials of peace j but the Kmg 
would hearken to no terms, unlefs Czar 
'yohn gave up to t^ie crown oiTqhndiA. 

the 
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the towns he pofleffed in Livonia. At theBoo K 
fame time the liege of Vleskow was carried I. 
on vigoroufly; and Czar John ufing no v-^nrva/ 
means to relieve it, many of the Ruffian 
grandees went to him in a body, and falling 
proftrate before him, told him, that the 
whole nation was furprifed at his inaftivity ; 
that they feared the enemy, if vigorous 
meafurcs Were not purfued, would take all 
his towns one after another; begging him 
but to command, and he fliould foon lee an 
army, not only able to drive the enemy 
from the Rujftan frontiers, but to make the 
conqueft of all Poland if he had a mind to 
it ; and, if he did not incline to meet the 
army in perfon, they begged he would put 
his fon at the head of it* Czar John heard 
diem patiently, till they mentioned his fon, 
but then fell in a terrible paffion,. fulpefting 
fome other confpiracy, in which he thought 
his fon might be concerned: he threatned 
them all with death and deftruftion, and his . 
fon coming into his prefence to vindicate 
himfelf, in the height of his paffion he gave >^« kills 
him a ftroke qn the head with his cane, of *^^ ^^^^ 
which .he died a few days after. This Prince 
was called John after his father, had never 
difobliged him, and was much beloved by 
him. The Czar feeing his fon in this de- His cxccf- 
plorable ftate, fell from the greateft fit bf J;;", f// 
anger mto an excels of gner and dcfpair, count. 

refufmg 
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BooKrefufing to take either food or reft, fey 

I. which his owii life came to be in great dan- 

^-^^'^^ ger. His. friends at iaft prevailed upon him 

to take fome refrcfliment ; but he could ne- 

•ver think of his fon without ihedding a 

flood of tears. 

During this melancholy fcene, the am- 
baffadors, with the jefuit ^ojfavin in quality 
A peace of mediator, had met together at Zapolka^ 
^°J^^^^ where peace was concluded hct^hit Poland 
lica. and Rujfia dn King Stephen's own terms; 
the Czar having renounced all right to Li- 
vonia in favours of the crown of Tolandy 
and the Toles having reftored the towns 
they had taken from Kujfta^ all prifoners on 
both fides were fet at liberty. 
Poffavin Peacc being thus eftabliihed by the medi- 
czar \n ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ jcfuit Tojfavtn^ he put the Czar 
mind of in mind of his promife, of fubmitting his 
.^?^^[^°^^ empire to the jurifdiftion of the fee of 
Pope ; Rome. The Czar told him, that it would 
which he be a work of time, w^hich, however he 
«^a<J<^s* would foon put his hand to, promifing from 
time to time to acquaint the Pope with what 
progrcfs he made in it. With thefe fair 
promifes Poffavin was honourably difmifled, 
and condufted to the frontiers of Toland. 
The Czar Czar John^ foon after the death of his 
knchoiyr ^^"' ^^^ fcized with a deep melancholy, and 
and dies in died in 1 584, about two years after the peace 
» s84- of Zapolica. This Prince, if he had been Icfs 

cruel, 
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crael^ wa$ cernunly a great man : he had a B o o K 
very graceful perfon, a robuft conftitutioH, L 
a penetrating wit, and found judgipent; yv>i^ 
but all thefe qualities were ftained by hisJJ^^ 
barbarous and inhuman dii{)o(idon. Qe« 
ildes the fore-mentioned conquefts, ;he king* 
dom o( Siberin fell into his hands, by the 
means of one Jeremy Timofteon an arch- How Sh 
xobber, who with a band fuch as himfelf,*^* ^ 
affifted by one Straganoff^ a powerful and jca to 
rich man, furprifed and carried Toboljka the *»/«• 
capital of Siberiay took the youns King pri-^ 
foner (aged about twelve years) and lent 
him to Mofcow^ where he was well received 
by Czar Johny who caufed educate him in 
the principles of the Chriftian religion, and 
gave him a confiderable eftate in exchange 
for his kingdom ; which he fettled on him 
and his heirs for ever. This family ftill 
fubfifts in RuJftUy and is reprefented by a 
perfon who has the title of Siberfky-Zare^ 
ivtchy or Prince of Siberia. 

Czar John's firft Emprefs was a daughter c«ar^ ^ 
of the family of Romanous, by whom he ^friaffc* 
had two Ions, the eldeft of which he killed and iffue. 
as above narrated, when about fixteen 
years of age. Theodore^ II. lived to fuc- 
ceed him. This Emprefs he fliut up in a A (hock- 
cloifter, and married no fewer than feven ^^^^^^^^ 
wives, turning them off at pleafure : the hi$ \mha^ 
third he caufed his guards throw into a lake ^v- 

Vol. I. E near 
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Book near Mofcow. This lake is calkd Neglint:^ 
I. aad to prcfcrve to futurity the memory of 

^^y^'^'^ fo barbarous an aftion, its yratcr hsuth never 
fince been made ufe o£ By his fcvcnth 
Emprefs he had a fon calfed Demetrmsy 
who 'tis believed was murdered at nine years 
of age, by Borus Gadinow at UglitZj whi-^ 
ther he had lent away the young Prince aad 
his mother.. The barbarity of this Prince 
to his wives can by no means be vindicated ; 
but, for his other afts which are called 
cruel, perhaps fome of them were in fomc 
meafure neceffary*. The Ruffians how- 
ever, ftill think of him with horror, yet it 
is allowed that he had (bme good qualities : 

Hb good he was a great encourager of brave and re- 

quaiitics. folute men, a frequenter of tlie church, and 
a ftrift obferver of the rites and ceremonies 
of religion : he built above forty churches, 
and fixty cloifters for perfons of both fexes, 
allowing them fufficient rents for their fup- 
port, efpecially in the city of Mofctrw^ But 
though he thought it prudent to apply for 
the Pope's good offices, to compofc the 
difFerenccs between him and the King of 
Poland; yet, he certainly had no intention 
of fubmitting his empire to tlie fee of 
Rwie : for, feveral years before that, thq 

Pope 

* As this Prince fccms to have been naturally of a cruel 
dirnofuiorT, we arc afraid the plea of Dcceffity will ftand liim 
in little (lead with moft readers. 
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Pope had fent him a nuncio, offering him Book 
the title of King, on condition of fuch fub- I. 
midion ; but he dcfired the nuncio %p tell ^-^'''^^'^ 
die Pope, that his title was John Emperor ^^^^ ^ 
of Ruffia^ and King of many kingdoms, the title of 
handed down to him from God by his '^"S* 
valiant progenitors; and that he did not^^^^^^^* 
ondcrftand how any mortal could affume 
the right of difpofirtg of titles, far Icfs of 
idngdoms; that for his part he delired 
none, but what he was able to conquer and 
fupport by his viftorious arms. ^ 

He taxed the clergy highly, obliging them ^}^ ^c^*- 
to bring moft of their rents into his treafury, ^^^ct 
giving them only a fhort allowance for food 
and raiment : he fortified and built above 
aa hundred towns and caftles on the fron* 
tiers, in places never inhabited before: he 
laid htavy; ta^e« on his fubjefts in general, 
and notwithftanding the expcnce of fomuch 
building, heaped up vaft treafure- This was con- 
Prince was contemporary with Queen EUza^ temporary 
beth of Enghnd^ and was fo much taken J)^^ 
with her charafter, that he propofed mar- with whofc 
riage to her (as he fuppofcd), by the means ^^*jf5^ 
of one Bomeliusy an Ef/glijh phyficiany who i^^^ * * 
undertook to get his letters fafcly conveyed 
into the Queen's hands, and to eftablifh a 
private correfpondence between them, for 
which the Czar made him confiderable pre- 
feats ; but at jaft, difcovcring tl>e cheat, 
E z Bomciiiis 



3^ The History tf 

Book BomeJius was put to the torture, and on 
I. confefllon put to death. The bifhop of 
^^'^r>rsj Ncruogrody who was concerned with him in 
carrying on this trick, out of regard to his 
charafter, was not put to death, but con- 
demned to live on bread and water during 
life. 
He luilt I* is reported that this Czar caufed nail a 
ikt French French hvcA^zSz^ox't hat to his head for 
Ambaffa. wearing it in his prefence j which barbar- 

dor's hat o * * ,:, . . •, 

to hts ous treatment, however, did not intimidate 
head, for Queen Elizabeth's AmbaiTador, who ap* 
^^^^*J pearing covered in his prefence, the Czar 
fence. caufed a£k him, Whether he had heard how 
Qacftiont hc had treated the Frencbmn for failing in 
^^55^^ his rcfpcft after that manner? The Ambaf- 
baffador 'iador replied, that if he had, he would not 
on the have' regarded it, as he thought a thoufand 

1^5 ^"^ ^^^ ^s ^*^> ^^^^ °^* *^ ^^ P^^ ^ ^^^ 

his bold ^^^ ^^^ ^^ dignity of the crown he had 

•nfwcr, the honour to reprelcnt ; befides, hc knew 

very well that his great miftrefs the Queen 

o£ England^ would thoroughly refent any* 

injury done her ih the perfon of her Am- 

baffador, though by the greateft and moft 

v/ibich {« powerful monarch upon earth. Upon this, 

well taken tlie Czar looking fternly about amongft his 

Czan* nobles, obferve, fays he, how this man 

ftands up for the honour of a woman: Is 

there any one of you whodurft undertake fo 

much for me ? This ftory may be true or 

falfe, 
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falfe, being one of that kind which is ap-Bco K 
plied to mo^e than one Prince, and claimed I. 
by more quarters of the wodd than^one. v-^vn^ 
Much more is faid of this Prince, and fevc- 
ral other bad things laid to his charge: but, ; 

I proceed to the hiftory of his. fon jT/^o* 
dorcy who fuccecded him. 

Prince Theodore had been married, du*czar 
ring his father s lifetime, to a fiftcr of Boras T^hioiom 
Gadenoii/^y who of courfc became his prime 
minifter r a man full of cunning and fubtil* 
ty, and who did very popular things: he 
difcharged many of the taxes, and m«iJ^d 
matters :with fuch dexterity, affability and 
mildnefs, that he became the favourite of 
all ranks. By thefe meafures he played his 
game fo artfully, that in a very fhort time 
he paved the way for himfclf to the throne. 
Demetrius^ third fon to the late Czar, toge- 
ther with his mother, he fent to a town of 
his own called UglitZy and (as already ob- 
ferved) caufed murder the young Prince : ' 
the mother hefliut up in a cloifter. As the 
murderers were coming to receive their re- 
ward, he caufed way4ay and murder .them. 

Czzr Theodore, who was a Prince of little a weak 
capacity, though of a vigorous confiitution, jjT^^ r 
died fuddenly without iffue in the yearouV iffue 
t597, no body knowing, nor daring to en- in 1597. 
quire how, though all belicvpd he was poi- suppofc4 
foaed by -ff <?r^j Gadenow: for what is not |^^*^Aj. 

an 
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6ooKi& ambidous man capable af^ efpecially, 
I. when endued with talents proper for carry- 
v^p^v-^ iftg on fuch a wicked projcft? having, be- 
^^^ fides, been feveral years maftcr of the fi- 
Cadfnow, nances ; having had the difpofal of ail pofts 
imdprefennents both civil and military, even 
to appointing the domeftic (ervants diat at* 
tended the Emperor's perfon, which laft 
t*6 pr«. were all his creatures: yet to blind the eye* 
bdioa^o ^^ ^^ p^oflc^ this man on Czar Theodore's 
to cncer death, cfa<M2gh he was fure of being raifed 
into aeon- to thc throuc, gavc out that he defigned to 
^^^* retire from the world and turn mbnL 
which to He a&ually retired into a convent to pafs 
carry on J^g noviciate, though at the fame rime he 
he aai^°y ^^^ Ws emiflStiies going about amongft the 
docs. . boyars and great men, commending him 
for his great worth and abiliries, no doubt, 
with a view to obtain what he pretended to 
fly from. 
The great The great men, upon hearing of his re- 
uww him^ ^^^ went to him in a body,, and made 
and offer him an offer of the crown. Among other 
him thc arguments they made ufe of to induce him 
^^^^^f to accept of it, one was, that they knew no 
perfon that fo well defervedit: though this 
wlachwith"^^^ thc very point he aimed at, and what 
fteming pi all things upon earth he had moft at 
hc^^ heart, he feemed to make fome difficulty m 
0f.^^*^^^^ accepting the offer; however at laftheyielcf* 

cd 
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ecf to thdr ddire, and was proclaimed Em- Book 
peior, in appearance to the uniferfal fatiA L 
iaftion of the people." As he had managed ^^-^^^^^^ 
affairs well during Czar Theodore's ihopt^jji^ 
reign, he continueci to purftie the fame Emperor^ 
meafures after he was rti&d to the throne, and go* 
He got Ingria reftored, made peace with the ▼««» vijl,. 
Swedes and all his ne^hhours, and lived 
undifhirbed in this agreeable ftate, until the 
year 1 602, when a rumour went that the 
fuppofed murdered Prince, Demetrius^ was 
alive; and though Boras Gadenow had 
himfelf ordered the murder of this young 
Prince, and really believed he was deac^ 
(omc are ftill of opinion that he was con- 
veyed out of the way, and the fon of a 
prieft murdered in his ftead : yet when it 
was univcrfally talked q£ ihztDemetrius was 
ftill in being, and making preparations for 
recovering his right, it gave Boras a vaft 
deal of uncafinefs. 

This Demetritis, whofe true name wasTtc firft 
Gnjka Utropecu, was fiiid to be a gentle- ^^^""'^ 
man's fon in Jarojlatv : being a roguiifli boy, 
he run away from his parents, and after 
wandering about for fome time, at laft went 
into a convent: having one day ovcriieard 
fome of the monks (ay that he looked very 
like Demetrius^ Czar John Ba/Iliwick's 
youngcft fon, who had been murdered at 
UglitZf he took the hint, and by the ad- 
vice 
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Book vice of one of the monks whom he made 
I. acquainted with his defign, and who was to 

Krr>j give him all the affiftance in his power, he 
retired into Toland^ where he was to wait 
till he found a proper opportunity to declare 
himfelf. Having reached Lithuania^ he got 
himfelf introduced to Prince Adam Wujno-^ 
v/itjky^ company, and being a well-looked 
young man, the Prince took a liking to 
him,; and engaged him. into his fervice (the 
great men in Poland hzving always numbers 
of fuch about their perfons), where he car- 
ried himfelf fo well, that the whole family, 
efpecially the Prince and Princefs, were 
charmed with him ; till one day falling into 
fome irregularity, the Prince was fo much 
offended with hmi, that he gave him a box 
on the ear, calling him at the fame time 
hledinfin, /. e. fon of a w — e : on this he 
fell a weeping bitterly, faying to the Prince, 
If you knew who I really am you would 
not have ufed me after this manner. This 
excited the Prince's curiofity, and the fubtle 

His ac- Grijka at laft told^ him : That he was De- 

count of 7neiriusj Czar John BafiUivick's only (iltvi- 
ving fon ; whom (added he) Boras Gade- 
now thought indeed he had deftroyed, but 
that in his ftead he had only murdered the 
fon of a prieft ; that by the affiftance of 
good people he was brought into that coun- 
try, and into his family, where he dcfigned 

to 



himfelf. 
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to have continued, until God in hi$ good Bo ok 
time fhould think fit to reftore him to his I. 
juft right. To confirm this ftory, heunbut- v-^-v^^ 
toned his breaft, (hewing a golden crofs fct 
"With diamonds of confiderable value, and at 
the fame time failing on his knees before 
the Prince, begged his proteftion. The 
good-natured Prince eafily believing him, 
caufed forthwith clothe him fumptuoufly, 
and pay him all the honours and refpeft 
due to the Czan 

A,s an affair of this kind could not be 
long concealed, it immediately took air, 
and in a trice fpread over the whole RuJ/ian ms flory 
empire. Perfons of all ranks were over- gf^^ crc- 
joyed at the difcovery, giving thanks and^^ *° "-^ 
praifing God for his wonderful preferva- 
tion pf Demetrius : and, the more induft- js^^as cm 
•rious that Boras Gadenow was in ufingdcavours 
mpans to haye Grijka delivered up to him, yj„^*Je^|j. 
or otherwife deftroyed, the more the nation Tcrcd up. 
was confirmed in the belief of his bein^ 
genuine. 

Prince Wufnowijiky conduced GriskUyU^vsAtti,^ 
whom we (hall henceforth call DemetriuSy *cd with 
into Tolandy where he was received by all ^^^ 
the grandees with great refpeft, particular- Poland, 
ly, by the Woywode of Sandomir, who with 
other leading men pitched upon by King 
Sigifmundy , forthwith raifed an army and 
marched with him into Rujfta, he having 
Vol. I. F firft 



re- 
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Book firft bound and obliged himfelf to continue 
I. for ever a friend to Tolandj and to give not 
v-^^^^^ only a toleration for the free exercife of 
the Roman catholick religion, but alfo in 
due time to eftablifh it over the whole em- 
pire. 

In the mean time, he fell deiperately in 
love with the Lady Maria j4nne^ the Way- 
wode oi Sandomr\ daughter, a very beau- 
tiful young lady, and defired her in mar- 
riage ; perhaps with a view to engage her 
^father and the nation to ftand more firmly 
flcmarch- ^7 ^™* ^^^ prgpofal being agreed to, he 
cs into marched into Kujfta at. the head of thirty 
Ruffia. thoufand Toles^ having previous thereto 
publifhed a manifefto, inviting all his faith- 
i fill fubjefts.to join him, threatning at the 
l^me time with utter deftruftion, all thofe 
who Ihould continue to adhere to the ufur-- 
per. As he entered Rujfia^ numbers of 
people joined him: the Cojfacks to a man 
declared for . him, and moft of the towns 
threw open their gates to receive him: his 
Bffras'9 army increafed daily, which ftruck fuch a 
difmal terror on Boras ^ that he fell into the moft 
fi*^c. abjeft condition imaginable, afraid of every 
body, and not knowing whom to truft; 
no doubt through the remembrance of his 
crimes, efpecially of the murders he had 
committed in raifing' himfelf to the throne. 
In fhort^ he became a -burden to himfelf: 

neverthelefs, 
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ncvcrthelcfi, he ncgleftcd nothing that he B o o K 
ought to have done on that occafion. He I. 
got the patriarch to excommunicate all thofe v^^^^^^ 
who had joined the impoftor, as he called 
hini, and fent an army againft him under 
the command of his kinfinan John Gade- 
now^ whom he thought he could truft pre- 
ferably to all others. This army came up 
with Demetrius J and fet upon him with 
fuch refblution, that he was forced to re- Borai at 
treat to Tuteivil with confiderable lofs;^^^^j.j"^* 
which fo encouraged Boras's party, that 
they refolved to purfufe the enemy clofe, 
and not allow them time to recover : but 
Demetrius did not lofe courage, and, being 
joined hy a frelh body of ^oles^ Tartars 
and Coffacks, he attacked Boras his army atthcntoul- 
Reilsky and overthrew it totally. As the \!^^^^^ 
Voles and Coffacks were cutting down the 
R«^^;/j" ' unmercifully in the purfuit, he 
called out to fpare his fubjefts, and caufed 
found a retreat. When Boras got the ac- 
counts of this defeat, he fell a bleeding at 
mouth and nofe fo exceffively, that it threw 
him into convulfions, of which he expired His death. 
a few days after, in the year 1 605. 

On the death of Boras the whole nation Demetri- 
declared for Demetrius, except the capital, r^?*^''*^" 

i_ n.ri- ^ rr»^ ' lyacknow. 

where moft or the great men of Boras s ledgcd, 
party caufed proclaim his fon Theodore, Bo- 
rifowich Czan But a few days after, De- 
F Z metriuf. 
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Book fhetrius rooted the remains of Boras' % army, 
I. and took prifoncr (amongft others) John 
^^^^^ Gadenowy who would not fubmit and ac* 
knowledge him for Czarj for which he was 
thrown into prifon. This viftory was 
chiefly owing to Teter Bufmanoffl oi:\e of 
Boras'^ Generals, who, either out of picquc, 
or that he really believed Demetrius to be 
the perfon he gave himfelf out for, as the 
armies were on the point of engaging, call- 
ed out on the head of his command, that 
Demetrius was the true heir of* the empire ; 
and defired, that all who loved the intereft 
of their country might follow him: upon 
which, not only his^ own command, but 
Ibmc thoufands more of the Ruffians went 
over to Demetrius^ who f eceived them fo 
gracioqfly (efpecially Bufmanoff) that they 
never after abandoned him. When the 
accounts of this viftory reached Mofcorw^ 
they who had fo lately proclaimed Theatre 
Theodore Borifowichy went to the palace and murder- 
and his ed both him and his mother : his fifterV life 
motherarc^^jg ^p^j ^^^ fpared by Demetrius^ order. 

murdered. .*-x i • • ^n t^ i »t 

On this viftory, Demetrius marched 
ftraigbt to the capital; where, he was re- 
ceived with the acclamations and huzzas of 
the people. The fixteenth of June 1 605 
he was proclaimed, and crowned Emperor 
the twenty-firft of July. The firft thing he 
did thereafter, w*s to take his fuppofed 

mother 
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mother out of the cloifter,. where fhe hsid Bo o k 
been fhut up by Boras Gadenow ; and that L 
fhe might be brought to court with the ^^t^kj 
more honour and refpeft, he went himfclf 
forae miles out of town to meet her, ac- 
companied By all his princes and boyars. 
They embraced each • other with great ap- 
pearance of tendernefs and afFeftion; and 
outof refpeft, he refufed to fit in the fame 
coach with her, but mounted his horfe, and 
attended her to the imperial apartments in 
,the palace, where fhe was entertained with 
a ftate and grandeur fuitable to her high 
rank. This good lady, though fhe knew 
well how matters ftood, yet being heartily 
wearied of the monaftick Mfe, and no doubt 
well enough pledfed with the hopes of be- 
ing revehged on the Gadenoivian family, 
connived at the cheat: perhaps too, her 
ambition was agreeably flattered, with the 
view of living in greater ftate for the fu- 
ture, and of being confidered as the Empc*- 
ror's mother. 

Notwithftanding all thefe contrivances, it Demetrh 
was foon whifpered about that he was an ^ ^** f" 
impc^or, and not Demetrius. However, Jh^ g*,*" 
this foon blew- over, and he might have vcmmcnt, 
fupported himfelf, ' had he not gone into 
fcveral impolitick meafurcs ; fuch as, empty- 
ing the treafury to gratify the ^oles ; mar- 
rying a Tolip lady, and bringing her into 

. , Rufiq 
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Book Rujfta xvith fo much (late and (6 great ex*^ 
L pence, and cloathed after the Tolsp fafhion ; 

^^""^^^ eating of veal, which the Rujftans had 
then in abhorrence ; going into the church 
with too little ceremony, followed by a 
number of dogs ; and not bowing down low 
enough to the crucifix and piftures of the 
faints. But what really difgufted the nati- 
on moft of all, was his neglefting the great 
men of the country, and beftowing all pofts 
and preferment? on xht Tales. Thefe un- 
popular meafures ftirred up a great faftiott 
againft him ; which, by Bujmanoff'' smczns, 
he came to be informed of: whereupon 
Prince Zusky was apprehended, and con- 
demned to lofe his head, as being the chief 
promoter of the defign ; but by the inter- 
ceffion of Demetrius's fuppofed mother, 
he was not only pardoned but received into 
favour; which lenity D^;«^/r/W foon after 
heartily repented of Zuskj reprefented to 
him, that the moft efFcftual means to gain 

RcmoTcs the love of his fubjefts, was to remove the 

^J^Jf'ToliJh guards from the palace, and truft the 
care of his perfon to the Rujftans ; which 
advice he went into cootrary to the opinion 
of BufmanoffzTidi his other friends. Zusky 
then thought he had his game fecured, only 
one thing more was wanting, which was to 
perfuade the patriarch into their meafures: 
this they endeavoured fo dp, by laying be- 
fore 
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fore him the danger that the church was inBo o k 
{mcc Demttrius had engaged to introduce I. 
the fervice of the church of RomCj and ac- v-^w.' 
knowledge the Pope s fupremacy, which of 
confequence muft abolifh the patriarchate, 
and overturn the eftabUfhed religion. This 
is a common pretext in moft revolutions, and 
took ib well on this occafion, that Zusky 
thought there was no time to be loft, fo to 
WOTk he went ; and caufing march privily 
numbers of people into the city on pretence 
of witneffing the marriage folemnity, a con- 
fidcrable body of thofe being privately af- 
fembled, and having difpofed every thing to 
his mind, he. marched at the head of them* 
early in the morning, and inverted the pa- 
lace ; the guards being in the plot, made no 
oppofition: they broke in, and cut to pieces 
feveral of the attendants, {Bufrnanoff zmong 
the firft) and at laft feized or\ Demetrius 
himfelf, who had jumped from a window 
and was almoft bruifed to death. Then in 
fome meafure to fatisfy the people, be^ 
fore they would make an end of him, 
one of the party afked him. Whether 
he was really Demetrius^ or Grjska? To 
which he anfwered, that he y^^a's Demetrius^ 
owned and crowned as fuch in the face of 
the world ; and if, faid he, you have any 
furtlier doubt, go and afk the Emprefs my 
mother,' to whom I refer you. They all 

feeming 
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Book fceming furprifed at this pofitivc affirmatidn, 
L defircd Prince Zusky to wait on the Empref s 

^^^^"^r^j for that effcft, who on his return affirmed, 
that the Emprcfs now as pofitively difowned 
him as fhe had owned him before, declar- 
ing, that he was not her fon, and, that fhe 
never had any but the unhappy child who 
was murdered' at UglitZy yet, that flie was 
not without fome good-will to this man, 
for having revenged her on the bloody uiur- 
per Boras. Upon this, one of the party 
by Zusky s command, came up with a piftol 

Hb fatal and {hot Demetrius dead, (the 17th 01 May 

*^- 1 606.) faying, Thou infamous traitor, take 
this as the reward of thy impofture : after 
which, they carried his corpfe all mangled 
and disfigured with wounds, to the publick 
place before the palace, where he lay fome 
days expofed to the view of every body. 

The world is not yet fatisfied whether 
this Demetrius was true or falfe ; but there 
are two things which feem to declare in his 
favour: the firft is, that he had one arm 
confiderably fhorter than the other, and a 
large wrat or mole on his face; which 
marks were really known to have been in 
the true Demetrius: befides, he was much 
about the fame age, and had a great refem- 
blance of him otherwife : the fecond is, 
that whereas all ufurpers and impoflors, 
even in their befl: and fecurefl fituations are 

not 
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not without jealoufics and fears, yet he ap- B o o K 
peared to have had none, as it is, evident L 
from his difmiffing thi "Tolip guards from y^^ 
about his perfon, contrary to the opinion of 
his beft friends. He put fuch an entire truft 
in his own fubjefts, that the night before 
his cruel death, he caufed advertife the 
Voles to take care of themfelves, but could 
never be perfuaded that his own people had 
any bad defign againft himfelf. From thefe 
two points, a ftrong prefumption arjfes that 
he was . the true Demetrius. 
. About fifteen hundred of his adherents 
were at the fame time maflacred; which hap- 
pened on the ninth day after the arrival of 
his Emprefs. 

Prince Bafil Iwonoivich Zusky, who had 
contrived and carried on this treacherous 
and bloody affair, was immediately and un- 
aniraoufly proclaimed Czar, but was no 
fooner raifed to the throne, than one appear- 
. ed pretending to be Demetrius. His friends '^^ ^* 
gave out that he had efcaped among the^^^^,-^/* 
throng and repaired to Calluga ; tp which 
place vaft numbers of the Coyacks^ Rujftans 
and T^r/i/r/ had repaired: he had feveral 
engagements with Zuskys troops, in which * 
he alvl^ays had the better.' In order to get 
rid of fuch a formidable rival, Zusky at 
laft fent the Woy wade of Sandamir, toge- 
ther with his daughter Maria yinne^ to 

Vol. I. G Sigifmund 
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Book Sigifmund King of Toland, where they wcfc 
I. to ufe their utmoft endeavours with that 
^^-^rsj Prince and the republic, to recal the Toles 
and Coffacks in the fcrvice of this fecond 
impcftor. Demetrius getting intelligence 
of his defign, and knotving how advanta- 
geous it would be to his caufe to have thefc 
perfons in his po^?^^er, fertt a party of horfe 
Intercepts to intercept them, which they did without 
^^''^^^ diffieulty, and brought them to the camp 
he'r way°o towaf ds the evening, where Demetrius re- 
Poland, ceived them in the fondeft manner; but 
fome of his party were not a little diicou- 
raged on obferving a coldnefs on their fide, 
Maria Anne^ as well as her father, alledging 
that this Demetrius did not much refembic 
the murdered Emperor: but this was hufh- 
ed with all poffible care, and quarters were 
appointed them in the camp, at fome diftancc 
froni thofe of Demetrius. It was thought 
proper to conceal his having feen Maria^ 
till he fhould have leifure to confer with her 
father and friends : they accordingly repre- 
fented to her, that it would fuit better with 
the prefent fituation of her afFaini as well as 
with her ambition, td adhere to this fecond 
Demetrius^ whereby fhe might ftill become 
Emprefs of Rujfta^ than to endeavour his 
ruin. Thefe remonftrances had the defired 
cffeft ; fo that after a few days feparation, on 
pretence of indifpofition, fhe was willing to 

be 
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be condufted to the arnjs of her new Deme- Book 
trius : but the afiair was of fo popular a nature, I. 
it was thought proper it fhouid be afted in the vw^ 
face of the world ; and in order thereto, it 
was agreed, that Demetrius fliould meet his 
Emprefs in the face of the whole army, 
whilft the nobility and deputies of the pro- 
vinces were upon the place. Their meeting Their ex- 
was fblemn and full of paflion ; they recei- ^^aordina^ 
ved each other with open arms, interming- Ug.?^^ ' 
ling their tears with embraces. The buft- 
nefe was afted fo much to the life, that the 
moft fufpicious obfervers feemed entirely 
fatisfled : Maria Anne mixed the teftimonies 
of her Iqve with fo ftrong ragrks of efteem 
^nd refpeA to her lord and hufband, and 
he returned his embraces with fo lively a 
paflion, that it drew tears of joy from the 
(peftators : he alfo addreffed himfelf in a 
particular manner to the Woywade of San-- 
damir^ acknowledging the favours he had 
received from him in • the infancy of hjs 
affairs ; which they feemed both to remen^- 
ber with no fmall pleafure. 

This fcene being over, every body feemed 
to be fatisfied of the reality of Demetrius. 
Great numbers came to the camp- from all 
quarters, in fo much, that moft of the pro- 
vinces of the empire fubmitted to him^ fup- 
plied his army with proyifions, and all other 
neceflari^s, 

G % :^ujh^ 
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Book Zujky^ with his army and the inhabitants 
L of Mofcow, were reduced to great ftraits by 
^■^^<^ the defeftion of the country ; yet had thic 
courage not to fubmit, but applied to Charles 
IX. Kingof iSw^^^^, who, having ufurped the 
crown from his nephew Sigifmund^ was fond 
of any opportunity to make him uneafy ; and 
therefore fent them a confiderable force under 
the command of two generals, Evert Horn 
and Count 7ontus de la Guarde^ which was 
of great fervicc to them the year following. 
The provinces were exhaufted by intoller- 
able contributions exafted by the ToleSj 
who on that account became deteftable to 
the Ruj/tansy and rendered the diftraftions of 
that vaft empire univerfal. Even the camp 
was not without ftrong effefts of them, 
which was evident by the diffention among 
the great ones, whereby many good oppor- 
tunities were neglefted. Hence arofe a new 
face of affairs, and furprifing viciflitudes 
every day happened ; every thing feeming to 
confpire both againft Zujky and Demetrius. 
The grandees on both fides, finding they 
could expeft no calm fo long as either fub- 
Zujfy fcnt fifted ; thofe at Mofcow dethroned Zufky^ 
pifoncr to (j^^^ j^jj^ ^p in a cloiftcr, and fome time 
gifmund. ^tftcT fcut him prifoucr to Sigifmundy with 
an offer of the Rujftan crown to his fbn 
TJladiJlaus ; which was the only mean left 
to put an end to all jdifFereiices. Upon this, 

King 
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King Sigifmund recalled his troops from the B o o k 
fervice of Demetrius ^ who, being at laft a- L 
bandoned on all fides, was murdered at v>^v^n^ 
Calluga by the Tartars. 

King Sigifmund received the Rujfian Am- 
baflador as lie lay with his army befieging 
Smolenfcoy and, haying agreed to moft of his 
demands, fent orders to his General^ Stani" 
Jlaus Salio/ky, (who lay with an army near 
Mofco-uT) to receive the fubmiflion of the. 
Ruffians^ and proclaim his fon Emperor. 

But (bme time after, the Voles carrying 
themfelves infolently towards the Ruffians^ 
and Uladijlaus not appearing, they raifed an 
army in conjunftion with the Swedes-^ with 
defign to drive the Toles out of the empire. 
At the fame time, giving the Swedijh Gene- 
ral to underftand, that his King s brother, 
Charles Thilipj might very probably be c- 
lefted Czar. The Toles being informed of 
this, fet fire to the' city of Mofcow in feve- xhe Pofe^ 
ral quarters, and inhumanly maffacred an bum Mof 
infinite number of the inhabitants; then*^^' 
plundered the treafury, the churches and 
convents, and retired towards their frontiers 
loaded with fpoil ; which misfortune the 
Ruftans feel to this day. The Sxuedijh Ge- 
nerals having contributed not a little -to the 
expelling of the Toles^ and not thinking 
themfelves fufficiently rewarded for their 
fervice, on their march homeward furprized 

and 
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Bo OK and took the city of grczt Novogrod ; to 
L redeem which, the Ruffians gave them all 
"^^^^ Ingria. Thus fell that Rujjian province in- 
{^^'\to^o the hands oi Sweden. This treaty was 
the handj brought aibout by the mediation of King 
of^^wr- ja^^j vi. of Scotland and I. 6( England, 
^^* which occafioned Czar Peter more than' 
once to fay, That he was more obliged to the 
predeceflbrs of the Chevalier de St. George^ 
than to all the monarchs of the world. 



End of the Firjl Book. 
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B O O K W. 

The Hijiary of Russia. 

AFTER much bloodfhed and nianygQQj- 
changes, in the year 1613, the Rujft- jj^ 
ans chofe Michael Theodoroivkh Romanow i^-v^o 
for Emperor ; whofe father being Patriarch ^j^^^^^ 
at that tinie, it made his election eafy. H^^jcLlca* 
is reckoned amongft the beft of their Czars, cd, i6is* 
having governed with prudence and decency* 
This Prince got the fccond fzKeDe?netrius's 
fon, together with Maria Anne his mother 
into his power, whom he ordered to be 
thruft under the ice and drowned in ' the 
Occa. This aftion does not agree with his 
charafter of mildnefs; for, whatever he 
might have done with the fon, the mother 
ought to have been fpared, as in all her ani- 
ons fhe fhowed fpirit a4ad mettle, and was 
exceeding beautiful. 

A 
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Book A third Deinetrius who made a buftlc 
IL for a while^ was taken by the Co[facks near 
y^<^ Tlejkow, and delivered up to the^ Czar; 
vJmllrg^ ^^^ caufed him be executed publicUy the 
us. day of his coronation. This Prince having 
made peace with all his neighbours, died in 
the year 1 645, and was fucceeded by his 
Jlfxis fon Alexis MichaeloTvich : in whofe minori- 
Michaelo' ^y^ ^j^^ miniftry having more regard to their 
^645. ^wn intereft' than that of the public, vexed 
the people grievoufly, by impofing a high tax 
upon every thing, efpecially upon fait, bran- 
dy and tobacco, which occafioned a revolt 
over the whole city, and elfewhere: they 
Great dif- fell upon the miijiftry, murdered feveral of 
orders m j-j^^j^^ and plundered their houfes; and, it 
was with great difficulty the Czar prevailed 
wit^h them to Ipare the life of his maftcr of 
' Ithe houfliold. Boras Morofcow. During 
this uproar, a fire, broke out in the city, 
which, confumed feveral thoufands of houfes, 
with many people ; nor could the flames be 
got extinguifhed, till a cry went ariaongfl: 
the mob, that unlefs the corpfe of the chan- 
cellor and of ^lefchow were thrown into 
* the flames, they would not go out. This 
was no fooner faid than done ; on which it 
is reported the flames ceafed: but fure, this 
aft of fury and barbarity fliould rather be 
ftigmatized with juft feverity, than have mi- 
raculous fuccefles afcribed to it. The people 

at 
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at Novvgrod and Tlejkow alfo rebelled, (b Bo o k 
that the governors were obliged to leave the IL 
towns: but all being pacified ztMofcow^ v-/vs^ 
the Czar ordered twelve thoufand men to 
Novogrod^ and the like number to Tlef- 
koiVy whereupon they fubmittcd. 

But when all feemed to be in peace and The rc- 
quietnefs, both at home and abroad, anoto-^^^^^ ®^ 
rious rebel, whofe name was Stenh Razin^ Razin. 
a Doncoffacky having got a good many loofe 
people together, fell a robbing and plunder- 
ing over all. Stenkos brother had com- 
manded the Doncojpicks fome years before, 
under General Prince George Dalgorukj, on 
the frontiers of Toland; a|id falling Ihort 
of provifiohs, marched home with the Cof- 
facksy without acquainting the commanding 
General, who, fending for him to know 
the caufe of his leaving the army, and get- ^ 
ting no fatisfaftory anfwer, c^ufed hang him 
up without further ceremony. This was 
the occafion of Stenko's rebellion ; who was 
fo full of revenge, that he fpared neither 
friend nor foe : Rujfians and Verjians he 
murdered and plundered without diftinftion, 
till at laft to put an end to his villanies, 
Prince John Samolefivich Troforoskoj^ Go- 
vernor of Ajlracan^ marched againft him 
with all the forces he could raife. Stenko 
not being able to oppofe them, fubmitted 
to the Czar-s clemency, promifuig on par- 
VoL. I. H dot). 
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Book don, to behave like a good fubjeft for the 
II. future; but this was only to gain time, for 
^^^'^^^ in a few months after he appeared at the 
head of greater numbers, and by a promife 
of reward and beftowing his money liberal- 
ly, he corrupted the inhabitants of Afira^ 
J. can ; fo that, when he came before the city 
feizcs^ y^- early in a morning to attack it, they opened 
ftracan. their gatcs and allowed him entrance. The 
Governor fufpefting no fuch thing, was in 
the church at prayers (as the Ruffians com- 
monly arc at that time): Stenko fent and 
caufed tell him, that if he, with the officers 
of the garfilbn, would fubmit and acknow- 
ledge him for their fovereign, they Ihould 
not only be fafe, but meet with all encour- 
agement ; which they refufing, were inftant* 
. ly cut to pieceSi Befides the Governor and 
his brother, there were feveral foreign offi^ 
cers put to death ; amongft others, one Co- 
lonel Baillie a Scotfman. After this, he 
feized on the treafury, and plundered all 
the rich houfes in the town, sparing neither 
church lior convent. From Aftracan he 
inarched againft Zaratoiv^ an other confi- 
derable town which he alfo took, ufing the 
mhabitapts after the fame manner. The 
like fate befel Samara^ hut Simbojkoyy a 
ftrong place, held out vigoroufly againft 
him ; where, after having made feveral at- 
■^ tacks, he was repulfed with ^ eonfiderable 

lofs^ 
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lofs ; which enraged him to that degree, diat Book 
he vowed the deftruftion of the whole coun- 11. 
try. This, feveral of his friends took a- V/''^^*^ 
mifs; telling him, that by ufing fuch rigo- 
rous methods, he could not propofe to g?dn 
the hearts of the people ; that with the rich 
people in towns, he might do as he in- 
clined, but the country ought to be prefer* 
ved for his own fake. He had regard to 
their advice, and fent his declarations over 
the whole kingdom of AJiracan^ inviting all 
to come and join him, alTuring them he 
would ufe them well, and free them from 
the oppreffion of the Rujftans : thefe pro* 
miies had fuch an effeft upon the country 
people (being generally fond of a change;, 
that they went to him in multitudes, fo that 
his army was exceedingly increafed. He 
likewife fent emiffaries into Jft«^^, and even 
into the city of Mo/cow^ who praifed his 
moderation, and encouraged all to a general 
revolt: he thought of nothing lefs than der 
throning the Czar, and making himfelf ma* 
ftcr of the empire. 

The Czar feeing matters come to this ex* 
tremity, fent a ftrong army againft him, un* 
der the command of the fame Prince Doh 
goruky^ who had caufed hang Stenko's bro*^ 
ther, as being the propereft perfon to deal 
with hioif Stenko's army was fuperior in 
H z number 
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Bo OK number to the Czar's,, but neither fo well 
II. armed nor commanded. 

v^nr>^ Stenkd ordered a body of fifteen thoufand 
chofen men to incommode the enemy, com- 
manding them exprefsly not to give battle, 
till he fhould come up with the grofs of the 
army, to make fure of a compleat viftory; 
for by defeating this army, he hoped to 
^ become m^er of the whole empire : but 
'Prince Dolgoruky was fb lucky as to furprizc 
and cut in pieces tliis advanced body, taking 
fevcral thoufand prifbners ; fo that few e- 
fcaped. He then march(sd ftraight againft 
the main body of the rebels, who wxre eur 
camped near a town called Arfamis^ where, 
in their view, to ftrike the more terror, hp 
caufed hang up all the prifoners in their 

Is aban- (hirts: this had the defired efFeft, for the 

doncd by night following, many of Stenko% principal 
8 ncnds. £j.j^j^ jg^ amongft others, Asho 2XiiL Morakoy 
together with his nephew, went and fub- 
mitted to the Czar. Then finding himfelf 
abandoned by thofe in whom he moft con- 
fided, and fearing left he fhould be taken 
and delivered up by his own people, he 
went off and left his army, recommending 
the command to his companion Sioretas ; 
whom he ordered back to Afiracan^ to keep 
out that town, till he fhould afTemble more 
forces to continue the war with the better 
fuccefs; but, the army after they came to 

Aftracan^ 
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jiftracan, took Sioretas^ bound him hand Book 
and foot, and drowned him in the Wolga^ 11. 
then furrendered the town to the Czar. / ^^^^v^y 

Stenko with his brother, and a few more, 
went to SaritzUj in hopes to prevail with 
the Doncoffacks to join him ; but the Hett- 
man Jaculow^ inftead of that, caufed appre- 
hend him with his brother FroJka^ and fent 
them both in chains to Mofcow; where Stenko The end 
was broke upon the wheel, and the rebellion °^ '^'^«^^* 
extinguifhed. Being afked how he durft 
take up arms againft the Czar, and commit 
fuch horrid barbarities, and wHat he defign- 
ed further? he replied, that he defigned to 
march to the city of Mofcoiv^ and deftroy 
all the boyars, Prince Dolgoruky amongft 
the lirft; who had been the occafion of all 
this work. His brother Froika, as he wias 
going to the block, called out that he want- 
ed to fpeak with the Czar, having fomething 
to difcover, which without him he never 
could come to the knowledge of: it being 
afked what that was, he replied, that he 
would difcover it to none but the Emperor 
bimfelf ; whereupon, he was admitted into 
the Czar's prefence, who pardoned him on 
difcovering where his brother's treafure lay. 

Czar Alexis Michaelowich, being cpn- Czar Ale- 
temporary with Oliver Croimuell, had fo^;'^^^"^^^ 
great an abhorrence of his rebellion and tc- gnjh mzx^ 
bellious praftices, that he caufed banifh all chantt. 

the 
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Bo OK the Engli/h merchants out of his domini- 
II. ons, particuhry, the faftory at jirchangel^ 

^-^^^^^^ which was not re-eftablifhed till after the 
reftoration of King Charles 11. and even 
then, he obliged them to pay high taxe§ 
and duties, which they had not been in vXt 
to pay before. 

Ancwim- During this Prince's reign, a new impo- 

poftor, ftor ftarted up in Toland, whofe name was 
Timojkaj giving himfelf o\itto be the fon of 
Zujky. Cn the arrival of anAmbaflador 
from Rujfia to the King at War/aw^ he left 
Tolandy and betook himfelf to the famous 
Schmilniskyy General of the Coffacks ; by 
whom he was well received and entertain- 
ed, till an envoy from the Czar to that Ge- 
neral remonftrated againft it: from thence 
he retired to Conjiantinople^ where he turn- 
ed Turk ; and from that place, as the ftory 
goes, he went to Rome and became reman 
catholick, and fo wandered about from 
place to place, till at laft he came to HoU 
Jiein^ where he was known by a Rujjfian 
commiflTary, who caufed him be imprifoned. 
After being confined a whole year, he was 

IBs fate, delivered up to the Czar, who qiufed cut 
off his head at Mo/cow. 

Czar jilexis retook from the ^oles du-? 
ring their wars with the Turks, the towns 
o^ Smolensko, Ktow 2nd Cherniskoiv ; which 
they hjtd kept poffeffion of fin^e the time 
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t)r the fecond falfe Demetrius. About this Bo o k 
time the Coffacks having had long and IL 
bloody wars with the Toles^ (by whom they v.-^v^-^ 
had been oppreffed) by agreement withPj^^^^ 
the Czar, crofled the Borifthenes to the under the 
number of fifty thoufand famiHes, taking a- ^^^'■'^ 
long with them all they could carry, and ^'^°^^'*^°* 
fettled in the Ukraine^ under the Czar's pro- 
teftion ; where they have ever fince conti- 
nued, and increafed to triple that number, 
and can now bring into the field an army 
of fixty, feventy, or one hundred thoufand 
men ; but, as the world now goes, bad 
troops, and without difcipline. 

This Emperor was twice married : his c^ar j4- 
firft Emprefs was Mary Illini/na, daughter ^^""K^ 
to Illia Donilowich Milo flat sky ^ a boyar ; ^if^J^A-y^' 
by whom, he had four fons and five daugh- 
ters. His eldeft fon ^lexowich^ born in the 
year 1653, was. candidate for the crown of 
Poland after King Cajtmtrs demife : this 
Prince died in the year 1670. His fecond 
fon, Theodore^ lived to fucceed him: Mich-- 
ael^ his third fon, died in the year 1 679 \ 
and John^ his fourth fon, fucceeded his bro- . , 
ther Theodore. Irene, his eldeft daughter, 
died in the year 1 678 : Sophia, his fecond, 
was fhe that occafioned fo much trouble to 
Peter the Great: Maria Anne , the third, 
died young: Katharine^ and Maria Alexe-^ 
^v)na^ the fourth and fifth, both lived to a 

great 
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Book great age. His fecond Efnprefs was NataU 
II. Ita Karilonvna^ daughter to Kuril Naritskifty 
^<^^'r>j ^at that time a Colonel of the Strelitzes). 
The Czar took a fancy to this lady on ac- 
count of her great beauty: by this marriage 
Peter he had the Emperor Peter the Great, 
kTrnf*^"^^^™ 7^;/^ nth 1672, and a Princefs of 
1672. incomparable beauty, whofe name was iViz- 
tallia yllexce'wna. 

During the reign of Uladijlaus King of 
A fifth im Vf^oland^ there appeared a genteel young man 
^ * about his court, who was by birth a Cojfack; 
and being at a certain time in the bath with 
fome of his acquaintances, they difcovere4 
fome characters on his back, which they 
could make nothing of; nor did he pretend 
to know any thing about them himfelf 
The Crown-treafurer being informed of 
this, fent for the young man, and, after 
^ having afked hmi feveral queftions about his 
birth and parents, he fent for z Ruffian 
prieft, who in the Treafur^er's prefence, (the • 
young man putting off his cloaths) read the 
following words : Demetrius, son to 
THE Emperor Demetrius: on which 
the Treafurer carried him direftly to the 
King, who, willing to embrace all occafions 
that could create trouble to the Ruffians, 
caufed appoint him an equipage, and de- 
clare him heir to the Ruffian empire. The 
ftory was given out thus : * That the Woy- 

* wodc 
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* wode of Sandamirs daughter, Mariana^Bo ok 
had been delivered of him during the time 11. 
of her imprifonment, and had caufed con- 
vey him fefe away, v^rith thefe charafters 
imprinted on his back, whereby he might 
afterwards be known/ But King 17//V/- 
/laus dying foon after, his fucceffor, John 
Cajfimlr^ appearing to live in better corre- 
fpondence with the Rujftansy he thought 
himfelf no more in fafety at the Tolijh 
court, but retired privately to Revel; and 
from thence into Sweden, where, not think- 
ing himfelf fafe either, he went into Hoi-- 
Jieifiy where he was imprifoned, and by that 
Duke delivered up to the Czar, for difcharg- 
ing a debt he was owing to the Rujftan court. ' 
It was generally believed that King C//a- 
dijlaus^ being a Prince of mettle and aftivity, 
had contrived and fpirited up, this lafi impo- 
ftor, to afford him a plaufible pretence for 
invading RuJJia with a poweriful army in 
conjunftion with the Coffacks, Tartars and 
difafFefted RuJJlanSy in hopes of making 
himfelf mafter of the empire > fpr, he never 
could digeft the lofs of it, after having been 
lolemrily proclaimed Czar. 

Towards the Ifttter end of Czif Akxis^s' 
life, Poland was like to have been fwallow- 
ed up by the Turks, Tartars, and rebellious 
Cojfacks; but notwithftanding the animofity 
and hatred that fubfifted betwixt the Toles. 
Vol. L I a^nrf 



66 The History of 

Book and Ruffians^ the Czar did not think it con- 
IL venient to allow Poland to become a pro- 
^^■^ vince of the Ottoman empire. This he 
dfrtak«°^ found the Turks were aiming at ; he there- 
thc dc- fore fent an Ambaflador to the Grand Seig- 
^°^ J^f niof, defiring him to defift from hoftilities 
agdnft Tolancfj elfe he fhould be obliged to 
join that nation with all his force. The 
Turks not regarding this embafly, continued 
to harrafs "^Poland; whereupon the Czar 
caufed march an army of ap hundred thou- 
land men into the Ukraincy under the com- 
mand ofPtinccDolgorukj, who after having 
given a notable defeat to the Cojjacks^ and 
forced their General to retire into a ftrong 
place, called Shegreetty befieged it, and in a 
tew weeks obliged Dorofinsky General of 
the Coffacksy together widi all in the plac^ 
to furrender at difcretion, notwithftanding 
all the endeavours the Turks and Tartars 
ufed to relieve it: they then fell into the 
Vkraine by Dorofinsky % advice, burnt a 
great many towns, and laid wafte a great 
part of that fertile country. 
Mev:u Czar Alexis Michaelowich died in the 

ics, year 1 675, aged forty-fix, and was fucceed- 
Czar ed by his fon Theodore. The new Czar 
Theodon. entered into a treaty with Toland, to con- 
tinue the war againft the Turks; who the 
year after, with a powerful army (the Grand 
Vizier at their head) befieged Shegreen^ 

where. 
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where. Prince Dolgoruky after having repair- Book 
ed the fortifications, had left a efficient II. 
garrifon under the command of a Rujftan v-^^rv 
gentleman, Iwan Michaelowich yirgisky ; 
■who during the liege being killed by a 
bomb. Colonel Patrick Gordon^ the ne*P 
commanding officer, was declared Gover*^ 
nor, and defended the town to the laft. 
Prince Romodanoskj/^ who was ordered by 
the G^ar with an army of an hundred thou* 
fand men, not only to put fuccours into the 
place, but to force the Turks to abanSoQ. 
the fiege, did neither, but came up with 
this great army and encamped within view 
of the town, without attempting any thing 
farther ; and remained in this ina<n:ivity, tiu 
the Turks in his fight tpok the pjac^ by af- 
fault. When Colonel Gordon perceived that 
all was loft, he took the advantage of the 
confufion, and made his way throjugh the 
enemy, with one officer only, in a very ex-f 
traordinary manner, and got to the Rujfian 
camp next morning, almoft dead with 
wounds, hunger and fatigue. . After the 
town was taken. Prince Roniodanosky retreat*- 
cd with the army under his command to the 
frontiers of Rujfta: h^s conduft in this cam- 
paign w^'s fo miich blamed, that he fell into . 
difgrace, and was never after employed. 
Colonel Gordons behaviour was fo much 
approved o^ that he was advanced to the 
I z rank 
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Book rank of Major-Gcneral, and ordered to 

IL command the troops in and about Kiow. 

y^rr>u The T'urks after having made themfelves 

. mafters oi $hegreen^ did not think it worth 

their while to keepagarrifon in a place fofar 

diftant from their frontiers, they therefore de- 

moliflied the fortifications, and burnt the town 

to aflies, then retired towards the Danube. 

"John Sobiejhy being now King oi^oland^ 

and having beat the Turks in feveral battles. 

There ri/ '^^^ fo humbled them, that they concluded. 

make a peace with the Czar, who (incc his accef- 

pcace with (ion to the thronc, - had been continually 

thcCzar» ■ . '' 

engaged m war. 

The Czar having made peace' with his' 
neighbours, refolved -to marry a lady of 
^olijh extraftion, whofe name was Maria 
-^Eujimona Guchifska ; whereat the patriarch 
and nobility were highly diffatisfiecf, but the 
Czar was pofitive : and, when the patriarch 
came to diffuade him from marrying a fo- 
reigner, he xleclared, that if he was not al- 
lowed to marry her, he fhould never think 
of any other. Then, faid the patriarch, 
llnce it is your majefty's pleafure, none 

The Czar ought to find fault with it. The marriage 
was fblemnized a few days after ; but the 
lady died in child-bed within the year, and 
It was believed, that the midwives did not 

The Cza-^^ ^^^'^^^^^y? but fufFered the mother and 

riua dies, chlld both tO pcrifll. 

' • The 
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The Czar had fo great a love for this Bo ok 
lady, that he never could be comforted af- 11. 
ter her death. The reafon why the nation ^■^^^'"^ 
in general had a diflike to this marriage, 
was, that hitherto the Czars had been in 
ufc of chufing their conforts from a- 
mong the ladies of their own country. 
When the Czar wanted a wife, all the cele- 
brated beauties of the empire were brought 
to court, where they continued for fomc 
time, and, whoever the Prince liked beft 
he made choice of, difmifling the reft with- 
prefents. The father, or the neareft of kin 
to the Emprefs, became of courfe prime 
minifter, and had the fole management of 
affairs ; which every one is ambitious of: 
and, as in fuch a cafe there muft be many 
difappointed, they comforted themfelves ' 
with this, that they might be more fuccefs-* 
ful at another time. But when the Czar 
married with a foreign Princefs, none of 
them have any fuch title ; for then, merit, 
or rather favour takes place. 

Czzr Theodore^ much againft his inclina-Thc^ 
tion, was after this lady's death Prevailed ^^^^^ 
with to marry a young lady of the Jippraxin riagc and 
family ; by whom he had no iffue, but foon ^^**^- 
after fickened and died of melancholy. 

As he lay on his death-bed, the Strelitzes The in- 
marched into the city in a tumultuous man- fu^J^caion 
ner,. giving out that they were ill ufed ^y%r^^iizej. 

their 
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Book their colonels, particularly by Colonel Si-- 
II. inon Grihoeedoff; who, they faid, had obli- 

\^^rsj ged them to carry materials for building his 
houfe, near MofcoiVj in the Eajier week, 
when they fhould have been employed about 
their devotions, (as the Ruffians at fuch fe- 
ftivals commonly are). They had drawn up 
a petition to the Czar demanding redrefs of 
this, and all other grievances; which was 
prefented in a very threatning manner by 
one of the moft forward of them, upon the 
15th of April 1682, as Czar Theodore was 
ftruggling with death. The boyar, Prince 
George Dolgoruky^ caufed acquaint the Stre^ 
litz who had prefented the petition, to re- 
pair next morning to the chancery, where 
the Czar's pleafure Ihould be declared to 
him ; and in the mean time gave orders to 
DumoHoi Jaifucoffy that how foon the Stre- 
litz appeared, he fhould be taken into cu- 
ftody and carried to the parade, there to 
recdve fo many laihes with the knout, (a 
punifhmerit almoft equal to death) for daring 
to prefent fo infolent a petition to his majefty : 
the Strelitz went to the chancery next 
morning, where he was immediately fdzed, 
and carried to the parade; at which place 
the Strelitzes keeped guard. . As the execu- 
tioner was Gripping off his cloaths, after 
fentence read, in prefence of the guard, he 
called out to his companions, Brethren, what 

I 
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rhave done is by all your advices and con- Bo o K 
fcntj fo, I hope you will not fuffer fuch »II. 
an indignity and affront to be put upon ^^^^^/ 
me in your prcfencc for a fuppofed crime, 
of which wc are all equally guilty. He had 
no fooner fpokc thefe words, than the guards 
laid hands on the executioners, and beat 
them fo feverely, that they left them half 
dead upon the fpot: the Diak who was to 
have witneffed the execution, faved himfelf , 
by the fwiftnefe of his horfe. 

After this, the Strelzites gathered together 
in multitudes, to complain of moft of their 
colonels to the Czar : they had agreed to ac^ 
cufe nine, and if redrcfs was denied them, 
were to take fatisfaftion at their awn hands. 
The next day being Wednefday the 17th of 
yipril^ Czar Theodore dying at four of the 
clock afternoon, the Strelitzes were ordered 
to repair to the parade, to kifs the crofs to 
the two Czars, John and "J^eter^ (kiffing of 
the crofs was the only oith that had hi- 
therto been tendered in this country) : the John and 
reafon why both the Czars were proclaimed ^'^f^'*^^^ 
together, was, that John^ the eldeft, on ac-^** 
count of his infirmities and blindnefs, was 
not capable to take the burden of the go- 
vernment on himfelf alone ; therefore, the , 
young Prince, 7eter^ was joined with him. 
Thefe ceremonies being over, the Strelzites 
repaired to their refpcftive • quarters, and 

continued 
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Book, continued to live peaceably till the 28th; 
11. * when the corpfe o^^Czzr/Theodore vf^sm- 

y^'^^rsj terred: but on the 29th * (being *Sc2/«r^/ay) 
they alTembled and marched in great num- 
bers to the palace gates, requiring without 
delay, that the two Czars fhoiild caufe arreft 
nine of their colonels, and punifh them for 
the crimes they had to lay to their charge, 
otherwife they would be obliged to cut their 
throats, plunder their houfes, and one way 
or other fatisfy themfelves: they further 
threatned, that if thefe demands were not 
immediately complied with, not only thefe 
nine colonels, but feveril other perfons of 
higher rank fhould be taken to tafk. The 
court, who heartily wilhed to put an end 
to thefe diforders, the day following caufed 
put the nine colonels in arreft ; and further 
promifed, thzt the Strelitzes fhould have all 
manner of juftice done them : they were 
notfatisfied with this, biit would have the 
colonels delivered up to them, that they 
might punifh them as they, inclined. The 
affair cs^me to fuch a height, that the court 
was obliged to fend a metropolitan, and fe- 
veral other bifhops to appeafe the tumult : 
the Strelitzes were immediately paid up all 
their claims, the nine colonels difgraced, 
and beat in their prefence with the batto- 
gues, and new ones put in their places ; 
wherewith they feemed fatisfied at prefent. 

But 
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But thefc fierce people were not really Boon 
latijsfied with all this condefcenfion ; and II. 
what they had already done, was but a pre- ^^-T^. 
lude to a far greater tragedy, which foon 
followed ; being encouraged arid pufhed on 
thereto by Czar Johns kindred on the mo- 
ther's fide, particularly by the boyar, Prince 
Havanjky. The Strelitzes defired to fpeak 
with Czar John^ that they might be inform- 
ed from himfelf, if he was really inclined 
tQ have his brother Prince Teter joined iii 
the government with him : for, they had 
been made believe that all Czar John's kin- 
dred were turned out of office, and Prince 
Teters^ viz. 'the Narit/kins, put in theit 
places ; that Naritjkin his grandfather*, was 
become prime minifter ; his fons young men; 
(the eldcft not above twenty years) Johti^ 
and Affanacie^ the one made Treafliref , and 
the other General of the artillery, in plac6 
of Alexis Lefcow^ and his brother Michael^ 
near kinfmen to Czar John. 

The bc^ar Artemon Jeufeivich was recal- 
led from exile, and ordered to prepare for 
court; who, as he came near to Mo/cow^ 
finding matters in fo great confufiori, occa*-^ 
iioned by the uproar of the Strelitzes ^ would 
not enter that city, but continued at fome 
diftancc, until one of the Ciar's coaches 
was fent to bring him with more honour* 
When he appeared at court be was graci- 
VoL. h ^ tmdy 
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Book oufly received by the two Czars, the Em- 
II. preis [dowager,' and the princeffes : the Stre- 

, vv>^ litzes themfelVes welcomed him after the 
manner of the country, by prefenting him 
with bread and fait; which ^ is the greateft 
mark of fefpeft that can be put upon any 
perfon/ This minifter had fallen into dis- 
grace with Czar Theodore^ for having too 
warmly oppofed his marriage with the "To* 
lij}? lady, he was forfeited and fent into ba- 
nifhment : but, it had been better for him 
he had continued a while longer in dilgrace. 
^ He no fooner appeared at Court, than he 
began to find fault with all their proceed- 
ings, alledging, that they fhould not have 
yielded in the minuteft point to the rebels : 
and thus far, he was furely in the right, if 
any refolute perfon had been at hand with 
a body of faithful troops to have oppofed 
them ; but at this junfture it was not the 
cafe, for the Strelitzes were the guards, and 
no other troops near Mofcoiv. He alfo 
found fault with the advancement of the 
. Naritfkins^ alledging that it was too foon, 
before the government was entirely fettled 
In Prince Teters perfon. 

Havattfky with his Strelitzes, were in the 
mean time contriving farther mifchiefs : they 
were not ignorant of what pafTed at court, 
and fearing, that fooner or latter they might 
be called to account for what they had 

already 
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already done, they fpread a falfe report ar B o o K 
mongft the people, as if John Naritfkin^ the IL 
Emprefs dowager's brother, had doathed ^•^'"^^ 
himfelf with the Czar's robes, and placed 
hi mfelP on the imperial throne, faying, that 
it became no man iii the whole Ru(ftair cm- 
pir.e to reprefent the Czar, better than himr 
fi'lf; that thereupon the Emprefs dowager, 
Princefs Sophia^ and the two Czars, John 
^ndT eter^ took him heartily to tafk for 
fuch infolence, but that he without regard^ 
ftepped down from the throne, feizedCzar 
John by the throat ; and, had he not beenr 
prevented by the Emprefles and princefTes, 
would have inftantly ftrangled him. 

This ridiculous ftory was handed about The Stre- 
amongft the populace, to cover their mif- morefSb^ 
chievous defigns, and to render the family lent, 
of Naritskin ftill more odious : immediate- 
ly, the StreUtzes marched in great numbers 
to the palace, armed, calling out all the 
way as they paffed, that John Naritskin had * 
almoft murdered Czar John^ inviting all to 
take arms for his refcue: a party of them 
went to ring the great bell, which is never 
done but on extraordinary occafion«, and 
by order: another party went to fecure the 
palace gates, that none who w^ere within 
might efcape. The lords who were there 
fitting in council, began to think of their ^ 
own fafety, and defigned to make their 
K Z ?fcapej 
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Book elcape; but the Strelitzes had by this time, 
IL not only broke their coaches to pieces, but 

S/^^rsj taken away their horfes, and after having 
placed guards all roiand the palace, a party 
of thjcm went into the court, defiring to 
Ipeak with Czzr John^ who immediately 
appearing with his full fifter Sophia^ they 
made a low bow, and fpoke to him after; 
this manner : ^ You are our Emperor, may 

* God long preferve you, but let traitors 

* perifh/ , They defired him to take the 
government in his own perfon, ^nd neither 
divide it, nor renounce it in favours of his 
brother Prince Teter: this he promifed 
to comply, with. ^ Then, they infiftec| 
on having all the traitors delivered up to 
them; in the firft place, old Naritskin and 
his fbn John^ and, in ihprt, the whole fa- 
mily, that they might be cut off root and 
branch: » only (faid they), lef theEmprelsi 
dowager, Natallia Karllownay be fent to a 
cloifter for the reft of her days, for we will 
with our blood, guard and preferve our 
Czar John^ and Prince "Teter^ againft all 
their enemies. 

The boyar Artemon Jeureivich^ and Prince 
Michael Jeurewich Dolgorukjj Went out in 
^ very complaifant manner to commune with 
them, defiring to know what they wanted : 
but they, without allowing thefe gentlemen 
to (peak any more, faid, Yow are the great-? 
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eft traitors ; laid forthwith hands upon them, Book 
and threw them down amongft their com- II. 
panions, by whom they were unmercifully ^^^^v,' 
butchered, and their bodies Carried off and y^y 
expofedin the publick market-place: after rage* 
which, they called for the reft of the trai- 
tors, that they might make an end of them 
all, and gave in a lift of forty-fix perfons, all 
of high rank. Then feeing no body more 
would venture out amongft them, nor make 
them any farther reply, they forced their way 
without refpeft to the Czars and princefTes 
apartments, laid hold on Affonacte Naritskin^ 
one of the Emprefs's brothers, dragged him 
forth, and difpatched him, as they had donie 
the two lords before: then, they feized on 
the Dumenie Loriwon^ with his fon Bajily 
and ferved them in the like manner. They 
cried without intermiffion. Long live Czar 
Joh^ and Prince y^/er, but may all traitors 
die. Aftqr this, they demanded that John 
Naritskin fhould be given up to them ; but 
as this was not granted, they fearched for ' 
him in ali corners, till at laft they laid hands 
on ^eter Theodorowich Sulticoiv, whom 
they took for Naritskin j and threw him out 
of the window, where he was inftantly 
murdered, tho' they had no intention to 
hurt any of that family ; for, if he had but 
Ipoke and told who he was when they laid 
hands on him, 1\q h^d beqn f^f^, but he. • 

had 
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Book had not the refolution to utter one word^ 
11. As foon as they difcovered their miftake, 

\.^r^ they carried the cor pfe to his fathers houfe, 
told that they had killed his fon ignorantly, 
and begged pardon. The father was con- 
drained to feem pleafed, and entertain them 
with ftrong liquor. They next unmerciful- 
ly put to death the old General, Prince Ro^ 
modanoskyj but his fon they fpared, for his 
having been detained a good humber of 
years amongft the Tartars:-- Towards even- 
ing, old Prince George Dolgoruky was kill- 
ed: as he pafled thi;ough the great market- 
place, going to his own houfe, a good 
many of the StreUtzes went out of xe^eft 
on each fide his coach to wait on him home j 
making apologies for killing his fon, fay-f 
ing they had no defign on any of his fa- 
mily ; but that he had appeared with Arte- 
mon and fpoke harfhly, and th'at they had 
done in the heat of paffion what they wifh- 
ed not to have done. The old Prince was 
forced to fupprefs his concern, and when 
he entered into his own hoiife, called for 
liquors to entertain them w}th; but the 
princefles, his lady and daughter, were not 
to be comforted, which made the old man 
fay, forbear weeping, for though my fon 
be dead, he has ftill two'fons who may live; 
which unguarded expreffion coft him his 
life: for, they took it as a threatning, that 

his 
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his fbns might live one day to revenge their Book 
father's death ; and forthwith murdered him 11. 
in his 'own houfe. A^^*^*"^^ 

The night following the Strelitzes cori- 
tinned about the palace, keeping ftrong 
guards, and fent parties to the hoiiles of 
thofe they had a defign on, but found no 
body, every one taking care to make his 
efcapc in time. In all thehoufcs they fearch- 
ed, nothing was plundered, they keeped (b 
good order. 

Next morning, they fent a party to the 
quarter where all the foreigners lived, call- 
ed Nemetsky Slaboda^ to make fearch for 
the Ca^ar's phyfician, Doctor Daniel^ a Jew^ 
giving out that he had poifoned the late 
Czar Theodore. They did not find him at 
home, but there lived in the neighbour- 
hood another of the Czar's phyficians, call- 
ed John Goodmerkj into whofc houfe they 
went, and faid to him, You and Doftor 
Daniel are good frieqds, therefore you cer- 
tainly mufl know where he is, and till he be 
found, we will not part with you. It was 
in vain to ofFef any reafon to thefe people ; 
for not withftan ding all he could fay, they 
carried him with his wife, then big with 
child, to their guard. 

All diis tinie they continued fearching in 
the imperial apartments for John Naritsktn^ 
whom not finding, unluckily they met with 

the 



8o ThS HiSTbRY of 

Bo o k the boyar John Maximowieh^ together \\ath 
11. the Dumeniey Stephen Crilow and Gregory 
^^^'^'^^^ Garaftm one of their Colonels, whom they 
inftantly butchered. A little iafter, they 
chanced to meet with Doftor DanleFs fon, 
a youth not full twenty years ; who not be- 
ing able tt> difcover where his father was, 
they quickly made an end of him. 

Then tliey laid hands on Doftor Good-- 
tnerkj faying, fince Daniel is not to be 
found, this man muft fufFer for him, and 
inftantly murdered him. They defigned 
likewife to have killed his wife, but theEm- 
prefs and princeffes interceeded for hen 
Then Bajil Thilomenow^ a kinfman of the 
JSfantskinSy together with Andrew Dolenow 
another of their Colonels^ whom they found 
concealed under the great altar of the Empe- 
ror's chapel, with feveral lawyers and wri- 
ters, they put unmercifully to death. 

At laft the Eraprefs dowager begged on 
her knees the life of her old father, Kuril 
Naritskin; which they granted, on condi- 
tion that he fliould forthwith retire into a 
convent, and his younger fon be fent to 
fome remote place into banifhrhent. 

On the 17th of Maj, the unhappy Do- 
ftor Daniel fell into their hands, after ha- 
ving wandered about in difguife for two 
days and two nights : being like to perifli 
for want of food, he went into a friend's 

houfe. 
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houfe, alking for fomewhat to cat and Book 
drink; but this falfe friend,, inftead of re- II. 
lieving his neccflities, delivered him up to ^^^^>^^^ 
the Strelitzesj who, notwithftanding the 
Emprefs dowager and Princefs Sophias in- 
terceflion, put him to death. 

After this, they cried out, we know very 
well th^t John Naritskin is concealed by you 
in the palace, therefore, without more ado 
deliver him up to us, and we fhall remit 
thofe of the traitors that as yet remain iin- 
punifhed,,to the Czar's juftice: with this 
proyifo, that we be pardoned, and what we 
have done regarded as a fervice to the ftatc, 
and not as a" rebellion. Whereupon, the 
Emprefs declared that all their demands 
ihould be granted, only begged, that her 
hrothcv. John might be fpared; byt they 
called out more vehemently, give him up 
to us without delay, or we will fearch till 
-we find him, and make things ftill worfe: 
we have fpared the father and younger chil- 
dren, but John muft fufFer by our hands. 
At laft, v^hen nothing could prevail, the 
Emprefs dowager and Princefs Sophia^ toge- 
ther with the metropolitan carrying a cruci- 
fix in his hand, and John Naritskin in a 
fupplicant manner, all begged to fave his 
life ; but, they without any regard, took 
hold of him by his long hair, dragged' him 
forth in their fight, and put him unmerci- 
Vol. I. h fully 
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Book fully to death, calling out, now we are fa- 
ll, tisfied, his Czarifh majefty,* whom God 
^^^"^"^ long prefervc, may do with ,the reft of the 

traitors as he Ihall incline. 

The two After which, Cz^r John appeared, and 

Czars €n- intreated that on account of his weak con- 

dcavourtoftituj-ion, and incapacity, he might be allow- 

th«n! ^^ ^^ join in the government with him, his 

brother Prince Teter; whereupon, they all 

cried out, God preferve our Prince Teter 

Alexo-wich; who alfo appearing, intreated 

that his mother the Emprefs dowager might 

not befent to the cloifter; \vhich was alfo 

agreed to. 

It jcannot but feem furprifing, that fo 
many great men, with their friends and fer- 
vants, to the number of fome hundreds 
within the palace, did not rather fally out 
upon the rebels like mea of honour, fword 
in hand, for the worft was but death, than 
allow themfelves thus to be murdered one af- 
ter another; for who knows what a few refb- 
lutc men might have done. - But, it is to 
be confidered, that at this time there was 
little Ipirit or refolution in the nation; be- 
sides, they never carried arms of any kind, 
but when they marched to the field againft 
their enemies. 
Their pre- During thefe three days tumult the Stre^ 
tcDcc, and Hf^^j gave out, that all they did, was for • 
the fafety of Czar John^^ though the real 

caufe 
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caufe was, the encouragement they met Book 
with from feveral of the grandees (whereof 11. 
Havanjky was chief), who fecretly fpirited ^"^T^ 
them up to cut oiF the Naritjkins to a man, ^^j^^ ^^^ 
They from an obfcure family, had.rifen tobdlion. 
that height of power and greatncfs, by their 
daughter's being married to the Emperor, 
that they got the entire management of the . 
ftate; whereby they were enabled to enrich 
themfelves and friends, to the great detri- 
ment of the principal families of the empire. ^ 

The emperors oi Rujfia for fome ages The indo- 
before Teter the Great, were never feen by ^^°^^^^' 
their fubjefts in time of peace, but on extra- czarsufed, 
ordinary occafions, fuch as great feftivals, ^° **^^ ■"• 
and even then, were only expofed as re- 
liques ; fo that all affairs were direfted and 
managed by the Emprefs's neareft of kin, 
which is the reafon, as is already hinted, 
that the. nation was fo unwilling their Czar 
ftiould marry any but one of his own fub^ 
jefts; which keeps them all in expeftation 
fome time or other to get into the manage- 
ment. - . . 

But the Emperor Teten the Great came Czar P<f 
to think other wife, though he had whilft ^^/l ^*^^y 
very young been perfuadcd by his mother, proves of 
to marry a Rujftan lady of quality, v/hich their con> 
he heartily regreted afterwards, as will foon ^^^* 
appear: neither did he think himfelf nor 
the government fecure, until the very me- 

h z mory , 
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Book mory of the Strelitzes fhould be abolifhcd ; 
11. who had been the inftruments of all the in- 
^-^^^^^^ furreftions and revolts, during his grandfa- 
ther's, his father's, and his own time ; pro- 
ceeding indeed, from the tyrannical admi- 
niftration of thofe in power, "and fomented 
by the faftious nobility, who wanted to 
have a hand in the management: to remedy 
which, Gzar Teter refolved to take the ma- 
nagement into his own hands. 
Matters a- The fury of the Strelitzes being over, 
^'°^"*^^'and all peaceable in the empire, the two 
The two Gzars, John and Veter^ were cro^Vned with 
Czars arc great folemnity. They fen t firft an Am- 
anTiend baflkdor into Siveden, to confirm and con- 
ambaffa- tinue the peace with that crown: another 
dors to y^^^ fgjjj; tQ Confiantinople. where the truce 
Confianti' ^^^ rcncwcd tor lome years : a third was 
nopu and fent into ^oland^ but at that time without 
Poland, ^flp^ft^ ^h^ cp^j^^ infifting to have Kiow and 

. Smolensko reftored* 

CiAxJohn C/.^xJohH this year (infirm as he was) 

marries, nigirried, by the advice of his fifter Princefs 

Sophia, apd the reft of his mother's friends, . 

a young lady of the Sublecoiv family ,^ in 

hopes he might have a (on, to exclude his 

brother jP^/d'r. A few days after the mar- 

^veral riagc folemnities were over, an Ambaflador 

ambaflTa- ^xxivcd froni the Emperor of Germany, to 

dors arrive ^ , , „r , . . -^^ 

in Rufia, treat or peace and auiance betwixt the two 
empires; which had the dcfired efFeft. A 

peace 
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peace was dfo concluded with the republlcBoo K. 
ofTolandy on this condition, ' that the^ oles IL 
(hould for ever give up their right to Kiow v^rvro 
znd Smolensko. The King of Sweden fcnt^^^^"^ 
aifo an Ambaflador to Mo/cow^ defiring with jPo- 
that the Czars might confirm the peace with ^""^^ 
that crown. A refident alfo arrived from ' '* 
Holland^ to treat of alliance and com- 
merce. 

The 5^0/^x, not content with the treaty '^I'c Poles 
agreed on the preceeding year, a war was ^^^T^^^ 
like to epfue, and therefore, the two Czars 
caufed march a confiderable army towards TheCzar* 
the jP(?///^ frontiers; but they were for^^"^^"^^- 
peace, and declared themfelves willing to^onticre^ 
continue the fame, on the terms of the laft oiPoland. 
treaty concluded with Czar Alexis Michaelo^ 
wich^ fo no rupture enfued. 

The Czars fent alfo this year. Prince 
James DoIg;oruky Ambaifador, firit to France^ 
then to Spain, to intimate their acceffion to 
the throne ; which was fo well received by 
Lewis XIV. that a treaty of commerce and 
alliance was entered into. 

The year following, the Tales fent a x68^. 
fplendid embafly to Mo/cow, in order. to 
eftablifh a lafting peace, to which the eleftor Anothar 
of Brandeburgh did not a little contribute ; Pp^^f^°°- 
and which was concluded on the following ^IJ^ p^ 
conditions, viz. that Ruffia fliould, in zWland. 
time coming, keep pofreffion of Kiow and 

Smclensko ; 
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Book Smolensko; for which the two Czars were 

II. to pay as an equivalent, a million and an 

^^jrr>^ half Tohjh guilders, one half this year, and 

the other the next. That the Toles fhould 

not proteft the Rujfian Cojfacksj nor the 

Ruffians the Tolijh; that the "two Czars 

Should make war upon the Turks^ in con- 

junftion with theEmpbror o( Germany ^ the 

crown of Toldnd^ and the ftates of Venice^ 

and enter into no treaty, nor make peace, 

any one without the reft. 

Prince C7tf* In the year 1687, Prince B^fil Galitzin 

litzin being at the head of affairs, during the in- 

gicarprc- capacity of Czar "Johuy and nonage of Czar 

fmxioo 2L'Teter, he made mighty preparations for a 

T^^X *^^ ^^^ againft the Turks. Leaving his fon, by 

the advice of Princefs Sophia, to difeft mat- . 

ters at Mo/cow, he^ marched into the field 

with an army of' two hundred thoufand 

men ; made to himfelf a great party, diftri- 

buting his pofts and favours to none but 

thofe he imagined would anfwer his defign 

in all events; turning out of command, and 

fending into banifhment all whom he jud- 

Attack« ged capable to oppofe him : but though he 

oTt'^&c?*^^^ a numerous army, both o£ Ruffians and 

ccii» Co/ficks^ yet he was unfuccefsful. The 

Turks and Tartars broke in upon the right 

wing of his army, killed and took prifoners 

upwards of thirty thoufand men; upon 

which he was forced to retreat, and arriving 

at 
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zt Bellogrod, to throw the odium ofFhim-Boo K 
felf, he caufed invite the Hettman of the H. 
Ukraine CoJ/acks, Jvan Samuelowich^ to- v.^w/ 
gether with his fon to dine with him. The 
good old Hettman fufpefting no harm, ac- 
cordingly went, but they had no fooner 
entered the Prince's tent than they were ^ 
both made prifoncrs. The Hettman 
he fent to Siberia under a ftrong guard, 
and caufed ftrike off the fon's head on 
the front of the army ; giving out, that 
they had been the occafion of the bad fiic- 
cefs of the campaign, by giving intelligence 
to the enemy. Then, he declared John Ma-- 
zepay Hettman^ a minion of his, with whom 
he had concerted this affair, and who had 
been Secretary to the late Hettman: then, 
having ordered the army into their feveral 
quarters, he returned to Mofcoiv^ giving out 
at court, that he had gained a great viftory, 
and was well received by the two Czars, 
but particularly by the Princefs Sophia; 
who was by this means brought into the 
government, together with her two bro- 
thers. She was a Princefs of a mafcuUne 
Ipirit, unlimited ambition, and great parts: 
and had not providence wonderfully pre- 
ferved the two Czars, flie had infallibly cut 
off both, ftepped herfelf into the throne, and 
made Prince Baftl Galitzen partner of her 

fceptrc 
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Book fceptre and bed, though he had a wife, 

11. whom he defigned to fhut up in a cloifter. 

V"^^*^^ Prince Havanjky^ who was the principal 

^^J^^f; promoter of the laft great rebellion of the 

marriage Strelitzes^ thought nothing too great or 

betwixt difgcult for him. He had formed a .defign 

his ion and r • i r i • r • i 

the Prin-lo^^ ^*^^ before to get his ipn married to 
ccfsir^. one of Princefs Sophias fifters, the Princeft 
tharine, Katharine^ and had the affurance to pro- 
pofe the match to the fir ft mentioned Prin- 
cefs, to know her thoughts : fhe feemed to 
approve of it, and, after having communi- 
cated it to her. favourite Prince Bafil^ they 
concluded, that being fo dangerous a man, 
(as having fo great authority over the Stre- 
litzes) both he and hisfonfhould be put out 
of the way. Whereupon, the Princefs 
made an entertainment, to which Havanjky 
and his fon were invited ; which they took 
Havarfk ^^ ^ good omen of future fuccefs : but it 
and his fon proved otherwife, for they caufed way-lay 
murdered, and murder them, and made it pafs as if 
they had been attacked by highway-men. 
Then Shoclowitow^ a man fitteft of any for 
their purpofe, was placed at the head of the 
Strelitzes. It is thought, that if Prince Ha- 
vansky had propofed his fon to the Prin- 
cefs Sophia herfelf, he might have fucceeded ; 
but the making choice of the younger fifter 
was the occafion of their falL 

Czar 
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Cz^LvTeter having attained to his fix- Bo ok 
tcenth year, was by the advice of the Em- IL 
prefs dowager, his mother, married to Eu^ ^""""^^ 
doxia Theodoroww Lapachiny daughter to J^^J^ 
the boyar Theodore Ahranuoivich^ an antient nes,i688. 
and rich* family in that country ; which was 
no finall mortifioation to the Princefs Sophia 
and her favourite. Sometime after themarri- jg a^j^fed 
age fbiemnity was over, Prince Borris Alexo-- to take the 
-wich Galitzin, a faithful fubjeft ofCzarfio^«°- 
Teters^ commg timely to penetrate mtOhij^fcif^ 
his kinfman Prince Baftfs defigns, put the 
young Czar upon his guard, advifing him ' 
without delay to take the government into 
his own hands, which required to be done 
circumfpeftly, Bafil being a man of fo great 
power. 

- In the mean time, he uqdertakes his fe- prince ^^y- 
cond expedition againft the Turks^ but with /^ attacks 
n9 better fuccefs than before ; and on his ^ fcconV 
return to Mojcoio, was refufed accefs to time, but 
Czar^e^^r; which made him apprehend JS^^'J^^^^^ 
the worft. Being informed by the fpies he 
always keeped about the Czar's perfon, pf all 
that paflcd at court, particularly of Teters 
defign of taking the management on him- 
felf, which none of his family had ever done; 
and being on the brink of periihing, toge- He forms 
therwith his ambitious defigns, he took a^^^^S"®^ 
delperate courfe, and employed Rujftans to czar Pe- 
murder Czar Teter. Schochwitoix; was the ter. 

Vol. L M perfon 
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Book perfon they pitched upon to execute this 
IL black defigri, as the fitteft inftrument, (be- 

y*Os^ ing at the head of the Strelitzes) who un- 
dertook it chearfuUy, looking on Princefs 
Sophia zs his future fovereign: he thought 
there was no time to be loft, but forthwith 
got together about fix hundred of the J/re- 
litzes^ with a Colonel and. other officers 
whom he could truft ; and, having on the 
parade declared his defign, he promifed 
great rewards to every one, and thfen march- 
ed towards Tetrafinsky^ where Czar Teter 

The con- with hisEmprefs lived: but two of the 

^a!^r- P^^y? ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ cruelly inclined as 

cd, the reft, went in all hafte and informed the 

Czar of his danger. He was unwilling to 

believe it, till Prince Boris Galitzin^ together 

with his uncle Theodore Naritskin^ went to 

dilcover what truth was in the matter. 

'Having feen the party marching in great 

Czar Ptf. hafte, they returned to the Czar, who had 

£^*JJ^^|^*^fcarce time to make his efcape, with his 

retire, Emprefs (then big with child) and a few 

of his friends: they all went to a convent, 

called Troifia, or Trinity ^ about fixty werfts 

diftant from Mofcow. Shoclowitow getting 

notice that the Czar with his friends were 

retired, returned to the Princefs in great 

confufion and rage, for having miffed his 

aim. 

Czar 
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Czar Jeter's faithful fervants no fooner Book 
heard of the clanger his majefty was in, then IL 
they repaired to him in. multitudes; a- v..^^v->^ 
mongft the firft, General Tatrick Gordon^^^^^H 
of ^chleucheriesj with his regiment, and by mold- 
all the foreign officers went to him, fo^^^*- 
that in lefs ,than three days, the Czar had 
above fixty thoufand men to guard him They re- 
back to Mo/cow ; whither he returned on ^^ ^^ 
the fourth, to the great joy of the Inhabi- 
tants, and all others. Prince 5a/// excepted ;Pnncej5<f. 
who not knowing what courfe to take, went'^^^[£ ^* 
in defpair and threw himfelf at Czar Meters the Czar's 
feet, profelling his innocence, and that he^«"» ?"^ 
knew nothing of the matter. He was im- ^[n^cnci; 
mediately taken into cuftody, his whole e* bfut is ba- 
ftate confifcatcd, and himfelf fent to Colmo- ^**^^- 
grod, a fmall town* in White-Rujfiaj not far 
diftant from Archangel^ where he ended his 
days : the Czar, on his kinfman Prince 
Boris's account, (pared his life. It had been 
the cuftom formerly, that if any one of a 
family was found to be engaged in a con- a barbar- 
fpiracy againft the fovereign, the whole fa- ^^ ^^ 
mily, man, wife and child, and all its rela- °°*' 
tions, cither by blood or alliance, fufFered 
alike ; which cuftom Czar Teter aboliflied, 
thinking it both cruel and unjuft to caufe 
the innocetit fufFer with the guilty. The rc- 

Shoclowitow. the Colonel, and others who^If ^^' 
were in the conlpiracy, were broke upon 
M z the 
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Book the wheel. Princcfs Sophia^ whofe life the 
II. Czar fpared, was fhut up in the the Devitza 
^-^'^'^'^ MonofiirUy or maiden convent, where Ihc 
was kceped under a ftrong guard during 
life. 
Czar Ptf- Cz2J(Teter in the year 1691 took the 
the ibic^' government on himfelf, difgraced feveral 
govern- who had been engaged with Prince Bafily 
moiiuponj^jjj reftored others he had turned out of 
comitnand, and fent into banilhment. (The 
old Hettman was by this time dead in Si* 
berid). Then he raifed two new regiments 
of guards, confifting of two thoufand men 
each; one called Trebrafiatskyy and the o- 
ther SimtoHosij; which,, together with the 
two old regiments, hamofska and Butirsky^ 
of the like number, made in all eight thou- 
fand men. Thefc he quartered in and a- 
bout the city oi Mofccnv^ to oppofe any 
new infurreftion of the StreJsfzes; whom he 
never would truft. 
The Cza- , This year the Emprefs was delivered of a 
roiwch priuce, who was called Alexis. The Em- 
peror o£ Germany fentan envoy to the Czar, 
urging him to continue the war againft the 
Turks. The Turks offered him advantage- 
ous conditions to make up a feparatc peace ; 
but his Gzarifh majcfty declared that he 
would not, without the conferit of the Em- 
peror, the King of IPoland, and the ftates 
of Venice J his allies. 

The 
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The republic of TolanJ had like to hate Book 
broke off from the alliance, the Turks ha- 11. 
ving offered to give up to thenpt^ Camineoij ^-^^^"^ 
a ftrong town on the frontiers of TodolHa^ 
with other forts in the Tolijh UknuM^ if 
they would make a feparate peace ; which 
was opppfcd by King John Sdtierkj^ in the 
dy^t, otherwife the republic had gane in* 
to it. 

In the moBth of M^n:/^ 1692, ml Am- 1692. 
baffador came from Terjia to the Czar, who 
caufed draw up an army of twenty thofufaad 
men, along the front of which the Aim- 
baffador pailed as he made his edtry. 

On the 25 th of 0(5fo^fr, the Emprcfs was a fecood 
delivered of a fecoxid Prince, who was named ^^° *»"> 
Alexander; whereupon the Czar czv^cAp^^J^^ ' 
proclaim an eight (kys fcaft; making the 
four regiments of guards often perform 
their cxercifes in his prefence. There was ^ ' 
but little aftioo in the field this year, only 
General Scheremetnff killed and took pri- 
foners fome hundreds of the Tartars near 
Belgorod^ 

With the new Emperor oiChlna^ Kanchi^ 
the Czar came to a better underftanding 
than with his father, Tunsky^ who had ufed 
his laft envoy very ill : he would neither re- 
ceive his Czarilh majefty's letter, nor pre- 
fents, becaufe he would not proftrate him- 
felf bafely before him, but fent him back 

with 
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Book withfa guard t6 the frontiers, without com- 
11. muning on the affairs he was fcnt about. 
^'^^^rrsj Whereupon, the ii«^a»x made incurfions on 
the Chinefe territories, (beating them on moft 
occafions) and built a fort on their fron- 
tiers, which the new Emperor befieged with 
a mighty army ; 4nd after having reduced 
it, uled the garrifon fo well, that he allow- 
ed them bag and baggage, cannon, <^c. to 
retire to Terzinjky^ the capital of Do'uria, 
caufing acquaint the Governor, that he de- 
figned to live in good underftanding with 
the Emperor of Rujfta : on this, the Czar 
impowered the Woy wode of that town, to 
accommodate all differences betwixt the two 
empires. After which, the Czar in the 
month of March that year, fent a folemn 
cmbafly to China. The Ambaflador was a 
Germany whofe name was Ilbrand; he ar-* 
rived at Tekin^ after a tedious and danger- 
ous journey, onthe third of iVbi;<?;»^^r the 
Good un- y^^^ after, was well received by the govef- 
dcrftand- nors, on his entering upon the CA/«<f/^ terri- 
Sica-^ tories, and at the capital by the Emperor 
„gp, ' himfelf J fo that after having fettled all mat- 
ters in difpute, and concluded a lafting 
peace, he returned to Mofcow on the 5th 
oi January 1695. 
1693, .In the year 1693,, the Czar, who was 
never idle, fet out for Archangel; where, 
after having caufed repair the harbour, he 

built 
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built a new fort; diverted himfelf with theBooK 
Ihipping, and returned in the end of the 11. 
year to Mo/cow, Next year his imperial v-^^vx^ 
majefty vifited moft of the towns, ot any 
account, three hundred miles round Mof- 
c(rujy particularly, Veronitz^ a great town 
very convenient for building of fhips, fitu- 
ated near the river Don^ or Tanais ; which 
runs clofe by Afophy navigable all along. 
At this place did Czar Teter projeft his 
rendering himfelf mafter of Afoph^ and 
fending down a fleet of fhips and gaJlies into 
the Black'fea. 



End of the Second Book. 
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TllE waf againft the Turks pi*6ving g q q jj 
hitherto unfuccefsful, the Emperor re- m^ 
folves this year (1695), to march in perfoh v><v-^ 
at the head of ari army of an hundred Thc^^ar 
thoufand men, befides Cojfacks and C^^- bcfieg" ^^ 
mucks J to befiege Afofh ; the fortifications 4/hp^, 
xvherepf were not ftrong, thb* the garrifon ^^9f • 
confiifted of about eight thoufand men, he- 
fides the inhabitants. The Turks were ob- 
liged to keep always at this place a c6nfider- 
able body of troops, cto account of the 
neighbourhood of the DoncoJ/ackSy who in- 
habit the ifles, anfd both fides of the river^ 
withm a few miles of the towft. A^/oph is' Defcnpti* 
fituated on a rifing ground, dccKning to- ^^ ^/ 
Vol. h . N ward*^""^'' 
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Book wards the Don] a league diftant from the 
III. Tains Meotides : it was almoft fquare with 

^^y^^-^ fmall baftions, a tolerable ftrong earthen 
wall, with a foffe not exceeding feven fa- 
thoms broad ; within which is a tolerable 
ftrong ftone-wall, about two fathoms and 
a half high^ within which again, was a- 
nother ftone-t^all, much like the former, 
wherein was the Governor's houfe, a mofque, 
the chancery, <^c. 

Afo^h formerly was a fanwus place for 
trade, frequented by the Venetians y the 
Genoefe and others, but after it fell into the 
hands of the Turks^ it became a neft of 
. ' pirates and robbers. The Geneofe arms are 
as yet to be feen on the fecond ftone-wall ; 
which would .feem to imply, tliat it once 
belonged to that republic. It is faid to 
have been built by Alexander the Great, 
(after that Prince had overthrown the Scy-- 
thians\ who gave it the name of Alexand* 
refte* The Rujftans had for a long time 
had aft eye to it ; and the Coffacks in the 
year 1 637 took it by furprize, it being very 
convenient for exercifing their fiiracies in 
the Black'fea ; which obliged the Turks to 
endeai/out the recovery of it by any means. 
They firft laid fiege to it in the year 1641, 
but in vain. Next year they marched with 
a powerful army to befiege it ; which the 
Co(facks not being able to withftand, they 

carried 
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carried ofF all that was valuable and of ufe, Book 
then 4aid the town in afhes, after having demo- 11 J, 
lilhed the earthen wall. But, being of fuch ^^--^^'^^ 
confequence to the Turksy it was foon re- 
built, and put in the condition the Rujfians 
found it this year. 

It was about the middle of June before 
the Ruffian army had fully inverted the 
place ; where, after having finifhed the cir* 
cumvallation and countervallation lines, 
they firft attacked two 1 forts, called Callan^ 
Jbaesy oppofite to each other, (the Don run-r 
ning betwixt them) ;^ which being fummon- 
ed, and refufing to furrender, the firft, which 
lay in the fame fide of the river with Afoph^ Two forta 
was taken fword in hand, by a detachment taken. . 
of the army, commanded by Colonel James ^ 
Gordon^ but not without lofs : for the Turks, 
not amounting to above twenty men, killed 
and wounded upwards of two hundred be- 
fore they were forced. They were all put 
to the fword, which fo terrified thofe in the 
oppofite fort, that the night following they 
abandoned it, ^nd retired into the town. 
In the two forts were found eighteen brafs 
guns, two hundred fiiiall arms, with ammu- , 
nition and provifions in proportion. A-^ 
gainft the loth of July the attacks were 
pretty far advanced; fomc time after, the 
befieged made a fally on General Gordons 
quarter, bvft were repulfed with the lofs of 
JSJ a twenty 



^311 30B 



«> 

f 



joo 7he History of 

Book twenty men killed and wounded. The 

III. night following Jacaska^ or Jacoby a German 

"^^rr^ engineer, defertcd to the Turh, informed 

^^ry*^£^' them of th^ fituation of the army, and 

German whefe the ablcft commanders were : he ad- 

cDginccr. yifgj them, if they intended anymore fallies, 

to make them on General Lefort's quarter, 

iwrhich he believed ^ was but indifferently 

guarded. Some days after, in confequence 

of this advice, there marched out of the 

town a ftrong body of Janijfarles (fibou? 

three thoufand), who fell moft furioufly on 

General Leforfs quarter, killed and wound- 

fd near a thoufand Ruffians; and, had not; 

Qeneral Gordon from the right, marched a-r 

gainft them with a body of fix thoufand 

Rujfiansy befides Cojfacks^ Lefort had been 

undone: but to cut off their retreat, he 

jnarched in betwixt General Leforfs quarr 

ter and the town j which the Turks pbfer- 

ying, re|:ired precipitately with fhe lofs of 

about two hundred men killed, wpunded, 

and taken. 

The Czar being at this time but young, 
and without experience, had divided his ar- 
my equally under threp independent gene- 
rals. General Gordon was encamped on the 
right, whofe divifion c^nfifted of above 
thirty thoufand men ; General Lefort on 
the left, and General Golowin in the centre 
ivith like pumbers. The three general^ 

carried 
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carried on difFerent attacks with communi-Booi^ 
cations, that they might affift each other the III. 
better, in cafe of any more Tallies. Againft ^^^^^ 
the 29th, the attacks being pretty well, and 
equally advanced, the batteries having made 
fufficient breaches, and the mines ready to 
Ipring, a general affault was refolved on: 
but Qenerai Gordon having narrowly confi- 
dered the mines, and fufpefting that they 
were not juftly direfted, made report of it 
to the Czar, telling him at the fame time, 
that he was perfuaded they would rather 
blow up their own people, than any part of 
the enemies works. The Czar had no rer 
gard to it, but trufted entirely to Major 
^dam JFeid's fkill, who vjras dircftor of the 
mines : but as the General had told, fo it 
happened, for near three hundred of the 
Czar's own men were blown up, the trench- 
es being full of armed men ready for the 
aflault, which was put off for this time, the 
army being like to mutiny, and Major fTeid 
obliged to abfcond for fome days, till they 
were pacified. About the end of ^iugujl 
the general affault went on; fifteen thou- 
foijd men were felefted for that end, five 
thoufand out of each divifion of the army; 
but before they would proceed, they fum^ 
moned the Governor to furrender, threat- 
ning in cafe of refufal, to put all to thp 
fwo|-d : the Governor was obftinate, fo the 

attacks 
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Book attacks went on with abundanfcc of refolu- 
III. tion, the Czar, and all the three generals 

V>^^ prefent, encouraging the men. Notwith-r 
ftanding which, tjic Turks repulfed them 
two different times with exceeding great 
lofs, computed to no lefs than five thoufand 
men killed and wounded, the enemy at the 
fame time flourilhing their colours with a 
hideous cry, Alia, alia, Mahommed; after 
which, they called out from the walls in 
the Ruffian language, * Mufcowiter^ It is time 

* for you to break up, you have a long 
^ march, provifions will befcarce, and con- 

* fidei" that September is at hand/ 

The ficgc The Czar was exceedingly galfed at the 

raifcd. difappointment ; but there was no remedy, 

provifions began aftually to fall fcarce, and 

the feafon being pretty far fpent, it was re- 

folvedin acouncil ofwar, to garrlfon well 

the Cdljenjhaes and other forts; fuch as, 

Meius, and Tagan-Rotz^ which the Rujfi- 

. ans had made themfelves maftcrs of during 

the fiege, then to break up with the army, 

.return early in the fpring, and purfuc the 

fiege more regularly. 

The Czar loft in this expedition, (killed 
and otherways) near twenty thoufand men. 
The array broke up in the beginning of 
September y and hifFered much for want of 
provifions, before they could reach Noivof- 
coly the firft frontier place belonging to the 

Czar^^ 
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Ci^Vj about an hundred leagues diftant from Book 
Afoph; where, after having ordered the IIL 
tf oop4 to their refpeftivc quarters, the Czar, ^•^'vn-/ 
together with the generals, returned to M^ 
cow towards the end of O Sober. 

At Archangel this year, on the 28th of 
Septembdr, in the night, there blew fo ftrong 
a wind that feveral barks, together with 
feme Dutch and Englijh veffels were much 
damaged; and on the 30th, the hemp and 
flax in the market-place took fire, (not 
known by what accident) which confumed 
in a trice three thoufand bundles of hemp 
and flax, with two hundred packs of wrought 
leather, and feveral thoufands of hides: . 
the lofs was computed to the amount of 
two hundred thoufand rix*dollars, and it 
was with difficulty that the gafthoof and all 
the merchants ftores were preferved. 

There was alfo great complaints all over 
the north oiKuffta^ on account of the great 
rains and coldnefs of the fpring, which 
feemed to prognofticate a bad crop ; but it 
was incomparably worfe in Siveden^ and o-* 
ver moft parts of Europe. 

The campaign on the Bonjihenes this Saccefs on 
year, where General Sheremeto^commzud-^^^^^^ifi" 
cd, together with the Hettman^ Mazepa, 
was pretty fuccefsful, they having made 
themfelves malters of feveral towns, viz* 
Iwan, Aflangorod and Singeney the Turks 

not 
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Book not being able to march an army 6n this 
III. fide, being obliged to employ their greateft 
^'^'^'^^ ftrcngth in Hungary^ againft the Emperor, 
and on the frontiers o£TodQllia againft the 
Toles. 
Ctkxjobn About the end of January this year, 
*"• (1^96) died Czzr John f elder brother to 
Czar y^/^r, leaving three daughters: Ca^ 
tharincy the eldeft, who was married a long 
time after to the Duke of Mechlinburgh : 
jinnay the fecond, who had been married a- 
bout three months before to the Duke of 
Courknd^ aiid fucceeded Teter IL in the 
Empire: ^fofcowia^ the thirds died un- 
married. There was befides thefe, a fourth 
daughter, Marjj who died young. 
l>rcparati. The Czar made timely preparations for 
onsforthcthe fiege of -^/^, having feht envoys to 
,Jrlj^^ the Emperor, to the King of Toland^ and 
to the ftates o^ Venice^ acquainting them 
with the fuccefs of laft campaign; what 
forts he had taken in the BlackrfeUy and on 
the Borijlhenes ; that if he had been pro- 
vided with abler engineers, gunners and 
miners, he could have made himfelf rafafter 
of Afoph^ The Emperor, urged him to 
continue the war for the great benefit of 
chriftehdom, and for his Czarilh majefty's 
particular advantage and glory ; efpecially, 
that it would render him mafter of Afoph^ 
fo important a place, being the key to the 

Black" 
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Black-fea. To facilitate which, his imperi- B o 9 K 
al majefty fent him a Colonel of the artillery, III. 
CafimirWon Crage^ two engineers. Baron ^^-'^^^"^ 
Btirghderf, and de la Wall^ four gunners, 
and fix miners. The t\c&6x o£ Branden- 
burgh fent al(b two engineers, {Rofe and 
Holsman) with four gunners* The ftates 
of Holland fent one Fonderjiamy (Major of 
the artillery) with four gunners more. 

The Czar confidering the inconveniency 
of the three independent commands laft 
year, refolved in this expedition to appoint 
a Generaliflimo, to have the fole direction of 
affairs, and to aft by council. The boyar, 
Alexis .'Simeonowich Skein was judged the 
moft proper, as being a man of good fenfe, 
and advifeable; and the fnow wasnofooner 
gone than the army marched. The Gene-r 
raliflimo, with the cavalry, and greatefl part 
of the infantry marched over land, whilfl 
General Gordon with about fifteen thoufand 
foot marched to Veronttz; where he em- 
barked in large flat bottomed boats^ made . 
for the purpofe, together with the artillery, 
ammunition and provifions for the whole 
campaign. The Czar, with General Lefort^ 
embarked fome days after on board of a gal- 
ley, and arrived much about the fame time 
with General Gordon at the CaUenJloaes : the 
Generaliffimo came up with thcjgrofs of the^ 
army about a week or ten days after. 

Vol. I. O General 
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Book General Lefort was not employed this 
III. year in the land-fervice, but was honoured 
^-^>^"^ with the command of the fleet ; confifHng 
of twenty-three fmall gallies, two galleaffes, 
and fix cranders ; which failed down the 
river Callenfko^ to the Talus MeotideSy to 
hinder provifions and fuccours from getting 
into the town. 

The Czar, who had a mighty pafllon for 
the fea-fervicc, chanced to be on board the 
gallies when the Turkijh fleet appeared, con- 
fifting of nine fmall vefTels, feven barks, 
and thirteen gallies, dcfigned for Afofh : 
thele the Czar, about the end of May^ very 
The Czar fuccefsfuUy attacked. Vice- Admiral hima^ z 
dcftroys Venetfaffy with fixteeh gallies and an hundred 
i/Vft fleet? ^^^g^ open boats, ' manned with Coffacks^ 
(commanded by their Hettnmn) attacked 
the enemy j and after a fharp difpute, which 
continued about two hours, they made them- 
felvies mafters of two of their fhips, twelve 
barks and gallies ; on board of which was 
an -Agftj with two hundred and feventy 
Janiffaries. The reft of the Turkijh fhips 
were all ftranded, the wind not favouring 
their getting off. On board the whole fleet, 
befides what has been alread}^ mentioned, 
was, a confiderable quantity of ammunition 
and provifions, arms for fourthoufand men, 
cloathing for the whole garrifon, fifty thou- 
fand ducats in fpecie;* together with feventy 

brafs 
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brafs guns ; which fuccels elevated the Czar Book 
hot a little. ^ III^ 

By this time the (lege was going op very v^v>^ 
regularly ; but the Czar confidering the great 
iofs of time he had luftained the preceeding 
year, called a council of war to know the 
opinion of the generals, about the fafeft and 
moft expeditious riiethod of becoming ma- 
fter of the place. Moft of them delivered 
their fentiments in the common way, by 
carrying on attacks, making of great breaches 
with mines and batteries ; which (they faid) 
would infallibly oblige the Governor to ca- 
pitulate in the terms of war, or expeft the 
worft. Then General Gordon as the oldeft 
General, gave hiS' opinion, that the fafeft • 
and moft expeditious way to become mafters 
of the town, would be to carry orl before 
them a whole rampart of earth along the front 
of the town, which as they advanced, "would 
hourly increafe; by having ten or twelve 
thoufand men night and day at work, faid 
he, we Ihall carry and roll as much .earth 
before us, as will not only be fufEcient td 
fill up the fofTe, but will have more over and 
aboye than will exceed the height of the 
town walls; by which means, in a few 
weeks we fliall oblige the enemy to furreni- 
der, or we fhall bury them alive. The 
'Czar preferred this opinion, and told them 
to do as he had propofed ; fo to work they 
s wens 
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Book went with (uch chearfiilnefs, that within 
III. the fpace of five weeks the fofle was aftually 
v.^'v"^ full, and the earth above the height of the 
ramparts rolling in over them ; which ob- 
liged the Governor to put out the white 
flag. 

Though this fecms to be,a very extraor- 
dinary and uncommon method of taking 
towns, yet, here it proved very (uccefsful 
and fafe, the lofs of men during the fiegc 
not amounting to above three hundred. 

According to General Gordons plan, there 
were conftantly twelve thoufand men at 
worjr, who threw the eai'th from hand to 
hand, like fo many ftcps of] a ftair: the 
greateft danger was at the top, the. earth 
being fo loofe, elpecially as they advanced 
nearer the town, that the enemy's finall fliot 
killed and wounded (everal; for which 
caufe, they were relieved every half hour, 
the uppermoft rank falling down and be- 
coming the lowermoft, and fo on: there 
were ftrong gu^ds keeped on the right and 
left, as alfo in the rear- 
About the 20th o£ June, a body often 
thoufand Turks and Tartars, by br,eak of 
day, endeavoured to pierce the lines and 
force their way into the town, but were rc- 
pulfed with confidcrable lofs, and fo clofely , 
purfued by the Rujfian cavalry, Coffacks and 

Callmucksj 
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Callmucksy that moft of them were cut toBoo k 
pieces. III. 

The only officer of diftin^on the Czar loft V^rv 
during this fiegc, was one Colonel Steven fon^ 
a Scots gentleman : he was fhot in the 
mouth, being a little too curious, and rai^ 
fing himfelf too high on the top of the 
loofe eartli to obferve the enemy: he died 
of hunger the eleventh day after he received 
the wound, not being ?ible to fwallow any 
kind of nourifhment. He was a good offi- 
cer, and much regreted by the Czar, who 
caufcd bury him with all the honours of 
war. 

On the 28th, the Governor demanded to 
capitulate ; but before the Czar would en- , 
ter into any terms, he demanded that the 
traitor Javajka, who had deferted the year 
before, fhould be delivered up to him. The 
Turks made fome difficulty at firft, but were 
at lajft obliged to comply ; then, the Czar a- 
greed to the furrender on the following con- 
ditions. Firft, that the Governor fhould ^/^ftr- 
give up to him all the chriftian captives. Se- ^^^^^' 
condly, the garrifon to be allowed to march 
out with their arms, but no ammunition, 
with what baggage they could carry, with 
their wives and children, and be conduced 
fafe till opt of danger. They marched out 
of the town about fix thoufand perfons, 

whereof 
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BooKMrhereof three thou&nd fix hundred were 
III. armed men. 

^^^"^^^ The Czar appointed a publick thanklgiv- 
ing to be made by the whole army, for the 
fuccefs of his arms againft the Infidels: 
then he caufed fortify yijoph after the mo- 
dern way, with large royal bafUons, toge- 
ther with out- works. On the other fide of 
the Don oppofite to the town, he alfo cau- 
fed ereft a large fortification, not much in- 
ferior to Afoph itlelf, which he called y^- 
tropotisj altogether done by engineer de la-^ 
Wall. The other forts on the Black-fea^ 
fiich as Meau and Tagunrog were enlarged, 
. and fortified under the direftion of engineer 
Baron Burghderf. On the eaft-fide of the 
town the Coffacks were afiigned a quarter, 
by way of fuburbs, fortified with double 

?allifadoes, being ftraitned in the ides of the 
)(?», their common place of living. 
The Czar about the beginning of Sep^ 
tetnher^ caufed the army break up, direfting 
his march for Mo/cow ^ having left in Afoph 
a garrifon of fix thoufand root, and four 
fquadrons of horfe, provided with all nccef- 
laries ; and on the 9th of OQober he made 
his triumphant entry into Mofcow. The 
traitor Javajka making the greateft part of 
the fhow, who was in a few days after 
broke upon fhe wheel. 

On 
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On the 2d o( February^ ^^97y as • his Bo o K ^ 
czarifh majefty was diverting himfelf, in the III. 
company of a great many ladies and oflSicers, ^^^^^no^ 
and going to fit down to fupper, in a houfe linft^^thc 
he had built in General Leforfs name, for Czar'sKfc 
his own diverfion ; an unknown perfon came ^^^"^V' 
haftily in, and defired to fpeak a word * * '^* 
with the Czar, who immediately retired into 
another room, where having difcourfed with 
that perfon, not much above a quarter of an 
hour, he returned to thd company, defiring 
them to make merry, for he was called a- 
bout a little bufinefs, and would return a- 
gain asfbon as he could :• he went direftly 
accompanied with a few friends, and caufed 
three confiderable boyars, viz. Sicler, ^ou- 
fchin and Sukowniay whom he found aH 
three together, in the houfe of the laft, to 
be carried to Trtprajinjky^ where they were 
put in irons under a ftrong guard; after 
which he returned and was merry with the 
company; then telling the ftory, they were 
all overjoyed as much for the Czar's delive- 
rance as their own. . 

Thefe. three perfons defighed that night 
to have murdered the Czar and thrown the 
.blame upon the foreigners, who were all to 
have been cut to pieces, roan, wife and 
child. The method they propofed to take, 
was to fet fire to a certain! part of the town, 
knowing very w^U, that upon fuch occafi- 

on,s 
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BooKons the Czar himfelf was commonly the 
III. firft perfon to aflin: at extinguifhing the flames : 

^-^^"^^^ fuch fires frequently happen in the city 
of MofcoWy moft part of the houfes being 
built of timber. Here they had ruffians 
ready to afTaffinate the Czar, and then (as 
is already faid) they were to lay the blame 
on the foreigners, and cut all their throats^ 

Three bo- The next day, being fcparately examined, 

fork?*^'*^y all three owned the faft; for which 
they were beheaded, then quartered, and 
their heads,, limbs and 'arms, put upon the 
moft conlpicuous places of the town. 

It was generally believed that ^oufchtn\ 
lady was the perfon who advertifed the Czar 
of his danger; for he payed her a vifit, and 
not only gave her thanks, but made her a 
compliment of her hufband's whole eftate, 
and other valuable prefents j the eftates of 
the two others were confifcated to the crown. 
This lady was one of the finefl:, and moft 
beautiful women in the empire ; and .had 
.been one of thofe who had been brought 
to court when the Czar made his choice : 
, Ihe had always it feems a great efteem for 
him, and the Czar often wifhed that he had 
married her, rather than the perfon he had 
prefered to her, being a lady far exceeding 
her in good litimour. 

After all this good fuccefs, both at home 
and abroad, the Czar refolved to travel to 

the 
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the moft conilderable courts in Europe, that Bo o k 
he raight fee the manners and cuftoms of HI. 
foreigners ; for which end, he propofed the v.>^vn^ 
fending of a fplendid embafly, in whofe 
company he was to travel hirafelf incognito'. 
The , arabaffadors wxre,. General Lefort, 
the boyar Theodore Alexowich Golovin^ and 
Troroph Boydanowich Wolnitzkin ; this laft 
had been often employed in foreign affairs. 
* This embaffy fet out from Mofcoiv about The Czar 
the middle oi Aprils and arrived at ^(?-fctsouton 
ningsherg, in the Ducal "Pruffia, May 7th >^"''^'^'- 
where, the. eleftor of Brandenburghy know- 
ing of the Czar's being with the embafly, 
came himfelf in perfon, and received him in 
great ftate. During their ftay there, the 
Czar had feveral conferences with his elefto- 
ral highnefs, who omitted nothing that could 
contribute to his diverfion ; fuch as, hunt- 
ing, comedies, balls, and fire-works ; which 
he underftood the Czar liked. 

But in their paffage through the King of 
Sweden s dominions, particularly at Riga^ 
the Czar being curious to view the fortifi- 
cations, was flopped by the centinels, and 
not aljowed to go upon the ramparts ; which 
was taken amifs, and faid to be given for^ 
theprctext of the enfuing war betwixt Rujfta 
and Sweden. 

On the 8th of July^ the embaffy depart- 
ed from Koningsbergy purfuing their rout 

Vol. I. P ' through 
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Book through Tonierania ^ to Collberg ; thence 
in. through Cavenburgh: over all the eleftor's 

v»^vN^ dominions their charges were defrayed. 
In Nymarky the Czar viewed the fortificati- 
ons oiCuJlrin^ without hindrance. On the 
2oth, hepaffed through B^r//«, the refidence 
of his elcftoral highnefs ; thence forward, 
until he J^rrived at Copenburgh in the elefto- 
rate of Brunfivicky where he was magnifi- 
cently received by the Duke of Zell. In 
the beginning of Augufi the embafly ar- 
rived at Amfierdam^ where the Czar con- 
tinued for fome time, lookipg narrowly in- 
to every thing, particularly the fhippiag; 
and he did not think it unworthy of him to 
work with his own -hands as a (hip^arpenter 
till the end of September ^ then went to 
Vtrechiy where he had a conference with 
King William^ 

Notwithftanding the Czar's ab/ence from 
his dominions, the war was carried on pret- 
ty fuccefsfuUy againfl the Turks : the boyar 
Alexis Simeonowich Sheitij being left Ge- 
Hcraliflimo, (but with exprefs orders from 
the Czar, not to undertake any thing of. 
moment without General Gordons advice) 
• marched to Afoph with an army of feventy 
fhoufand Ruffians^ befides Cojfacks and Calh 
mucksf in order to complete the fortificati- 
ons, and to oppofe the enemy as occafion ' 
offered. 

On 



PETER /^^ GREAT. 115 

On the sdo£ June^ a body o£ Tartars Bo o K 
came up early in the morning, in view of III, 
the Ruffian camp, after having forced the v^^vn^ 
foragers^ and the party that covered them, to 
retire; whereupon, a battallion of footj 
with two fquadrons of horfe, and two field^^ 
pieces, together with the Coffacks . and Ca/- 
fnucks under the command of Lieut* Colonel 
Alexander Gordon^ were ordered out againft . 
theiti. .The Tartars ^cic forced to retreat; 
the Cojfacks and Calmucks purfuing them, 
killed a few of tliem^ and took fix prifoners. 
The enemy appeared no more, for fuch 
meafures were taken, that every morning 
before break of day, ftrong parties of horfe 
were commanded out to Icour the fields 
(bme leagues round the camp^^ 

On the i^iJtioi yiuguji^ an exprefs zni'ThtTurh 
ved from the governor o£ Tavan to the Ge-^^y^^s^ 
neraliflimo, with advice, that the Turks ^nd aban' 
^were advancing with a body of twelve thou- don it, 
fand foot, befides Tartars, to attack the 
place ; whereupon General Gordon was or* 
dered to rtiafch to its relief, with a body of 
twenty thoufand foof, four thoufand horfe, - 
and a ftrong patty of Cojfacks and Calmucks ; 
and having advanced by long marches, and 
got within fight of the place ; the Turks in 
a hurry abandoned the fiege,- leaving their' 
cannon, ammunition and provifions. The 
General, after having repaired the fortifica^ 
P Z tions 
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Book tions of the town, and levelled the approa- 
III. chcs, returned to Mojcow about the end of 
v^^vN^ OSober. 

At Vienna^ this year, a triple alliance was 
confirmed, betwixt the Emperor, the Czar, 
and the ftates of Venice ; that they fliould 
carry on the \var yigoroufly both by fea 
and land againft the T«r^j ; and that none of 
them fhould make peace without the other. 
King John Sobiejky dying in the month of 
June^ the preceeding year, the "Poles were 
fo divided in the choice of a fucceflbr, that 
they had no confiderable army in the field 
this year. 

In the beginning of the year 1 6()2y King 
William fent one of his yachts with three 
The Czar men of war, to tranfport the Czar and the 
^ j^£' embafly into England : he arrived at London 
1698. the nth of January^ where a lodging was 
prepared for him in Tork buildings, which 
the Czar did not like, biit in a few days re- 
tired from thence to Deptford^ that he might 
the better obferve the fliipping. ^he Mar- 
quis of Carmarthen and Sir jinthony Dean^ 
were the two perfons, in whofe company he 
delighted moft; the. Marquis being an Ad- 
miral, and Sir y4nthony one of the ableft 
mafters in England for fhip-building. The 
Czar during his ftay bad feveral conferences 
with King IVilliam ; faw all that was worth 
feeing in and about London; took parti- 
cular 
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tular notice of the fleet at Spithead^ and Book 
liked nfuch better the Englijh build of their III. 
men of war than the Dutch. King William ^^^-^rs^* 
amongfl: other prefents complimented him 
•with a yacht and the whole cr^w. On the 
28th of Apiril^ the Czar took leave of him 
at Kenjington^ dined at Lambeth with the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury^ and on the 3d 
of May^ was fumptuoufly entertained by the 
Duke of Leeds ^ at his houfe near the Thames; 
then went on board the yacht for Holland^ Returns to 
under the convoy of two men of waf com- Holland, 
manded by Admiral Mitchel The Czar^"^^«^"«* 
carried over with him a confiderable num- ^^^Eng^ 
ber of perfons of all trades, efpecially /(/^tradcf- 
Ihip-carpenters, and thofe who had any™^°* 
knowledge of fhipping ; amongfl: others, a 
fbn of Sir Anthony Dean's ; alfo Mr. Far-- 
qiiharfon (an able mathematician) a Scots 
highlander. All thefe on his landing at 
Holland^ he fent on board the Ruffian fleet 
defigned for Archangel. Some time before 
the Czar left Holland^ the Rujfian merchants 
came to pay their refpefts, and made him a 
prefent of twenty thoufand dollars, which ' 
he frankly accepted, and gave them in re- 
turn his hand to kifs- The day after, the 
Czar, accompanied with fome of his Dutch 
acquaintances, went out to take the air in 
a pleafure-boat towards Hardenueck : on his 
return (it being late) there arofe fuch a hard 

gale 
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Bo OK gale 6f wind, that they had like to have 
III. periflied. In the time of the grcateft dan- 
Y"^^^ ger, the Czar was fo little concerned, that 
b grcat^^^ dcfired them not to be afraid; for 
danger, it had never been heard, that a Czar of 
Rufia had been loft at fea. On the r5tii 
of Mqy^ he left Holland^ purfuing hk 
journey into Germany through Clevesy zx%d 
arrived on the i ft of June at Drefden4 Here, 
after he had refreihed himfelf, he • went to 
fee the chamber of rarities, attended by the 
Count Wonlek ; after which, he faw all that 
was worth notice in tlie town ; next day he 
vifits die made a vifit to the Q^een of Toland^ as alio 
Queen of jj^^ Eleftrefs dowager; then he was invited 
to the Stadtholder, Wanfur ft ember gh\ ; where 
all the gentlemen and ladies or the court 
accompanied him ; and at the drinking of 
each health, a round of guns were fired. 

On the 3d of June^ he went to jfee the 
impregnable caftle oi Kenningftein ; where 
fome years after, his ambajGTador, General 
^atcul, was by King Auguftu5% order de- 
livered up to the King oi Sweden^ who 
caofed put him cruelly to death. From 
Drefden^ he purfued his journey through 
Bohemia, dlre&ly for Vienna; where he ar- 
rived the 1 6th, and was conduced to Count 
Kening feck's palace, which was prepared for 
him. The Emperor and the Czar met for 
tlie firft time, at nine o'clock at night in the 

favorita ; 
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favorita ; where he was attended by all the B o o K 
miniftry, and pcrfons of diftinftion, in fplcn- III. 
did equipages. The two emperors at meet- v^'-v^ 
ing embraced each other, and after ^^^^^^xolh^ 
few compliments parted: but on the 28th, Emperor. 
he had a long conferrence with the Empe- 
ror ; where they both remained uncovered, 
none being prefent But the two counts, 
Walenftein and Dicktrichjiein, with General 
Lefhrt, who ferved as interpreter. 

The Emperor, to put the greater refpeft 
. upon the Czar, caufed make a fumptuous, 
and extraordinay entertainment for him up- 
on St. Meters day ; • to which there were in- 
vited above three hundred perfons of the 
firft quality ; whereof, forty couple (a lady 
and a cavalier) fat at the fame table with the 
Czar, drefled after the manner of the boors of 
all tj^e nations they could think of; the Em- 
peror and Emprefs afting the part ef landlord 
and landlady. They were attended by Prince 
Eugene oi Savoy ^ and (everal minifters and ge- 
neral officers, who ferved at the table and 
carried about the glafs. Some time after the 
company were fet, the Emperor brought a 
glafs to the Frieflandifi boor^ who was the 
Czar, and drank it off to the health of his 
Czarifh majdly, faying, lie was perfuaded 
that he was well known to him. The Czar, 
aftet giving his imperial majefty thanks, 
told him, that he knew the Czar fo very 

well^ 
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Book well, that he could undertake for him he 
III. was a fincere friend, and humble fervant of 

^-'^^^'^^ his imperial majefty's, and an enemy to all 
his enemies ; then took off the glafs, which 
went round : a little after, the Friejiandijh 
boor called for another glafs, and brought 
it to the Egyptian boor, who was the King 
of the Romans, faying, your majefty is as 
yet young, and can carry a glafs better than 
theEmperor your .father, therefore I bring 
you a health to the profperity of the houfe 
oiAufiria; which went alfo round. The 
entertainment continued till paft midnight, 
when the company parted. 

Next day, the Czar had accounts fent him 
by an extraordinaryxourier, of the revolt of 
the Strelitzes, which obliged him to make 
all hafte to his own country. So, after hav- 

Lcavcs ing feen all that was remarkable^at Vienna^ 

foddcniy. ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ Emperor on the 29th 
of July, and fet out paft for "Poland. On 
the nth oi Auguji, he met privately with 
King Augufius atReva, a (mall town, not 
. far diftant from Limberg, and viewed there 
th,e Saxon troops that were ehcamped near 
that place. The 13th, the Czar continued 
his journey towards Rujfia^ attended by his 
^olijh majefty, and four fquadrons of his 
guards, the length of the frontiers, where 
they parted. The King fent Major-General 
Carlowich alongft with the Czar^ in quality 

of 
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of envoy, without the charafter : he arrived Book 
fafe at his capital the 4th of September. III. 
Mn Tatcull was in company, dilguifed in the ^-^^^rKj 
habit of a groom, having reafon for keeping jj^J-^^^^ 
himfelf private. 

The Emperor fent. an extraordinary en- 
voy, Baron Wonquarient, to ratify the late 
three years alliance, who had made his pu- 
blick entry into Mo/cow, before the Czar's 
arrival.^ 

The dangerous rebellion, which occafi- 
oned the Czar's return to his dominions 
fooner than he intended, (for he defigned to 
fiave vifited Italy , and particularly Venice) 
happened thus: 

After the death of King John Sobiejky, rhc fc- 
the republic of Toland was divided into two ^^^ ^c^ 
parties ; one chofe the eleftor of Saxony^ ^StrJitLu 
the other declared for the Prince of Conti; 
who came too late, for before he landed at 
Dantzick^ the eleftor was proclaimed King, 
by the name of Frederick Auguftus II. 
fo that the Princer bf Confi was obliged to 
return to France ; his party, whereof the 
Cardinal primate was head, dropping his 
intereft. The Ciar during thefe commoti- 
ons, fent a confidcrable body of troops 
to the frontiers of hithuqnia^ under the 
command of Prince Michael Gregorowich 
RomoJanoJkjy to be at hand to affift the e- 
leftor's party in cafe of need. Thefe troops 
•Vol.. I. Q^ being 
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Book being moftly Sfrelitzes^ took occaiibn of ' 
III.- the Czar's abfence, being encouraged there- 

^-^"^"^ to by the Princefs Sophia and her adherents, 
to march ftraight to Mo/cow^ where few or 
no troops were to oppofe them, and where 
they hoped to be joined by hundreds of 
thoufands. They left the army, and dircfted 
their march towards Mo/cow^ without fay- 
ing a word to their General, i (about eight 
thoufand of them) giving out every where 
that the Czar wa§ dead abroad, and for that 
reafon, it behoved them to march to the car 
pital, to chufe a Regent to manage matters 
during the young Czar Alexis Tetrowkh's 
minority: they turned off all their oiEcers, 
and created new ones from among them-* 
felves, and were joined in their march by 
feveral loofe people, who were fond of a 
change, imagining no doubt, that they 
would find their account in it. 

Prince Romodanojky their General, fent 
couriers one after another, acquainting the 
regency that a great part of his army had 
left him, and certainly on no good defign ; 
that they had marched the firft day more 
than thirty werfts ; that the troops he had 
ftill with him, were moft of them in the 
fame mind ; nor durft he adventure to fol- 
low after them,' having exprefs orders from 
the Czar to continue on the frontiers of 
^oland^ and obey what orders he fhould re- 
ceive 
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ccive from King Auguftus ; to whom he B o o k 
had alfo fent an exprefs, acquainting him III. 
with what had happened ; that the Strelitzes v^w-^ 
who remained in the army, feemed to be 
much more elevated than ordinary, (hewing 
but little regard to orders; fo that he feared 
Aeworft. 

This revolt put all the boyars and gran^- 
dees at Mofaruj in the utmoft confternation ; 
and had not the Czar exprefsly ordered Ge- 
neral Gordon^ together with four thoufand 
of his guards, to continue at the capital this 
year, the governrnent had been overturned, 
and the Czar with his family quite extir- 
pated. 

The rebels were got within one hundred 
werfts of MofcoWj before it was poffible for 
General Gordon to make head againft them. 
But having, with great difficulty, got the 
Generalifllmo perfwaded to march out of 
the capital, at the head of four thoufand of 
the neighbouring gentry, he marched along 
with a body of three thoufand foot, and 
good artillery, confifting of twenty-feven 
field pieces, from fix to ten pounders ; being 
obliged to leave one thoufand foot to keep 
matters right at Mofcow^ and to guard the 
palace. General Gordon moving forwards, 
a good way before his little army, got fight 
of the rebels, near a monaftery, called the 
Wojkrefinsky or the Re/urrecliofi^ diftant 
Q^ 2 from ' 



124 The RisroRJ of 

Book from Afo/cow forty werfts ; into which 
III. place, he ordered a Major with two hun- 

^^^^-^^^ dred foot and a few horfe, to prevent the 
' rebels from taking poffeffion thereof: the 
monaftery being large, and furrounded with 
a good iron wall. After which, accompa- 
nied with ten or twelve perfons, he moved 
Up flowly towards them, and fent an Adju- 
tant, defiring fome of their leaders to come 
and fpeak with him, which they agreed to, 
knowing him vefy well: and when they 
came, he fainted them in a very complai- 
fant manner, ajfking hoAv they did, and 
where they^ were going ; how they came 
to leave the army, ahd by whofe orders ? 
They anfwered him moft fubmiflively, ^that 
they had left the army without orders : 
that having been long abfent from their 
homes, they intended to go and fee their 
wives, and put their houfhold affairs in or- 
der. The General told them, they could 
not but know, that they had tranfgreffed 
againft his majefty's orders; therefore, he 
advifed them, as a friend, to return inftantly 
to their duty ; which, if they did, he affur- 
ed them of his Czarifh majefty's pardon : 
that if they did not, but continued to per* 
lift in their rebellion, they would fhut all ' 
the gates of mercy ; and could expeft no- 
thing but death and deftruftlon. They, 
.told him plainly, that fince they wercxome 

fo 
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fo far, they would firft go to Mo/cow^ and Book 
then advife: he expoftulated with them far- , III. 
ther, biit to no purpofe. Then he alked ^^^^'^'^ 
therti how far they intended to march that 
day ? they told him not far. He faid, it 
being then towards evening, he thought it 
advifeable for them, to pitch their tents a 
little below, where there was a village that 
could accomodate them with nefccflaries, 
' and confider with their friends againft next 
morning, when he fhould meet with them 
once more, and reafon farther on the mat- 
ter. They told him, they fliould do fo : 
and aftually, being fatigued with long mar-» 
chcs, they drew up, and encamped on the 
fame fpot of ground the General had point- 
ed out to tliem. After which^ he bid them 
good night, and returned to meet the troops, 
who, were not then in fight, marching up 
fiowly with the artillery and amtaunition. 
He encamped about a mile diftant from the 
rebels, , where he made every thing ready 
for the next day ; perceiving plainly, that 
the Strelitzes rauft have encourageme^nt 
from higher hands, or they durft never 
have undertaken fo bold an enterprize with 
fo fmall numbers. 

, The Generaliflimo, together with the reft 
of the nobility and gentry, were in the 
greateft terror imaginable: the General told 
them not to be uneafy, for he was not 

without 
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Book without hopes of getting them pcrfuaded to 
III. return to their duty; and that even in caft: 

^^"■^^^^ of the worft, he hoped to give a good ac- 
count of them. 

By break of day next morning, the Ge- 
neral (who had refted little or none that 
night, and fearing left the rebels' fhould fe- 
ducc and corrupt any of his troops, had caufed 
the officers patrole the whole night long) 
mounted his horfe, and went out to com- 
mune with them as he had promifed ; and 
when (bme of their leaders came up to him, 
he aiked them what they had refolved upon ? 
laid, he hoped they would be fo wife as 
follow his advice, who was really their 
friend: they tpld him, they neither had nor 
would alter their refolution, but were de- 
termined '(feeing they were (b near) to vifit 
their wives. If tt\at was all, he told them 
their wives fhould be fent to them. They 
told him, that there was no ufc for that, 
fincc befides feeing their wives, they had all 
of them affairs of their own to look after, 
which tl^ey would put an end tq before they 
could think of returning. . Then he aflured 
them in pofitive terms, that the Gencraliffimo 
was at hand with a powerful army, ready 
to fall on them and cut them to pieces ; 
but, if they would yet return to their duty, 
he promifed them ftill his majefty's moft 
gracious pardon* The rebels interrupting 

him. 
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him, told that they would go to Mo/^o-u;, B o o K 
and were not at all in pain about the Gene- III, 
raliflimo and his army. But he out of real v./v>-' 
pity infifting, faid, he was forry for them, 
for he faw plainly that in a few .minutes 
they muft be deftroyed. They told him at 
laft, to mind his own bufinefs; and fome of 
them were fo bold as to prefent their pieces 
to fire at him. Then he thought it time 
for him to march off, and putting (purs to 
his horfe, rode up to the Generaliffimo, 
told him, that thefe unhappy people were 
infatuated, and would not hearken to rea« 
fon, fo that there was no more time to be 
loft. It is certain, that if the rebels had 
killed General Gordon on this occafion^ 
(which they might have done without any 
difficulty) they would have carried their 
point, for there was none other who had 
the refolution to oppofe them. All the fo- 
reign o'fficers were in the army employed a- 
gainft the Turks; but providence, who 
watched over this great Prince from his in- 
fancy to the hour of his death, fhewed it- 
felf here in a particular manner. The Ge- 
neral then caufing march up the infantry 
hard upon the rebels, ordered the Colonel 
of the artillery to direft the guns fo as ndt 
to do great execution amongft them, out of 
pure compaffion, thinking thereby to inti- 
midate them ; but it had the contrary ef- 

feft, 
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Book feft, for finding fo few of their people kill- 
Ill, ed and wounded, they took courage, the 
^-^^^'^ priefts crying out, a miracle ! a miracle ! they 
beat their drums, flouriflied their colours, 
and crofTed theipfelves, as if they had been 
' going to engage the Turks. Whereupon, 
die General ordered the guns to be well di- 
refted, and to fire clofe upon them with 
the whole artillery. This fecond fire had 
its ciFeft, killed and wounded many, which 
put them into confufion. The third fire 
of the artillery put them in the utmoft dif- 
order. Whereupon, the General broke In 
upon them with the infantry, cutting them. 
The re- to pieces, without further regard ; fo that 
bcis • fur- at laft, finding themfelves overpowered, and 
^^^'"* all like to be deftroyed ; they threw down 
their arms, and begged for mercy. 

The horfc, though of no ufe in the en- 
gagement, took a great many prifoners; fo 
that the rebels, being all foot, not one An- 
gle perfon efcaped. The Generaliffimo,. 
with the reft of the nobility and gentry, 
were for cutting them all to pieces on 
the fpot. But General Gordon advifed, 
that they might be all referved till his ma- 
jefty's return ; that the ground of this re- 
bellion might be the better dived into: 
which advice prevailing, they were all fet- 
tered two and two, and fent to different 
prifons, to the number of four thoufand 

fix 
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fix hundred, befides wounded. General- Book 
iflimo Sheiuy caufing fome of their leaders III. 
to be brought before him, afked them, S^^*^ 
what they meant^ by this revoh, and what Xw^Vor 
they intended thereby ? Some of the moft rcbcUion. 
forward told him, without ditguife ; that ' 
feeing the Czar had abandoned his- country, 
and being informed, that he was dead, 
they were defigned to march to the city 
of Mo/cov/j and put the igovemment into 
fome fure perfons hands to manage matters, 
until the young Caar, Alexh^ fhould be of 
age. This was all he could get out of . 
them; though he had caufed put feveral of 
them to the torture. The reft being re- 
ferved to the Czar's pleafure, who, as is al- 
ready faid, arrived at his capital the 4th of 
September; where, after being welcomed 
by many of his. faithful fubjefts, he refted 
a few days, after fb long and fo fatiguing 
a journey. 

The firft thing he did, was, to caufe the The ring* 
ring-leaders of the revolt to be tranfported ^^^'^ 
to Trebrdjtnskyj where they were tortured, ^ 
and 'examined in his prefence ; yet nothing 
farther could be got from them, nor would * 
they accufe any of the great ones, as ha- 
ving a concern in this rebellion, till at laft, 
a youth not full eighteen years of age, de- 
fired to be carried into the Czar's prefence, 
and being admitted, told that he was only a 

Vol. L R fervant 
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Book fervant tp one of the leading men amdngft 
III. the StrelitzeSy called ^J/omcjy but, he 

v.'^v-^ thought, he could bring to light a great deal 
of this affair ; that he could make a cor re- 
fpondence appear, betwixt the Princefs Sophia 
and his raafter, by the means of an old wo- 
man, who lived by the charity of the cloi- 
ftersj that he had often feen her carry in 
and out of the convent loaves of bread, 
wherein were letters inclofed, which he had 
feen his mafter take out of the loaves, read 
them, and return anfwers after the fame man- 
ner: tho' this appeared tobefaft, by thecon- 
feflion of the poor old woman herfelf, who 
did not deny, but flie had often carried 
loaves of bread out, and in to the cloifter ; 
but faid, flie did not know of any letters 
being in them : yet the young m^n's mafter, 
Ajfonacy^ would never acknowledge any 
fuch thing, but went obftinately to death ; 
as almoft all of them did; for none abpve. 
the age of eighteen were pardoned* . 

Several of the great men, whom the Czar 
fufpefted to have been engaged in this con- 
Ipiracy, he caufed take the axe into their 
hands, artd obliged them to cut off the 
heads of fome others of the confpirators : 
and to mortify ftill more his fifter, princefs 
Sophia; he caufed fet up a gallows, oppofite 
to the windows of her apartments, whereon, 

he 
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he caufed hang three Strelitzes^ holding up B o o k 
to her petitions in their hands. III. 

The imperial envoy, Baron Wonquarienty ^^^^^^^^ 
on the 13th, was admitted to his firft audi- 
ence, and on the 17th, was entertained 
fumptuoufly by his Czarifli majefty; as 
were likewife, the envoys, from Toland and 
'Denmark. 

The war againft the Turks went very The ^ 
profperoufly on thi$ year : the boyar Suhli- ^/fsagabft 
cotVy Governor o£ Afophy having an army the 7«riA 
of forty thoufand RuJfianSy befides Cojfacks 
and Calmucks under his command, beat the 
Tartars in feveral encounters. 

Likewife,' Prince y^?«(?x Dolgornkj, Go- 
vernor o^ Belogrody marched at the head of , 
fixty thoufand Rujfiansj with the like num- 
ber oiCoJfacksy commanded by their Hett- 
mafiy Mazepa^ on the 17th o£ July, and 
forced the Siraskier Ba[fa to retire over the 
bog, and encamp himfelf under the cannon 
of Oczakow. 
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BOOK IV. 

IN the year 1(^99, the Turks defiring a Bo ok 
peace, a treaty went on with the Empe- |V. 
ror, the Czar, the crown of Tolandj and v^rv^ 
the ftates o£ Venice f^ which ended, the be- 
ginning of the enfuing year, in a thirty years a truce, 
truce- The Czar keeped -^foph, together "^^^ ^^« 
tvith all the forts he had taken on the Black- ^^^^^ 
Jeay but was obliged to reftore the towns 
and forts he had taken on the Borijihenesy 
dl prifoners being releafed on both fides. 

On the 2d of March died General Fran- 
ess Lefortj aged about forty-fix. The Czar Lefi^ 
was then €tFi?ro«//z, and though much ta- *"• 
ken up with his fliipping, he returned to 

Mofcow'^ 
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Book Mofcow^ and gave him a magnificent bu- 
IV. rial 

^^^<^ He was a citizen's fon of Geneva, whofc 
His cha- brother was one of the Syndicks of that place : 
rafter, &c. he was bred a merchant, but being of a fpirit 
above his fortune, he foon fpent the ftock 
his parents had left him; then went to 
MofcoWj and entered into the army in Czar 
^^eter$ minority. He was a tall well-look- 
ed man, of a facetious engaging temper, arid 
found means to get credit among the Dutchj 
and other foreign merchants, who furnifhed 
him wherewithal to live at a pretty high rate. 
At laft, he fell in courtfhip with an agree- 
able young lady, the only child of a rich 
widow, who by no means would confent 
to the marriage ; but, the young lady taking 
a fancy to him, they married withoijt her 
confent: yet, Ihe had fo great a liking to 
her daughter, that fhc foon pardoned her, 
and received them both into her own houfe. 
The mother was after the manner of that 
country eftcemed rich, having betwixt four 
and five thoufand rubles on intereft, befides 
a very good houfe ; fo that Cdptain Leforty 
her fon-in-law, wheedled the good old lady 
from time to time out of three hundred 
rubles; which enabled him to fupport a 
grandeur he always aimed at. , 

He foon came to underftand the Rufian 
language, and by one means or other, to be 

introduced 
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introduced into Czar Teters company,Bo oK 
who took fuch a liking to him, that from a IV. 
Captain, within the fpace of a few years, ^<^^*^^ 
he raifed him to the rank of a General: he 
underftood little or nothing of the military 
art, either by feaor land, but favour fupplied 
all: he became Czar Teter'% principal 
favourite, was a man given up to all man- 
ner of pleafures, and could bear a glafs well. 
He, together with a man of quality, viz. 
Theodore Theodorowich Tlefkeow^ were be- 
lieved to have been ill inftruments in occafi- 
oning the Czar's allienating his afFeftions 
from his Emprefs, by following his plea- 
fures amongft the beauties of the town ; one 
whereof, called Anna Ivarouna Mons, a 
wine merchant's daughter, of Livonian ex- 
traftion, exceeding beautiful and taking, 
was greatly favoured by Czar ^eter. And 
here it may be taken notice of, that the 
Emprefs dowager being ftill alive, and 
mightily concerned at her forj's way of li- 
ving, not only took occafion of fpeaking to 
him herfelf, but engaged likewife the Em- 
prefs-confort to deal with him, and endea- 
vour all fhe could to retain him, by perfuad- 
ing him to live after the manner of his 
predeceflbrs, in greater majefty; for befides 
the fcandal and novelty of the thing, they 
were apprehenfive of accidents ; which ad- 
vice offended the Czar to that degtee, that * 

he 
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Bo o K he laid his commands on her, never to take 
ly. any concern about him, nor to prefume to 

v^^>^^ offer him advice in any one fingle point of 
his affairs, or conduft, under pain of his 
difpleafure: but this had no effeft. The 
old Emprefs ftill pufhed on the young Em- 
prefs, till at laft, the Czar to be free of her 
importunity, abandoned her entirely: a- 
bout which time, the Emprefs dowager 
happening to die, the Czar put his confort 
into a monaftery, where fhe continued with- 
out taking the vows, till after his death, 
and till her grandfon came to the throne. 

To return to General Lefort, he main- 
tained himfelf in favour to the laft, and 
never (except in what is already faid) abufed 
it, nbf fo far as I can learn, did he ever 
ufe it to the prejudice of any. His irregu- 
lar way of living fliortned his days, for he 
never could be without company! Their 
entertainments would many times have con- 
tinued for three days and nights without 
going to bed ; each took a nap in the corner 
as he could come at it, the glafs and dance 
ftill fucceeding. The ladies had their apart- 
ments, where they relieved one another, as 
•the watch does on board a fhip, every four 
hours. He died of a violent fever. For 
feveral years of the latter part of his life, 
he had not keeped company with his lady; 
but defigned, if he had lived any time 

longer, 
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longer, to have put her likewife into a mo- Bo o K 
naftery, after the royal example. IV. 

On the 30th o( November this year, died v>or><y 
alfo General Patrick Gordon, at fevengj^j;^ 
o'clock in the morning, in the fixty-fixth dies, 
year of his age, much regreted by the Czar 
and the whole nation. His majefty vifited 
him five times during his illnefs, was prefen.t 
the moment he expired, and fhut his eyes 
with his own hand : he was alfo buried in ' 
great ftatc. 

He was fon to John Gotidon, Efq; of His cha- 
Achleuchries^ in the county o£ Aberdeen,^^^^^>^^* 
whofe grandfather was a ,fon of the family 
of Haddo, now earls pf Aberdeen. He left 
Scotland at the age of eighteen, and went 
into the Swedijh fervice. Charles X. then 
King of Sweden, had wars with Toland. 
At the battle of Warfaw, Captain Gordon 
was taken prifoner, and not relieved till the 
peace was concluded, there being no cartel 
betwixt the two crowns for exchange pf 
prifoners. On the peace, he engaged with 
the Ambaflador of Ruffia to enter into that 
fervice, ^perfuaded thereto by one General 
Won Buckhowen, a German, who had fer- 
ved Ring Charles II. After the reftoration, 
the King Having no more ufe for generals, 
recommended Buckhowen to the Ru^tanEm- 
peror, Alexis Michaelowich, then at war 
with the Ti/ri:/; and, he becoming acquaint- 
•VoL. L S cd 
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fi o o K ed at Warfaro) vilthGordony they went together 
IV. into *the Rujfian fervicej where Captain 

^-''^'^^ Gordon was made Major ; then Lieutenant- 
colonel ; and in two years after, Colonel : 
and fo pafled through all the degrees, till 
he came tcr be commanding General. He 
married (whilft Lieutenant-colonel) General 
Buckhawens daughter, whofe mother was 
of the family of Vaughan in Wales. General 
Gordon was a fober man, in a country where 
drinking is much in fafhion; and though 
he ufed to be much in the Czar's company, 
his majefty knowing his ihclinations, would 
never allow him to bp urged. He was ever 
mindful of his bufinefs, and did great fer- 
vice to the Rujftan nation. 

1760. In the year 1700, the 28th o? February^ 

Mr. Wrenhuljly envoy from the States-gene- 
ral, made his publick entry, and had his 
firft audience the 23d of March ; the Czar 
putting great relpeft on hini, to fliew the 
regard he had for that republic. 

Czar Teter^ as he returned through l^o- 
land to his own dominions, as is already 
faid, had feveral private conferences with 
YAngAuguflus; where they concerted, and 
laid down the plan (together with the 
King of Denmark) of the approaching 
^-ar againft Sweden. The truce with the 
IPortey wSiS no fooner ratified and publifhed, 
than he caufed mak^c all necclfary' prepara-^ 

lions 
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tions : and as he had no liking to liis old Bo o i; 
ftanding army, the Strelitzes ; but on the IV. 
contrary, a very great averfion (and moft ^^^^"^o^ 
defervedly), on the very day of the rejoic- 
ing for the truce, the Czar broke that 
formidable body of people, to the num- '^hc Strct, 
ber of thirty thoufand, and above; cbm-^^l^^ 
manding them to be inftantly difperfed 
over the wh6le empire; that from a cer- 
tain day, three of them fhould not be 
feeq in any one place together, under 
pain of death, jmd never more to be ad- 
mitted into his imperial majefty's fervice ; 
nay, the very name of Strelitzes to be aljo- ' 
lifhed. 

Immediately, be raifed an army c^ forty , - 
thoufand foot, to be called foldiers, and , 
twenty thoufand dragoons : it was furprifing 
to behold how fbon this army was mack 
up, for in lefs than three months time, they . 
were enrolled,, clothed, armed, and ready 
to march. ' ' 

The method the Czar fell upon to raife 
this army was curious. The great ones, 
ijiobility, gentry, and generally all people of 
fortune, hgd always abouf: them, num- 
bers of bought fervants, who condnued in 
their families, from generation to genera- 
tion; whom their mafters, for the moft 
part, treated with the utmoft feverity: 
^11 >vhich fervants, without exception, the 
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Bo OK Czar declared free, on condidon of their 
IV. entering into his fervice, but not otherways* 

^^^^<^^ The novelty and unexpeAednefs of the 
thing, with the natural defire that people 
have for liberty, made thefe flaves at once 
abandon their old cruel mafters, and come by 
thoufands to enlift themfelves into his ma- 
jefty's fervice. The foreign colonels got 

A new ar- each of them two hundred of thefe ne>v 

^d mo^ le\'ied men to difcipline and exercife. 

dellcd. Colonel Alexander Gordon^ who was at 

due pains (as moft of the others were) had, ia 
lefs than three weeks time, his men fb well 
trained, that when the Czar wetat to fee 
them perform their exercife, he owned 
that his guards could not do better. Up- 
on which he got a thoufand men more, 
which made his regiment twelve-hundred 
compleat; of which force, all the Czar's 
regiments aonfif):, both foot and dragoons ; 
as for horfe, he never cared for having 
any; fcarcely thinking them of any ufe. 

Some days after, the^faid Colonel receiv- 
ed orders to march to Tevere^ a confider- 
able town, about an hundred and fifty 
miles diftant from MofcoiVj on the way to 
Nqvogrod^ there to remain and difcipline 
his men till farther orders. 

The Czar, after having modelled his ar- 
my according to the German method; fet 

about 
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about reforming his whole empire, not Book 
only in their drefs' and ways of living, IV. 
but alfo in their judicatures and police : ^•^^^'^^ 
he eftablifhed magiftrates in ?11 the towns ^^^^ ^^^ 
and burghs ; granting them the fame power reforming 
and jurifdiftion with thofe of other European ^^ ^^^^'' 
nations. This diminifhed the power of the ^*^' 
woywodes and governors. He alfo fct up 
academies and colleges to propagate learn- 
ing and knowledge : befides which, he fent 
young gentlemen of the beft families into 
foreign armies and fleets for their education ; 
where they were obliged to continue feven 
years (until they were perfeft),' on their 
own, and their parents charges ; and thofc 
who were not able, he furnifhed out of the 
treafury. On their return, they were em- 
ployed according to their capacities, either 
in. the land or fea-fervice ; and thofe who 
had no inclination for either, were employed 
in the police. With thefe views, they returned 
home, moft of them well bred gentlemen, 
fpeaking mofl languages. 

Then he ordered, that all men, of what- 
ever degree, fhould • take off their beards, 
and, that both men and women fhould drefs 
after the Britsjh\, French ^ or German fafhi- 
on, and never appear in public in the Rujfian 
habit, under the penalty of one hundred ru- 
bles for every offence ; the Coffacks^ Cal-- 
mucks^ and Tartars excepted. 

After 
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Book After this, he ordered, freedom of con* 
IV. verfation aiid accefs to the ladies, who were* 
^^^^^' all formerly fo clofs confined, that their 
neareft relations were not allowed to fee 
them, but in the prefence of the huflband; 
and that only on extraordinary pccafions: 
and for pronioting this liberty, he appoint- 
ed plays, and affemblies with mufic, danc- 
ccr^oik'c ^^8> ^^^ other polite diverfions- The 
convcrfa. married ladies, as well as the maids^ were 
tion. very foon reconciled to this reformation j 
and to iay the truth, by this means, a bar- 
barous cuftom was removed ; which was, 
that when a young gentleman had a mind 
i:o marry, the matcli was always made up 
betwixt tlic parents ; the young couple ne- 
ver coming to fee ,one another until the 
wedding-night : fo that the bride might be 
blind or lame, and fometirpes both, without 
the bridegroom's knowing it. I have known 
fome examples of this kind which ren- 
dered many of their marriages very unhap-^ 

py- 

The Czar thought this cruel ; therefore 
would have the parties fee and converfe to^ 
gether, that they might pleafe themfelves, 
after the manner of the nations through 
which he had travelled. 

The old people were much mortified 

with thefe novelties, but there was no rc- 

. medy; thofe who appeared moft averfe, 

. were 
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were fure to be called, and obliged to at- B o o k 
'tend on fuch occafions, fo that nothing ex- IV, 
,cufed them but (ickners ; and if that was ^-''TV 
found to be pretended, they were fcverely A^jyadonT 
fined, according to their quality and abi- not rdifh- 

lity. ofd^^t-^ 

The ladies at firft looked but aukwardly pi^. ^^' 
in their new drefs, cfpecially when laced, 
being ufed to wear loofe gowns down to 
their heels ; but in a little tin^, the change 
becoming habitual, did very well. 

In a ^w years, the nation became quite 
metamorphofed, tnuch to the tafte of all the 
young people ; then foreigners intermarried 
with the natives, of which "the Czar .him- but have 
felf gave the example, marrying, firft, his fon, a good cf- 
the Czarowich, to a princefs of Wolfenhutle ; ^^' 
jiext, his nieces, 'Annay the late Emprefs, to 
the Duke of Cmrland^ and hcT eldefi fifter, 
Catharine^ to the Duke oi Mechknhurgh^ 
without regard to different opinions in reli- 
gion. x\t the fame time he introduced 
trades and manufaftories. Tolerably good 
linen-cloth had long before been made ji- 
mongft them, but at prefent they are come 
a great length in their woolen raanufaftures j 
they make cloth of all colours pretty fine y . 
the country over all, producing plenty of 
wooL They are now fupplied with a great 
many commodities, which they were for- 
merly obliged 10. other couniries-for. 

On 
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Book On the i ft of September^ war was pro- 

IV. claimed againft Siveden ; the Czar defigning 

^^"^^^^^^ to march in perfon at the head of twenty- 

- eight regiments of foot, including the 

War pro. g^^^s, together with fix thoufand horfe- 

claimcd a- militia from the provinces of Novogrod and 

^inasw^l^j^Q^^ (his new levied dragoons not 

being as yet ready) with an artillery of 

thirty-two battering pieces and twenty-four 

mortars. |^ ' 

On the 2d, Colonel Gordon received or- 
ders to march with all expedition to No- 
vogrod, and to take farther orders there 
from Major-general James Bruce ; who be- 
ing flow in his march, the Czar, who loved 
expedition, was fo offended, that he caufed 
march'to P^^ ^^^ Major-general in arrefi, and gave 
invcftA^^r- the Command of four regiments of infan- 
try, and two of the horfe-militia, to Prince 
John Iruhetjkoy, governor *of Novogrod^ 
with orders to march ftraight forward to 
Narva', and poft himfelf fo, as to hinder ail 
fuccours and provifions from getting into 
the town. 

On the 1 2th, Prince Irubetjkoy, after an 
expeditious march, encamped on the eaft- 
fide of the river Narva, within a fliort 
league of the town, betwixt it and the 
mouth of the river ; and as he marched by 
Ivanogrod, a party oi Swedip horfe attacked 
the van-guard of the Ruffians, but were re- 

pulfed 



vam 
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pulfed with the lofs of fome few men kill- Book 
ed, and one taken prifoner by the Rujfian IV. 
cavalry, bad as they then were. v>nr>a 

On the 13th, Colonel Gordon with his 
regiment, together, with a battalliori of foot 
and four fquadrons of horfe, crofTed the 
river in large boats, (which the enemy i^ 
Teems had not time to deftroy) marched 
up, before fun-fet, and ported himfelf with- 
. in cannon-fhot of the town^ in the mid- 
dle, as near as he could judge, betwixt the 
river and the town, where he immediately 
intrenched J fo that befere break of day, 
the cannon from the place could not hurt 
him much. 

On the 14th, in' the afternoon, a^ ^^^ 
ftrong party of foot and horfe, came march- from the 
ing out of the garrifon, with defign to at- ^^*^^^|[°". 
tack the Ruffians. Colonel Gordon no foon- Au^thor's 
er perceived it, than he marched with a command, 
fufficient body againft them, and forced 
them to retire to the town, with the lofs 
of nine men killed, and four wounded and 
taken prifoners. The Rujftans loft Prince 
Gregory^ a captain of h9rfe, with fifteen 
more killed and wounded. During this af- 
fair, captain Bower^ who had been detain- 
ed prifoner at large, in Narva, came gal- 
loping over to the Ruffians^ making a fign, 
by waving a handkerchief ; and as he came 
up, declared that he belonged to King ^»- 

VoL. I. T gtijlus^ 
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^oo Kg}ijlusj and had been fent by him into 
IV. Riga, fome time before the Saxons had in- 

^y-^r^j vefted that place, on private bufinefs : but 
the Swedes not caring to truft fuch peo- 
ple, fent him under a guard to Narva, 
where he was for a long time little trufted : 
but at laft, being allowed to march out 
with this party, he took the opportunity 
during the fire, and came over to the Ruffi- 
ans, where he was not altogether trufted nei- 
ther, until Lieutenant-general yillart came to 
the Rujftan camp. 

On the 15th, Prince Irubetjkoy .mzxchcA 
up with the reft of the body and joined 
Colonel Gordon, and without lofs of time, 
they fell to work at their circumvallation 
and countervallation lines, which were com- 
pleated with redoubts, at two hundred 
fathoms diftance, againft the firft of 05^- 
her. 

On the 17th, Lieutenant-general Allart, 
an able engineer, arrived at the Rujftan 
camp before Narva, being fent by King 
Augujlus, as a proper perfon, to have the 
direftion of the fiege : and, upon his de- 
claring, that captain Boujer \i2A been em- 
ployed by /that King, to give him informa- 
tion of the ftate of affairs at Riga, Baiver 
came xp be trufted and employed in his Cza- 
rifh majefty's fervice. • 
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On the 19th, Lieutenant-general ^//fl'r/ B o o K 
and Colonel Gordon^ together, with feveral IV. 
engineers and ofEcers, went out to view the ^^^^^^^ 
fields, three leagues round the camp, and 
found the roads every way impaflable, ex- 
cept at one place, called Tiahagie ; where, 
on their return. Colonel Gordon advifed, 
without lofs of time, to raife a fort, and put 
fome hundreds of men in it, with a few pie- 
ces of cannon, and he would anfwer for it, that 
the enemy would never come up to attempt 
the relief of the town, but by taking that 
fort ; which they could not eafily do, feeing 
it could always be reinforced from the 
Rujjian camp, but no regard was had to 
this: for, the Czar himfelf did not believe, 
that it was poffible for the King of Swe- 
den to attempt the relief of the town in 
that feafon of the year, and fo flighted this 
advice. 

On the 3d of OBoher^ the Czar at the 
head of one and twenty battallions of foot, 
and four regiments of horfc-militia, toge- 
ther, with the artillery, ammunition and 
provifions, entered within the lines, having 
ciofTed the river Narva-^ on a ftrong timber- 
bridge, artfully joined together, leaving on 
the other fide, three regiments of infantry, 
with four fquadrons of horfe, to inveft Iva-- 
npgrod at the fame time. 

T z Two 
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Boo If Two days after, General Weid' entered 
IV. the lines with the reft of the army, amopnt- 
Y^^tkj ing to about ten thoufand foot. In the 
Ccocd' ^ight the trenches were opened, and two 
different attacks carried on, under the di- 
rection of the Duke of Crqy and Lieutenant- 
general Allart: ^ the Duke being as yet 
only a volunteer, not having got the com- 
mand, until the Generaliflimo, Theodore 
Alexeiokh Golovln^ accompanied the Czar 
to Novogrody which fhall foon be fpoke of* 
On the 6th, in the afternoon, the enemy- 
made a fally, but were repulfed, with the 
lofs of a few men, Baron Bloombergs the 
Colonel of the guards, commanding in the 
approaches. 

The two attacks were carried on fo expc- 
ditiouflyj that againft the 15th, the Batte- 
ries, one of- twelve pieces of cannon, and 
two of ten each, together with the bomb- 
battery, played fo vigoroufly, that before 
the end of Otiober^ the cannon-ball and 
bombs were almoft con fumed, to the great 
mortification of General AUart: for this 
expedition was carried on in fuch a hurry, 
and in fo bad a feafon of the year, the 
roads being fo deep, that the waggons with 
the ammunition ftuck fo faft, that the 
horfes were not able to draw them farther ; 
which occafioned his Czarifh majefty to 
employ all the horfes about Novogrod and 

Tlejkowy 
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Tlejkow, and at laft, to march himfelf, Book 
together with Generaliffimo Golovin, and IV. 
his favourite Alexander Menzikoff^ to ha- v^^vv^ 
ften up (together, with the ammunition) 
twelve more regiments of infantry, leaving 
the command to the Duke of Croy^ an ab- 
folute ft:ranger,-who had no time to make 
any alteration in the difpofition of the ar- 
my, and was but little or nothing affifted 
by the RuJfr&n^gQncrzls : neither had he 
ammunition wherewithal to carry on the 
flege ; which was exceeding mortifying, 
confidering, that they had been already three 
weeks and upwards without aftion. And 
if there had h6cn fufficieht ammunition 
from the' beginning, tht'RuJfians had been 
mafters of the place, befofe it had been 
poflible for the King of Snveden to have come 
up to its relief, which .did not happen till 
the 1 9th of November ; when, being . fa- 
voured with a great fall of fnow, he formed 
his army into two divifions, carrying on 
the left himfelf againft the right of the ' 

Ruffians, where he fuppofed the beft troops 
were, and giving the command of the 
right to General Ottovelling. The two 
attacks were made# much about One time, 
and were fo fuccefsful, (notwithftanding 
their meeting with greater refiftance, than 
could have been well expefted, from raw, - 

unex- 
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BooKUoexperienced men), that they pierced the 
IV. lines ; where, on the King's attack they ob- 

^y-'^rKj tained an abiblute viftory, the Ruffians a- 
bandoning the lines withput any pojffibility 
of making them (land. The Duke of Croy 
did all that was poffible, till at laft feeing 
matters in this defperate fituation, he gave 
himfelf up, as did the Colonel of the guards, 
Baron Bloomberg j prifoners of war. 

On the right-hand attack, though the 
Swedes entered, and forced the lines, yet 
the Ruffians maintained a fight with them 
until it was dark, and forced them to retire 
towards their left, where they fired upon 
one another for fome time, till they dif- 
covered the miftake. The Ruffians^ who, 
were of fufficient numbers, had they attack- 
ed more vigoroufly, in the confufion the 
Suuedes were in, might have tore the 
viftory out of the King's hands ; but being 
all new raifed troops, except the regiment 
of guards, which was of a piece with the 
reft, in having been never engaged before 
with difciplined troops, and few good offi- 
cers as yet amongft them, it was no mi- 
racle to fee an armty of unexperienced, raw 
troops, confifting of about thirty-four 
thoufand men entrenched, beat by a body 
of about nine thoufand veterans, as good 
troops, and as well commanded as any in 

Europe^ 
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Europe^ with fo refolute a Prince at theirBoo K 
head. * ' IV- 

For the Rujfian, army^ whatever fome v^^vn-^ 
authors have amuffed the world with^ did 
.not amount even to the numbers forcfaid; 
confidering, that there ought to* be fome al* 
lowance made for the dead, killed and 
wounded, during a fiegc of above twd 
months ; arid likewife, it is to be confidered, 
that four thoufand men were employed 
from the beginning, on the other fide of 
the river before Ivanogro4^ who could not 
be attacked, nor of ufe to thofe who were 
fb, confequentiy, they marched off with their 
artillery, ^c. undifturbed. 

As the right of the RuJ/ians had been 
forced and routed by the King of Stv^den^ 
they fled in multitudes, both foot and horfe, 
to get over the river by the bridge, throng- 
ing upon it without confideration, fo that 
it gave way entirely, and numbers were 
loft. 

The left, by this means, feeing their re- 
treat cut off, the general officers and colo- 
nels 



* Voltaire makes the Rujfian army to coDfift of an hundred 
thoufand men, and the troops at Novogrod fifty thoufand ; 
whereas, the whole did not amount to aborc fifty thoufand 
from the beginning, viz. thirty-eight thoufand at the fiege 
of Narva and Ivanogrod, and twelve thoufand at Novogrod. 
The author of the memoirs of Peter the Great is in the fame 
mifhkc. 
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Book nels met, to confider of what was next to 
IV^ be done; where, after, fome reafoning to 

^^-^^^^^land again, it was refolved to carry a line 
betwixt the countervallation and circumval- 
lation, as near to the river on the left as 
could contain the troqps, and to ftand the 
enemy's attack nfext day; to raife and 
ftrengthen the lines on all fides : for which, 
they had TufEcient time, it not being paft 
four o'clock in the afternoon, . and, having 
plenty of provifions, and ammunition e- 
nough, and about twenty-four field-pieces. 
If this defign had been followed out, the 
King of Sweden would have thought more 
than once, before he would have ventured 
on a fccond attack, not being able to 
mufter fix thoufand found men the day 
after the battle. 
' But as the work was going on, and ad- 

vancing tolerably well, there came an Adju- 
tant from Prince James Dolgoruky^ who 
was next in command to the Duke of 
Groj, acquainting General Weid, who com- 
manded on the left, that he, with the other 
generals on the right, had entered into a 
treaty with the enemy ; who had agreed, 
that they altogether, fhould be allowed to 
march home without arms unfearched ; 
which conditions they had accepted of, 
therefore, ordered him to. make no farther 
oppofition,- but receive the forcfaid terms. 

To 
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to which it was objeftcd by the foreign Book 
colonels; that it would be ignominous, for IV. 
fo great a body to deliver up their arms to ^'^^^'^^^ 
an enemy not above half their number ; 
that for their pafrt^ they would rather ven- 
ture a fecond attack, were they fure to be 
cut to pieces, than fubmit to fuch difho- 
nourable conditions ; that befides, they 
were perfuaded the enemy would allow 
them to march off with artillery, arms, (^c. 
rather than hazard a fecond attack: they 
added, that General tTeid could receive no 
orders from Prince Dolgoruky^ a^ prifoner, 
and in the enemy's hands, But Weid^ 
who was made a General, by favour, a 
man of no experience, and who, perhaps, 
had never engaged . an enemy before, ad- 
vanced that Prince Dolgoruky, was fupe- 
rior to him in command, whofe orders he 
durft not difobey ; therefore was pofitivcj 
he would fubmit to the terms he had agreed 
to; which were no other (as appeared next 
day) than to furrender at difcretion. For, as 
the Rujjian troops paffed along the front of 
the Swedijh army, which was drawn up in one 
line, to make the gfeater appearance, they 
detained the generals, colonels, and fome 
others, allowing the reft to march off with- 
out arms. Moft of the foreign officers 
quitted their commands, and fliewed their 
diffent, fo far,, that they went off together 
Vol. L , U to 
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B o o K to feme diftahce, though they could not 
IV. fhun being made prifoaers of war, 

^^-r^r-s^ It was not fo furprifing a matter, that the 
Ruffian Generals went into fo difhonourable 
a treaty, # as at that time, ^they had n^either 
experience nor refolution. 

The lofe the Ruffians fuftained on this oc- 
cafion, amounted to about twelve thoufand 
men killed in the field and drowned in thp re- 
treat ; eighteen thoufand marched oflP difarm- 
ed ; four thoufand of the Novogrodijh and 
TIeJkoiviJh .cavalry, knowing the country, 
crofled the river, fome leagues above the town, 
and got fafe to TIefkow ; which,' together 
with the four thoufand that had inverted 
Ivanogrody make the Ruffian army to amount 
in ivhole, from the beginning, to thirty-eight 
thoufand men. The Swedes had about 
two thoufand five hundred killed and 
wounde;d. 

The Duke of Cray ^ and Lieutenant-general 
AllaHy together with the foreign colonels, 
the morning before the Swedes came up, 
propofed to march out, without the lines, 
a body of fifteen thoufand men, with 
twenty-four field-pieces, covered in their 
front and flanks, with turn-pikes, or che-^ 
vaux de frife: which, if the Ruffian gene- 
rals had agreed to, it is very probable, 
the King of Sweden (who certainly in this 
event, would have attacked) might have 

rum 
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run a very great rifque, and loft'at leaft the Bo o k 
half, if not the whole of his army, be- IV. 
fore he could have^ forced the Ruffians. ^^^^^^^^ 
For doubtlefs, in that fituatlon, they would 
have ftood better to it, than it was poffiblc 
for them to do within their lines, but no 
arguments could prevail. 

The Czar^ beihg at Novogrod^ ready to 
inarch with twelve regiments of foot, to^ 
gether with fufficiency of ammunition to 
carry on the fiege ; on hearing of the defeat 
and difafter of his army, was much ftruck 
at firft ; but rccoUefting himfelf, faid, * I 

* know very well, the Swedes^ will for fomc 

* time beat us, but at length, we may learn 

* to beat them.' 

Here, in my opinion, the -King of Swe^ 
den^ committed his firft over-fight, in al- 
lowing the eighteen thoufand difarmed 
Ruffians to return to their own country ; 
he might have keeped them all prifoners 
of war, (having furrendered at difcretion), 
and have difperfed them over the whole 
kingdom of Sweden ampngft the farmers, 
where they might have been of ufe, and la- 
boured for their bread. Befides, in this 
aftion of Narva^ they learned fomething of 
the /art of -war ; and, confequently, were 
much better than any new levies could be. 
There "were alfa fufRcient provifions iq 
the Ruffiiah camp, to have fnpported that 
' V % ' number; 
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Bo OK number, for more than three months. 
IV. But this hot, young Prince, in all the ac- 
^■^'■^^^^ tions where he commanded himfelf, was 
pleafed with the viftory, and would ^ not 
allow his troops to purfue after the enemy ; 
faying, * If we kill them all, there will be an 
* end of fighting/ 

After this unlucky affair, the Czar fdared 
nothing fo much, as that the king of 
Sweden fhould have marched at the head 
of a numerous army into his country, ei- 
ther againfl N^vogrod or ^leskow ; neither 
of which could have held out, a long fiege, 
being exceeding great tQwn$,,full of peo- 
ple, and not well fortified; |:^^t the moft 
plentiful country, and beft> inhabited of 
^WRuJfia. . ^-, 

The Czar But as foon as the Czar perceived, that 
takes mca- the King of Sweden direfted his march to- 
rcMiring'^ wards Toland, he became eafy; -fell upon 
hb lofs. meafures to raife and difcipline a numerous 
army; and ifTued out fome time after, ^ 
manifeflo, inviting into his country and fer- 
vice, foreigners of all nations, ,,who had 
ferved, and underftood military affairs ; ap- 
pointing them large falleries, tpgether, with 
advancement to a higher commiflion at 
their entry; which fucceeded fo well, that 
multitudes repaired to him. < 

But, to return to the King of Sweden, 
he, in my humble opinion, committed at 

thi§ 
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this time, his fecond and main overfightrBoo K 
for, if he had marched into ii«^df, at the IV. 
head of thirty thoufand Swedes, which he ^^^^'^'^ 
could have done, with the greateft eafe ima- ^^ ^^^^ 
ginabie ; the Czar muft have gone into his den'% cr* 
terms. For fuch an army, fo well com- ^*^^- 
manded, with fo refolute a Prince at its 
head, was able to have cut to pieces, all 
that the Czar could polTibly have oppofed 
to them. 

The Rujfians as yet, had no military ge- 
nius, no, not their gentry, far lefs their 
commonality; and then, had he left Gene- 
ral Levin, (who was killed fome time after, 
at his fide near Thorn\ or fome other able* 
General, whereof he had not a few, to- 
gether with a body of twelve, or fifteen 
thoufand Swedes, to have kept King j4u'' 
guftus in play, he had ended matters with 
the Czar in one campaign. For the Rujfians 
lofing one battle, which they could not 
well have avoided, muft have allowed thq 
enemy pofleflion of the beft part of their 
country; fince, excepting Novogrod and 
Tlejkow, there, was not one place of 
any ftrength to ftop their march to the 
capital, which was quite open too, and the 
caftle not defended : by thefe means,' the 
King of Sweden might have tore this 
empire to pieces. Princefs Sophia, was ftill 
^livd, and had a ftrong party, who woul4 

havs 
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Bo OK have joined him tea man, particularly,^ 
IV. the old-foldiers, the Strelitzes^ whom the 
^^^^<>^ Czar had broke and difgraced about a 
year before; after this, what could he not 
have done. 

But this generous, young Prince, had no 
regard to the maxims of his predeceflbrs, 
who, never would continue a war againft 
Ruffia^ above a year or two at moft: but 
as ioon as they were ready for a new war, 
always cut them to pieces, and then clap- 
ped up a new peace. Never, any had it, 
in their power, fo much, to get advantage- 
ous terms, as Charles XII. But he, with- 
out regard to intcreft or policy, (his idol 
. being honour), imagined, that fince he had 
given a check to the Danes^ and routed 
the Ruffians at Narva, (whom, to his great 
misfortune, he had, but too much defpifed) 
he muft next attack King Augufius. In or- 
der thereto, 'he marches in the fpring, 
eroding the Duina, near Rfga,; attacks and 
defeats the Saxons, commanded by marflial 
Stenaw and Prince Ferdinand of C our! and ; 
then marches through that country into hi- 
thuaniaj where, beingjoined by Count 5t7^<?- 
ga, and other difaffefted To/es, he lays 
down the plan of dethroning King Au- 
gujius. 

He had it ft 111 in his power, tO' have 
taken right meafures againft Rujfia, there 

being 
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being no time loft: he could have marched B o o K' 
with a fufficient army againft ^leskoiVj IV. 
and taken it; then continued his march ^^-^^vv^ 
towards Mofcow and fettled with the Czar.* 
For, the Rujfians at this time, were not 
much improved, there being neither armjj^ 
officers nor generals, capable to lead them 
againft the Swedes. Sheremetoffy was the 
only officer the Czar could reckon upon; , 
and. he had never had to do with any but 
Tartars. The man was brave indeed ; but 
underftood little or nothing of difcipline, till 
the frequent occafions he had to oppofe the 
Swedes^ gave him fome tinfture thereof. 



End of the Fourth Book. 
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B O O K V. 

IN the beginning of the year lyoiy tht-Q^^^-^ 
Dutchy and other foreign miniftens ufed y^ 
their utmoft endeavours, to incline the vx-A-^ 
Czar to make peace Wi\h Sweden; which i7oi- 
Charles XIL would the more willingly have 
gone into, that he might be the better 
revenged on King Auguftus^ who he knew, 
was the firft projeftor and promoter of this 
war. But the Czar would by no means 
hearken to a peace, unlefs the King of 
Sweden^ would reftore to him the province 
dtlngria^ which had been formerly a part 
of the Rujftan empire, and had given the 
firft fovereigns to Rujfia ': for this was the 
Vol,. L X true 
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Book true caufe of the war ; and not as was al- 
V. leged, the affront the Czar met with at 
^^^'^'T^ Riga. Befides, he threatened, that if 
the maritime powers joined his enemies a-^ 
gainft him or his allies, not only to cdn- 
fifcate all the goods belonging to the mer- 
chants of thefe nations, but to deftroy en- 
tirely their trade ; declaring he would not en- 
ter into any' terms of peace without the 
confent of his allies. 

He fent a mitiifter into Poland, to per- 
fwade the republic to join, and go heartily 
with their King into the war againft Swe-- 
den ; which the ^oles would by no means 
agree to, unlefs his Czarifh majefty feftor- 
ed to the republic the towns of Kiow and 
Smolenjko^ which had been taken from them 
by his predcceffors in former wars. This, 
the Czar thought very unreafonable, feeing 
he had obliged himfelf to fuppprt them with 
men and money, to recoveif Livonia. 

In the mean time. King Auguftus^ with 

his Saxon troops, takes pofTcflion cf Kad^ 

^^t Cztxxivehff 2XiA Birzen m Lithuania. On the 

Kbg ^«. ^^^ ^^ February^ the Czaf and he met 

gujius. at the laft named place, where they not 

only renewed their alliance, but laid down 

new raeafures, to profecute the war with 

vigour: ' King Augujitis undertaking to 

furnifli the Czar with a good many thou- 

fend difciplined Gerrnans^ m exchange for 

the 
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the like number of RuJJlans. The two Bo ok 
princes continued together till the 14th V. 
of March. The Czar endeavoured all he V'^^V 
could, to perfwade feveral of the ^olijh 
fenators to enter into their King's mea- 
fures, and at the fame time, in order to fuli^ 
fii his part, he caufed march twenty thou-? 
fand of his troops into Lithuania to join 
the Saxons ; but neither the Czar nor their 
own King could prevail, notwithftanding 
the advantageous offers his Czarifh majefty 
made them, of annexing all Livonia to the 
crown of. Tohnd^ to maintain an army in 
their fervlce, and to advance inftantly two 
millions of rix-dollars; they remained ftcd- 
faft not to break with Sweden. 

The Czar fent alfo an Ambaflador this 
year into Denmark^ to perfuade the Danet 
to make an irruption \n\oSchonenj to which' 
he promifed to contribute all h^ could. 
But the King of Denmark did not think 
it time, therefore, would wait for a more 
proper occafion. 

On the 13th of July 9 a fire broke out in A great 
the imperial palace, and in the city ^^^^^r!^ 
MoJkoWy which confumed feveral thoulands ^^ 
of houfes, • and burft the great bell, called, 
Ivan.Velikj^ which fell to the ground Its 
weight was computed to be about three 
hundred and fifty-fix centners ; it was twen- 
ty feet wide, upwards of two feet thick, and 
X z <;wenty' 
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Po o K twenty fathoms in circumference ; the Czar 

V. caufed enlarge it to four hundred centners, 

V"^^"^ and built ah immenfly ftrong fteeple to 

The r -. -^ or 

Czar'sfuc.%POrt It. 

cds in U^ Marfhal Sheremetoff, in the beginning of 
voma, September J marched into Livonia^ with an 
army of twenty thpufand foot and Dra- 
goons, befides Co[facks ; he defeated feveral 
fmall bodies of the erieiny^ particularly 
at Rappin, where the Sivedes were cut to 
piece" ; but at Ranch the Rujftans were re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs, Neverthelefs, 
General Cr'infort^ who commanded in that 
country, for want of fufficient troops, was 
not able to keep the field. 

The Czar taking the opportunity, after 
the King of Sweden had paffed the Duina^ 
and htzv tht Saxons m.Courland^ ordered 
Marfhal Sheremetoff to march with all the 
troops under his command, and fall upon 
Major-general ^hpenback, who lay in and 
about Derptj ,^\t\i a body of feven thou- 
fand horfe and foot, where a fliarp en- 
counter enfued. The Rujftans^ eager to 
revenge their defeat at Rauch^ attacked 
furioufly; fo that after a difpute, for the 
fpace of an hour, the Swedes y^^tc totally 
defeated: the Rujftans purfued them a- 
bove a league, cutting down and taking 
priibners: their whole artillery, bag- 
gage, ainmunitipn, with feyen hundred pri^ 
^ foners 
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foncrs remaining to the viftors. The Book 
Swedes Igft on this . occafion, about one V. ^ 
thoufand killed, and had near as many ^^^'^^^ 
wounded ; the Rujftans were indeed three , 
to one againft the Sivedes.^ 

In the beginning of the year 1702, the ^^^ 
Czar publifhed a declaration, offering great 
encouragement to foreigners of all nations 
who underftood military affairs and had 
ferved fome time, tq ehfer jinto his fervice. 

Staroska Oginskj^ was reinforced with a 
body of 6ve thoufand Ruffians^ to enable 
Jiim to aft againft Counf Sapeya^ who, to- 
gether with other difcontented ^olesy had 
declared for the King of Sweden. 

The Czar marched into Ingria at thexhcCrat 
head of forty thoufand men, took Ma^ marches. 
runburgh and lamgorod^ two fmall places,"^? ^'^ 
which he enlarged and fortified. The ■ 
Swedes having but few troops in that part of 
the country, were able to make but little 
refiftance; for. Major-general Slepenback^ 
who meditated nothing but revenge, had 
gathered all the forces in the country to- 
.gether, both regular troops and militia, in 
order tQ oppofe Marfhal Sheremetoff\ who 
had marched from Tleskow with an army of 
about twenty thoufand foot and dragoons, 
with defign to give him battle. The Swedes 
were ftill poffeffed with the opinion, that 
one Swfde was able to beat five Ruffians; ^ 

giving 
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Book giving out, over all, that they had never 
V. been beat but by fuch unequal force as 

K^rrs^ ten againft one. They inftanced the af- 
fair at Rauchy where a handful of Swedes 
repulfed numbers of Ruffians ; fo that Ma- 
jor-general Slepenback not only refblved to 
ftand his ground, but to advance and attack 
the enemy. In order thereto, he command- 
ed out % party of three hundred horfe to 
incommode them. ^ This party on the 1 8th 
encountered a party of eight hundred 
Ruftan dragoons, (commanded by Colonel 
Fc^man) which Lieutenant-coloneJ Coul^ 
hars (who commanded the Swedes), attack* 
ed fo vigoroufly, that he put them in difor- 
dcr, and forced them to retire with the lofs 
of fifty men or thereabout. The Swedes 
likewife had fome, men killed, amongft 
whom was Major Rofe. 

On the 1 9th, the Rujp:an army marched 
towards Stagriltz^ and came in fight of the 
enemy, who were encamped there. Upon 
General Slepenback'z having croffed the 
fmall river £w^^c^, he advanced towards the 
Ruffians ; but having obferved their coun- 
tenances and numbers, he thought fit to 
repafs the Embach and form his corps to 
the beft advantage in his former camp, 
after having demoliflied the bridge ; but the 
river. was quite dry, fo that the Marflial 
had only ufe for fome few fafcines to carry 

over 
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over the arrillery; which being done in Bo ok 
fight of the Swedesy he marched up in or- V. 
der of battle agaihft them. General Sle^ ""^"^ 
penback had allowed the Ruffians to ad-^j^^of ^* 
vance fo near, that there was no retreating ; Sa^riltz. 
To that he made thb attack, and did it fo 
vigoroufly, that he put the left wing in-- 
to fbme diforder, and became mafter of 
fome cannon: but Marfhal Sheremetofff 
after having reinforced it, attacked the 
Swedes with fuch refolution, that after 
little more than an hour's difpute, they 
were fo overpowered, that the Ruffians 
not only regained the cannon they had loft 
at the firft onfet, but made thcmfelves ma- 
tters of the whole Sivedijh artillery, and 
pufhed them fo OU' all hands, that General ^|^^ 
Slepenhack feeing the day irrecoverably loft, Snuedes 
retreated with the remains of his army after ^^^f*^^^ 
the beft manner he could, and never halt-*^"°' 
cd till he got under the cannon of ^er-- 
naw ; and on his retreat fet fire to a maga- 
gine of provifions, left it ihould fall into 
dbe enemy's hands. 

In this battle there was about two thou- 
fand of the Swedes killed, and fome more 
than a thoufand wounded and taken pri- 
foners ; amongft whom, were General-ad- 
jutant Count Levenhaupty and Lieutenant- 
colonel Horn^ with about twenty captains 
and fubalterns. The Ruffians fuftained 

greater 
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Book greater lofs, having above four thoufand 
IV, men killed and wounded, but no officer of 
v^^v-N^ diftinftion. General Slepenback's army, by^ 
the Rujjian account, amounted to above nine 
thoufand men, though the Swedes do not 
allow them to have been much above five; 
but they certainly were more. When the 
Czar got the accounts of this viftory, he 
faid, 'God be praifed, we arc come the 
* length to beat the Swedes double tofmgle; 
^ who knows but in a few year^ more, we 
^ may able to deal with them on equal 
^ terms? 

The Czar after this viftory had thoughts 
at firft of befieging Derpt^ but it was put off 
at this time, partly on account of the late- 
♦ nefs of the feafon;^ as alfo^of the bad ac- 
counts they had from Poland. For though 
his Ruffian majefty was fuccefsful on his part, 
yet his ally King Augujlus was lofing 
King Au- ground unaccountably ; for with an army 
guflus dc- of thirty-two thoufand Tales and Saxons^ 
\1\^ he was entirely defeated at C let cho ffhy the 
Snvedeu King of Sweden y whofe army did not a- 
mount to above fixteen thoufand: the Duke 
o£ Holjiein was killed by a cannon-ball. in 
^P the firft onfet. The Czar however puflied 
his point without lofs of time ; he ordered 
Marfhal Sheremetojf to march into IngriUj 
yr and befiege a ftrong and important fort 
called Notteburgh ; which he inverted on the 

224 
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22d o£ September^ and againft the 5th ofBoo k 
Oihber^ having made fuf&cient breaches, the V. 
attack was led on by Cblonel Count James "^y^r^ 
Gordon^ who was twice repulfed with c6nr 
fiderable lofs ; but on the third aflault the ^ 
commandant caufed beat the chamade, in 
order to capitulate, having neither men nor ,, 
ammunition to hold out longer. ^^^^ f„r. 

The articles of capitulation were as fol- render^ 
lows; that the commandant, Lieutenant- *^*^ ^^^'^ 
colonel Slepenback^ with the whole garrifon, 
ofEcers and foldiers, fhould march out 
through^ the breach with their pieces loaded, 
drums beating, colours flying, four pieces 
of cannon, with thirteen charges each ; bag 
and baggage, fick and wpunded, together 
with their wives and children to be convey- 
ed fafe to Narva^ with prOvifions for eight 
days* 

The gaining of thefe two battles at 
Derpt and Stagriltz^ together with the tak- 
ing of this important place, gave the Czar 
no fmall pleafure; and to encourage his 
troops to behave always well, he gratified ' 
the efficers and foldiers who had been 
wounded on thefe occafions. The Czar made 
^ prefent of a thoufand rubles to Coiant Gar^ 
don^ who had received a (light wound in die 
ancle, to inferior officers according to th^ir 
rank, and to every foldier one ruble. His 
majefty caufed forthwith repair the breaches^ 

Vol- I. Y adding 
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Bo oK adding fome more fortifications, ahd chang-* 
V. ing its name from Notteburgh to Sluffel- 
^"^'^^^^ burghy as fignifying the key to that court-' 
try; 

In the year 1703, the Czar took the 

field early, cantonned his troops in the 

month of March, and about the 20th of 

u^r/7, brought the army together, then 

marched, and inverted another' fmall, but 

important place, called N)f en-Chance, which 

r^^^Q^^inrrendered on the 14th qf May. The 

tinder- commodious fituation of this place made 

takes the tj^e Czar refolve to ereft on it a confiderable 

s" p^/^^. town, with a .ftrong citadel, confifting of 

iurgS, fix royal baftions, together with good out- 

1703- works ; this he foon put in execution, and 

called it St. Tetersburgh, which is now 

eftecmed fo ftrong, that it will be fcarcely 

pofliblc for the Swedes ever to take it by 

force. 

As he was digefting the fcheme of this, 
his favourite town, which he defigned not 
only for the place of his refidence, but the 
principal harbour for his fhipping, as hav- 
ing a communication with the fea by the 
rTNtvNyen; having duly obferved and found- 
ed it all over, he found it would be a very na- 
tural projeft to ereft a fort in the ifle oppofite 
. totheiflandofi^a//^ry; which for a whole 
league over to the land is not above four 
feet deep. This is a hioft curious work 

fcarcely 
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fcarccly to be matched. He went about itBo o k 
in winter, in the month of November^ V. 
when the ice was fo ftrong, that it could V^^V 
bear any weight, caufing carry materials, 
fuch as timber, ftone, 6^r. The foundation 
was laid thus: trees of about thirty feet in 
length, and about fifteen inches thick, were ^ 
taken and joined artfully together into 
chefts ten feet high ; thefe chefts were fill- 
ed with ftones of great' weight, which funk 
down through the fea, . and made a very 
fblid foundation, upon which he raifcd his 
fort, called Cronjlaty which contains a gar- 
rifon of three hundred men and feventy 
pieces of cannon ; about two hundred fa- 
thoms diflant from the ifland Ratufary^ 
where there is alfo erefted another ftrong 
fort, with a tolerable fmall town called 
Cronburgh, where the fea-oiEcers are com- 
monly lodged. Betwixt Cronjiat and Cron^ 
burgh is all fea, deep only in the middle, a- 
bout thirty fathoms broad, fo that fhips of 
great burthen can pafs only one after ano- 
ther: thefe two forts fecure St. Teterp 
burgh from any infult by fea, and make 
it perhaps, one of the beft and fafeft har- 
bours in the known world. The work 
gave no fmall umbrage to the Swedes. 
In carrying materials for it, there were 
upwards of eight thoufand horfes deftroy- 
ed, and near as many men. 

Y 2 This 
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Book This year the Czar altered the coin all 
V. over Ruffia : before there had been nothing 
^-^^<^ but copecks and halF-copecks, which is pence 
S^j;^and half-pence, of good filver and full 
weight; die rix-doUars and ducats were 
foreign coin: he called into the mint all 
the old coin, ftruck new copecks and half- 
copecks, a fourt-part lefs in weight than the 
former, tho' of the fame value in the coun- 
try; and to encourage his people to bring 
in the old coin, he gave a hundred and 
ten rubles of the new for a hundred of 
the old ; by which means he brought into 
his treafury fifteen per cent of all the cur- 
rent coin in the nation. Then he caufed 
ftrike * ruble, half-ruble, and quarter-ruble 
(Pieces; alfogrivens, half-grivens, and three- 
penny pieces in filver; halfpennies and far- 
things in copper. He caufed alfo ftrike 
ducats of the fame weight and value as the 
Imperialy Hungarian and Turkijh ones. 

This enabled the Czar to pay the fo- 
reign officers of all ranks who had enter- 
ed in great numbers into his fervice.. For 
tho' this empire be very extenfive, yet the 
revenues are byt fmall^ fcarce amounting 
to two millions fterling. But the Czar has 
to the amount of many millions more of 
■ real 

* A ruble Is an handred» and a griven ten copecks ; the 
value being dlminifiied one-fourth part in foreign conunercc> 
bcfidcs the exchange. 
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real fubftantial cifFefts, having large eftatesBook 
over the whole empire, which furnifh him IV. 
wherewithal to maintain his armies and ^^^^^^^ 
fleets. There are magazines not only on 
the frontiers, but alio over . the whole 
country; befides the rivers being all na** 
vigable, he can tranfport provifions from 
one corner of the empire to the other. 

King ylugujius had endeavoured fome time 
before to procure, if not a general, a fepa- 
rate peace, to which the King of Trujfta offer- 
ed his mediation, but all in vain. The King King A- 
of Sweden declared, that he could put no^*^«^* 
confidence either in the King of Toland or^f^^^^ 
the Czar, they having broke faith to him peace, 
already j therefore that he would make the 
beft of ♦it, and endeavour to bring both 
thefe princes fo low, that he could not be 
affraid of any difturbance from them for 
the time to come. Then 'King Augujius 
fell upon another expedient, which was to 
fend his. then favourite lady, the Coimtefs 
of Koningfmark into the King of S^eden[s 
camp ; a perfon of as much wit and beau- 
ty as any ; judging it impoffible, that ,the 
Kihg of Sweden could refift her charms: " 
but in this he was alfo miftaken, for the 
young Prince was fo far proof againft them, 
that he would not fo much as fee her; fo 
fhc was obliged to return to JVarfaw; 
faying, * That Ihe believed the King of 

* Sweden 
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Bo o K ^ Sweden was afFrard of no-body but her.' 
V. The Czar when he came to be informed of 
^^^"^^^ thisfchemc, conceived fuch an efteem for 
the King of Sweden that he retained it 
ever after; and blamed his ally King ^u- 
gujlus for making ufe of fuch poor expedi-» 
ents. 

On the nth of June^ Major-general 
Cronfort ordered a party of eight hundred 
grenadiers and dragoons, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Tiefenhaufen^ to fall upon 
a body of Rujfians ported in the village, 
Lake, who had not got time to fortify 
themfelves before the Swedes made their 
attack, which was vigorous, and as refo- 
lutely oppofed for a time, untill the Ruffi- 
ans being overpowered, were forced to quit 
the village and retife to their boats; but 
not before General Cronfort came up with 
two tljoufand men ipore to reinforce the 
Colonel. In the retreat, the Ruffians loft 
a few men, as alfo their boats which the 
Swedes fet fire to. 

In the beginning of Juljj Marfhal Sheer-, 

vietoff, getting intelligence that General 

Cronfort ftood encamped at a place called 

Sijlerbeck with about three or four thou- 

Thc Ruf ^^^^ ^^^ marched ^n the evening with a 

>7»/ grow much fiiperior vmri^tToi Ruffians j came up 

cx^rt°b^^^ attacked them by, break of day, when 

war. after fonae more than an hour's ^i^ute th^ 

Swedes 
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oitfedes left the field. General Cr^nfort Book 
had the precaution as the enemy firft ap- V. 
peared, to fend off his artillery and baggage, 
then his infantry ; and at laft, was obliged 
to retire himfelf with the cavalry, having 
loft about an hundred and ^fty men killed 
and taken prifoners. The Ruffians did hot 
lofe fifty men on this occafion. 'The Swe- 
dip General retired towards Wiburghy nine 
leagues diftant from the- field of battle, much 
furprized to fee the Rujfians attack with fo 
much -bravery and in fo good order. 

The Czar was all this time much taken 
up with his projeft at St. "Tetersburgh and 
Cronjlaty and refolved tokeep the enemy at 
fo great a diftance, that they might not give 
any difturbance to thefe works. 

After this fuccefsful campaign, his Czarifli 
majefty Entered the city of Mofcow in 
triumph, caufing the prifoners to march two 
and two through the whole city. 

The republic of Poland notwithftanding 
all the endeavours their King and the Czar 
could ufe, could not as yet be perfuaded to 
enter into an alliance againft Sweden. 

The Tartars this year, finding that the 
Rujftans had fo much work upon their 
hands, caufed their deputie at the Torte 
demand that they might be allowed to make 
incurfions into Ruffia; which they fiid 
would oblige the Czar to rcftore y4foph to 

the 
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B o 6 ic thjc Turks J and make him pay the yearly tri- 
V. butc the former Czars were wont to pay to the 

^^^^rsj Chams: they demanded alfo, that -their 
Cham fhould be continued for life. The 
Torte was influenced by the prime Vifier, 
and only granted that their Cham jQiould be 
continued for life. 



End of the Fifth Book. 
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IN the year 1704, a new King was ,eleft- B o o K 
ed in Poland: the eleftion was concerted VL 
,and carried on by the King of S-weden^ to- ^^^^^^ 
gether with the Pjrirnate and a few Tolijh xh^'^xioff 
lenators, who went moft of them into it ra- ofSiveden 
ther by force than inclination, the Primate ^^^^^^^ ^® 
being an unfteady truckling kind of man, ^ugu^us^ 
who feemed rather to be for no King at all. 
The enterprifing King of Siveden^ never 
imagining that it could be poffible for him- 
felf to fall into advcrfity, was much taken 
with his fcheme of dethroning kings, and 
difpofing of kingdoms, not regarding at the 
fame time what he was daily lofing at home: 
Vol. L Z for. 
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B o o K for he doubted riot, but when he came to 
VI. treat with the Czar at his capital, he would 
^^^v>^' get all thefe towns reftored with intcreft. 

The Czar, to put a ftop to this dcfigned 
The Czar cleftion, wrote a letter to the republic, ex- 
^*^^ *^horting, encouraging, and even threatening 
lie. them to continue firm to their King, who 
had been duly eleftcd, and whom he faid 
he would fupport with all his power, as he 
was obliged by treaty and brotherly love; 
with a great deal more to that purpofe. 
This letter had fuch efFeft^ that of forty 
fenators who had fubfcribed to the dethron- 
ing Auguftus the evening before, cMily 
twenty-fix adhered to it next day. 

After thefe refolutions, }SMi'g./1ugujius 
being fu^ported by the confederacy of ^tf«- 
domir^ kept no more meafijres with that 
of Warfaw. The great General of the 
crown, Fineafkyj together with the crown- 
army adhertd to the King, after having left 
the confederates of Wa^fanv^ where he 
found that matters did not go to his mindl 
The ezar The Czar and King Augujius entered into 
and Kiog a new alliance,. by which it was ftipulatc, 
^^fi^' that there fhould be an offenfive and defen- 
ncw alii- ^ve league betwixt the two monarchs and 
ancc. the republic of Tolandj fo*long"^as'1tKe war 
continued; that the one ihpuld not riiake 
peace without the other's approbation ; that 
the places in the ToUp Ukraine occupied by 

• Colonel 
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Colonel Tallj^ fliould be reftored; alfo,BooK 
that the Czar ihould yield to the republic, VL 
without any limitation, all Tolijh Livonia^ k^^^sj 
in cafe they could conquer it ; and that hp 
ihould furnifh and maintain on his own 
charge, twelve thoufand men in the fervicc 
of the King and the republic, with artillery 
and ammunition in proportion; that he 
Xhould pay the two millions formerly men- . 
tioned, befides what he fhould advance 
to the King; and, that when the King of 
Stveden ihould be forced out of Toland^ 
the King and republic, ihould carry the 
war into Sweden in conjunction with the 
Czar. 

The King o£ Denmark, who had obfer- 
ved an exaft neutrality {ince the treaty of 
Travendaly being urged by the Czar and 
King Augujlus^ to make a defcoit on Scha^ 
nen, declared that he was willing to enter 
into a new alliance, and was making pre- 
parations thereto, but did not think it as 
yet a proper occafion to aft openly ; the 
King of Sweden having ftill a itrong body 
of troops in that country. 

The Czar having augmented his armies 
confiderably, opened the campaign with the 
iiege of Narva and Derptj having made pre- 
parations for that end during the winter. 
In the beginning of ^pril, Narva was in- 
vefted both by land and water, feveral bat- 
Z 2 teries 
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Book tcries being raifed on the fide of the river to 
VI. hinder fuccours from getting in to the town ; 
"^y^^r^ fo that Vice-admiral ^^ y row, who had on 
board a thoufand men, with provifions for 
the'garrifon, was forced to return to Vi- 
burgh. The Swedip generals omitted no- 
thing that was in their power to divert the 
Czar from his defign on thefe towns, but 
they had not ftrength ; fo all their endea- 
j^^^a vours proved ineffeftual. The fiege of iVi/r- 
and Derpt vu was Carried on by Marfhal Ogilvte, an 
inTcfted. old experienced officer, and that of Derpt 
by Marlhal Sheremetoff: both thefe fieges 
were going on at the fame time, but Sie 
C?ar confidering the difficulties they would 
meet with in becoming mafters of Derpt ^ 
fo long as the Swedes were mafters of the 
^iptts fea, where Commodore Tuofcher had 
about twelve or fifteen fmall veffels well e- 
quipped, (but had imprudently retired du- 
ring the winter, within the river EmhacH) 
ordered a great number of boats to flop the 
mouth of that river, and to place them- 
felves behind the fmall ifland ^erkafary : he 
then ported ftrong bodies of foot on each 
fide tne river ; fo notwithfiranding the Com- 
modore's attempting tp get to fea, his fhips 
Commo- were taken one after another. Lofcher in 
^r^' ^^-f" defpair, and refolving not to be a fpeftator 
pcratc ac- ^^ ^ difafter occafiohed by his own folly, fet 
tion. fire to the powder, and blew himfelf up 

with 
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vnth all on board. The Ruffians gained Bo ok 
this eafy viftory on the 4th o£ Majy and VI. 
became not only matters of the Tipus fea, v.^^v>^ 
but alfo of the river Embach ^ there were 
five hundred Swedes made prifoners on this 
occatioh, and about one hundred killed. 
The Rujftans did not lofe twenty men. 

All difficulties being removed, the fiegc 
went on in form, and three attacks were carri- 
ed on againft the i ft oijune : the comman- 
dant of Derpty Colonel Skyte^ caufed let the 
fuburbs on fire, and prepared for a vigorous 
defence. The attacks were carried on in 
prefence of the Czar, who went from Nar^ 
va to Derpty and from Derpt to Narva^ 
direfting at the fame time both fieges ; and 
fometimes would pafs to St. ^etersburgh^ 
his favourite town, ofwhich, by this time the 
foundations were laid, and the works going 
on with all poffible expedition. 

On the 24th of May^ Narva was formal- 
ly befieged, having been inverted for above 
a month before: the Governor, Baron Horny 
fent a letter to General Slepenbacky defiring 
immediate fuccours; which falling into 
Marfhal Ogihies hands, he made ufe of the 
following ftratagem, which fucceeded tole- 
rably well. Having taken from the Swedijh 
prifoners all their livery-coats, (which are 
of remarkable colours,^ a dark blue, faced 
up with yellow) he caufed march out of the 

camp'' 
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Book camp» under die filence of the night, (bme 
VL more than two thou(and Ruffians cloathed 

yyr>j aft^r this manner, who the next morning by 
break of day were to make a falfe attack on 
' the kft*hand of the Ruffian lines, giving the 
%aal direfted in the letter : they did fo ; and 
the Governor not doubtmg but it was fuc^ 
cours lent him by General Slepenbitck^ or- • 
dered out of the garrifon two hundred horfe, 
and eight hundred foot, to facilitate their 
entry; but the horfe coming up at fiiU gal- 
lop, fell inw the ambuicade die Marfhal 
had laid for them, and were all cut to pie- 
cesior taken priibners. The foot, whoip^erc 
commanded by Colonel Loade^ difcovering 
the fallacy, redred in all hafte within die 
covert-way, thaice into the town; where 
Loade acquainted the Governor that the 
Ruffians had impofed on him, and that 
he had no fuccours to expeft. 

Major-general Slepenback was all this 
time under Reval with three regiments of 
horfe and dragoons, amounting to about 
twp thoufand four hundred men ; and left 
he (hould attenjpt to fend in fuccours to the 
befieged, Marfhal Ogilvie ordered Major- 
, general Renn with fix regiments of dragoons 
to fall upon him ; which Renn did fo fuc- 
cefsfuUy, that he difperfed them, and took' 
about fix hundred^ prifoners: General 
Slepenback efcaped to Reval with about four 

hundred 
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hundred of his body, the reft being cut to Bo ok 

Eieces* Renn came up with this body about VI. 
rcak of day, fo that he was in amongft K^rrxj 
them (tho' their horles were all ready 
feddled) before they could retire, and had 
the precaution to order a thoufand of his 
party to get in behind them, and endeavour 
to cut off their retreat. 

The two fieges advanced equally; but 
Derpt being the weakcft place furrendered 
firft, Marfhal Sheremetoff^ having with fuch 
expedition carried on die attacks, thit a* 
gainft the 14th of June the batteries played 
with fuch fuccefs, that upwards of five hun- 
dred bombs had been thrown into the 
town. On the 22d, the befieged made a 
felly both with horfe and foot, but were 
repulfed with the lofs of a Captain and 
twenty men, befides their commander Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Brant^ who was wounded 
and taken prifoner. 

On the 29th, being the Czar's Hrth-day, 
the batteries played fharper than before ; fo 
that by this time, two thoufand bombs had 
been thrown into the place. On the 3d of 
July in the afternoon, a great part of the 
town was fet on fire, occafioned by the fire- 
balls: to the 7th, they continued firing 
from batteries of twenty-four guns and ele- 
ven mortars on the Rujfian port, which 
was entirely ruined, and a breach made, up- 
wards 
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Book wards of twenty fathoms wide : -againft the 
VI. nth, the batteries being much enlarged^ 

^'^^y^^ fiifficient troops were ordered for the 
aflault, which was carried on from nine 
o'clock at night, till next morning; the be- 
fiegers having made themfelves mafters oF 
the ravaline before the faid port. The Ruf- 
fians were in ufe of making fuch attacks ia 
the night-time, which Marfhal Ogilvie^ a- 
mbng the bther good things he introduced 
into that fervice, made them alter. Then, 
a general aflault was refolved on ; but the 
Governor feeing an impoflibility of holding 
out longer, fent out to Colonel Ridder^ 
who commanded in the approaches, de- 
manding the following articles : 

I mo^ ' That the Governor, together with 

* the whole garrifon, fhould be allowed to 

* march out through the breach, with pieces 

* loaded, drums beating and colours flying ; 
' ten brafs guns, with thirteen charges each; 
^ bag and baggage, their wives, children and 

* fervants, fick and wounded ; together with 
V a month's provifions, and carriages to tranf^ 

* port thofe who were not able to march. 

2do^ * That the officers, and others who 
^ could not carry off their eflPefts, (hould be 

* allowed to fell or depofite them into fafe 
' hands, until they found an occafion to 

* tranfport or ptherwife difpofe of them. 

^ '3//0, That 
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3f/(7, * That neither officer nor foldier^ B o o it 

* man, woman, or child, not even thofe who VI. 

' for crimes were arrefted and confined in ^^^^'^^^ 
^ prifon, fhould be enticed away or carried 

* off by the Ruffians. 

4/0, ' That the Govdrnor, with the whole 

* garrifon as is above faid, and all other fub* 

* jeftsofxyw;^^(f», whether gentlemen, clergy," 

* or burghers, of whatfoever quality, with 
^ their wives, children, fervants and efFefts,: 

* fhould, , linder fafe conduft, be tranfported 

* to Reval. 

. 5/^, * That on his Czarifhmajefty's fide, all 

* poffible fecurity fhould be given, in cafe 

* the King o£ Sweden fhould at any time re- 

* cover the town of Derpt^ that all fhould 
' be reflored in the condition things were 

* now, conformable to inventary/ , « 

The commandant. Colonel Skyte^ received ThetcnnS 
the following anfwer, ' That it was furpri- ^^^Qwcd ^. 

* fing the Governor in the prefent fituatibn of fon.^* "* 
' affairs (the town being reduced to the ut- 

* moft extremity) fhould demand/uch unrea- 
^ . fonable and unheard of Conditions, and 
^ which was more than he could have ex- 

* pefted at the beginning of the fiege : never- 

* thelefs, to aft as a Chriflian, the Governor 

* and the whole garrifon, of what condition 

* or quality foeyer, fhould, be allowed to! 

* iparch out with their wiVes, children and 

* fervants; together with as much of their 

Vol. L a a ^ifFcfts 
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B o o K * cffefts as they eoiild carry, unvifitcd, with a 

VL * month's provifiohs; all the officers, and 

^■'"^"^ * three companies with their arms ; that they 

* fhould be conduced to Reval in all fafety ; 

* that no perfons fhould be forced againft 
^ their inclinations, but if any were willing 

* to continue, each according to his (Nation, 

* fhould meet with fuitable encouragement; 

* and that on fight, the Governor fhould ac- 

* ccpt of thcfc conditions, elfe the attacks 

* were to go on as defigned : but if accepted, 

* the Rujfian troops fhould immediately get 

* pofleflion of the gates and pofts of the 

* town/ 

The Governor thanked God for thefc 
conditions: the beft he cxpefted, was to 
have been obliged to furrender at difcretion, 
Z)^r//ftr. Derpt furrendcred on the 25th'; that af- 
rcndcw. tcmoon the Czar eintered the town; and 
received the fubftiiffion of the inhabitants : 
all the country people who had \c£t their 
houfes, and come into tbe place for fafe- 
ty, he allowed to return home, and labour 
their fields as before ; promifing them all man- 
ner of fafety and protection, whh an exemp- 
tion from ta^ces for fome years. Then 
he pnblifhed a declaration, inviting all the 
Livonians to fubniit and declare for the 
King and republic of Toland^ to whom 
they of right belonged; with a great deal 
more to that purpofe. Having ended mat- 
ters 



P E T E R //^ G R E A T. 187 

ters at Derpt, he marched with ten thou- Bo o k 
fand of his troops to Narva^ where the VL 
liege was carried on with vigour, in three ^w^v>^ 
attacks; Lieutenant-general Stonebeck car- 
ried on the attack agaipft the baftion Vitlo^ 
ria, MdjOY'gcncv A Cbd7nbers againft that, of 
Honor, and Major-general Wonwerden a- 
gainft that oiFamaj with an artillery of forty 
large battering pieces and twenty-four mor- 
tars, which played without intermiffion till the 
5th of Auguft ; then a fufficient breach be- 
ing mkde in the baftion ViSloria^ at the fame 
time (by an extraordinary accident), the 
whole face of the baftion Honor, together 
with 'a part of the. flank, fell down of 
itfelf, ftone and earth together, which made 
another fufHcjent breach; fo that it was ge- 
nerally believed the governor would capi- 
tulate : and to fhun the effuflon of more 
bipod, Marfhal Ogihie fummoned the go- 
vernor to furrender, confidering the difad- 
vaatages he lay under, acquainting him in a 
very civil manner, * That Major-general 

* SlepenhacK% party was quite difperfed ; that 

* he had no relief or fuccours to expeft from 
^ any hand, and that he wjould do better 

* fervice to his King and country^ by preferv- 
^ ing himfelf and thofe under his command, 
^ than to expofe them to vifible death, which 
^ would infallibly happen, .if he forced him 

* tohaverecourfe to the laft extremity/ JVla- 

, Aa a jor- 
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Book jor-gcneral lEIorn did not anfwer this complal- 

VI. fant fummons with common civility, but 

^^-^•^^^ gave the Marflial to underftand, * That not- 

* withftanding all thefe feeming difadvanta- 
^ ges, he was refolved to defend and maintain 
^ the place his mafter the King of Sweden 

* had intrufted him with, to the laft man; 
^ not doubting, but that God would con^ 
^ tinue to protcft and fupport fo juft a caufe, 

* as he had vifibly done ip the year 1700, 

* which he fuppofed the Rjujftans had not as 

* yet quite forgot/ 

After this, it was refolved to take the 
town by affault, but the generals differed in 
their opinions : Menzekoff with others as 
ignorant as himfelf, were for carrying on the 
;ittacks in the night-time, which Marfhal 
Ogilvie ftrenuoufly oppofed, giving for 
reafon, * That there was nothing more dange- 
^ rous or inconvenient, men not being able 

* to difcern an enemy from a friend; that 

* all affairs of that nature, ought to' be gone 

* about; in the day-time, when men are di- 
^ refted by judgment, leaving nothing to 

* chance/ The Czar dcfired him to do as 
he judged fitteff; the Marfhar told the Czar, 

* That he would anfwer for the fuccefs, and 
f promifed his majefty that the town fhould 

* be his in a few days/ The Governor, 
General Horn^ did all that a man could do, in 
employing hands to repair the breaches ; but 

Marfhal 
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Marflial Ogilvie gave him no tiftie, for on Bo ok 
the 9th, about one o'clock in the afternoon, VI. 
the troops being ready in the approaches, ^^-^v->^ 
and the fignal given for the attack, by the 
firing of five guns, it went fo profper- 
oufly on, that within lefs than three quar- 
ters of an hour the Rujftans \^ere mafters of 
the place : the Governor and raoft of the 
ofilcers being at dinner, expefting no fuch 
matter, they had only time to fpring 
one mine ; which did the moft execution, 
having killed and difabled upwards of one 
hundred men. 

A few minutes after the town was taken, 
his Czarifh majefty (accompanied by Mar- 
shal Ogilvie and others) rode through the ^^^^^, 
ftreets with his fword in his hand, forbid- ken. 
ding all further execution on pain of death ; 
and meeting with one of his foldiers carry- 
ing a chalice, with fome other pieces of 
plate he had taken out of a church, ordered 
him inftantly to carry thefe things back, and 
lay them down where he had found them ; 
which being accordingly done, he caufed 
put fafe-guards in all the churches and bcft 
houfes of the town, fo that againft night all 
was peaceable. 

Lieutenant-colonel Slepenback, who had 
been fome time before commandant in Not- 
teburgh^ after having furrendered that fort, 
and being fafely condufte4 to Narva^ the 

Governor, 
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Book Governor, *Major-gcncral Horny caused put 
VI. in jarrcft ; alledging he had given up the 

v^^v^ fort without ncceffity ; whereof the Czar 
getting information, he caufed him immedi- 
ately be fet at liberty, faying, * That Sle- 

* penback had behaved more like a foldicr 

* than Horn^ having defended the fort thir- 

* teen hours, and not furrendering till 

* there was no- poffibility of holding out 

* longer; whereas, Horn had not held out 

* one hour of attack, but run away with fe- 
^ vcral officers, and Ihut themfelves up in a 

* vault under ground, where with difficulty 

* they could be found, after all was peace- 
' able/ 

When he was ordered into the Czar's 
prefence,' being aiked how he came to allow 
matters to come to the lafl: extremity, and 
why did he not furrender when fummoned, 
after fufficient breaches had been made, ac- 
cording to the rules of war? he s^nfwered, 

* That he was ftill expefting fuccours, and 

* bcfides, had orders not to give up the town 

* on any event.' Then being alked how 
he came to ufe a Ruffian Colonel fo ill, who 
had been taken at the former fiege of the 
place, and who had concealed his charaftcf 
in hopes of being the fooner and eafier re- 
lieved, but, that not being able to undergo 
the hardfhip and fatigue of the work, bad 
diet 5md lodging, after difcovermg himfelf, 

met 
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met with no better ofage, but was kept atBo o i: 
work as before? the GoveriK>r making no VI. 
fatisfaftory reply, the Czar told him he v-n^"s/ 
fhould now for that do pennance'j then he 
caufed fhut him up in the fame place, and 
treat him after the fame manner he had 
. ufed the Rajftan- Q)lonel and the reft of the 
prifoners, where he continued about two 
weeks, until Marfhal Ogilvie obtained from 
his majefty that he 'might be taken out of 
that dungeon, and lodged amongft the reft 
of the prifoners,' who were well ufed. Ma- 
jor-general Horns four daughters were 
put under Major-general "Chambers's care, , 
with exprefs orders from the Czar that they 
Ihould be treated with the utmoft civility. 

The prifoners taiken ^t Narva were as L»ft ©^ A^ 
follows: Major-general Baron Hom^ ^^t^n^* 
Governor ; five colcMiels, two lieutenant-co- 
lonels, five majors, four captains of horfe, 
fix cornets, twenty-one captains of foot, 
five captain-lieutenants, three quarter-ma- 
fters, twenty-nine lieutenants, thirty-three 
enfigns, an hundred and thirty-fix be- 
longing to the artillery, and two thoufand 
foldiers; not above an hundred killed in the 
attack. Of the Rujftans there were about 
two hundred and fifty killed ; amongft whom 
was' Colonel Bernard^ one Major, three 
captains, two lieutenants and an enfign: 
wounded and killed from the beginning of 

the 
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Book the fiegc in whole, two colonels, two lieu- 
VI. tenant-coioncis, four majors, fifteen cap- 

^^^^"^"^ tains, eleven lieutenants, nineteen - enfigns, 
fifty-feven under officers, and about nine 
hundred common foldiers, the moft part of 
whom were only wounded and recovered* 

On the nth of Augujl^ Marfhal Ogihie 
caufed level the approaches, and began to 
work at repairing the breaches* 

On the 1 2th the Czar appointed the great 
church for the Greek fervice: the reft of 
the churches were allowed to the Luthe- 
rans. 

The 15th was appointed for giving thanks 
to God on the talang of the town, the Te 
Deum being fung, to which fucceeded bon- 
fires, and a triple difcharge of the army and 
garrifon, beginning with the artillery, as is 
ufual: after which, Alexander Menzekoff 
the Czar's favourite was declared general 
Governor of all Ingria ; who, together with 
Major-general Chambers j was inftalled Knight 
of St. Andrew ; an order the Czar had late- 
ly inftituted in honour of that Apoftle, who 
is patron of all Rujfia. 

Ivano- On the 17th, Marfhal Ogilvie fummori- 

grod fur-gj Ivatiogro d to furrender; which place is 
fituate oppofite to Narva^ on the other fide 
the river. The commandant not being in 
condition to hold out, there being aBove 
three thoufand fouls within the place, (moft 

part 
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pjfrt whereof had got into it duFing theBooR 
fiege of Narva) and fcarcely provifions for VI. 
ten days, furrendcred on the following con- ^•-^'^>^^, 
ditions: 

That the commandant Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Stiernftral^ and all within the placc,^ 
ihould be allowed (the troops with arms; 
but nd ammunition, no drums beating, 
nor colours flying) to march out with a 
month's provifions, an(| to be cohdufted * 

(afe to Reval; all perfbns in arreft to be 
fet at liberty. Which conditions were 
willingly accepted of: there was found iqi 
thefe two towns, an immenfe quantity of 
artillery, arms of all forts, ammunition, and 
all manner of warlike ftores*, 

In the beginning o£ February this year^ 
an Ambaffador from the Ottoman Torte 
had arrived at Mo/cow^ to notify the new 
Sultan's acceflion to the throne, and to con- 
firm the treaty of Carlowich^ having left 
Conjiantinople the prececding year, and con- 
tinued moft part of the winter in Baturin^ 
the refidencc of the Hettman of the Ukra^ip 
Cojfacksy both to agree feveral points in diA 
pute bftwixt the Cojfacks and Tartars^ and 
* to fettle the difference 011 the frontiers, be- 
twixt them, and the Turks s which had not 
been fo well adjufted at the peac^. J^s he 
made his publick entry into thd city, a con- 
fiderable body of tropps, both foot • and . 

Vol. h B b dragoons/ 
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Book dragoons, tvcre drawn up in a line as he 
VI. paned; but when he caxnc to his audience^ 

^'i'^^y^ he would deliveif his' credentials to none but 
into the Czar's own hand : whereupon^ the 
prime mlnifter, Golloivin^ caufed lignify to 
him, that he was in Mofcow what their prime 
yifier was at Cottfiantinople. After which, 
without more words, he reached his hand 
for the credentials, and took them gently 
from him, afking liim at the fame time if 
he had any thing ftirther to (ay ? he replying 
no, wa« carried back to his lodgings with 
the fame formality as before. This Amba0a-* 
dor was allowed daily for his entertainment^ 
an hundred and thirty rubles; and, as the 
Czar marched to the campaign, he defired 
that he might bfe allowed to go al6ng; 
which being agreed to, he went the length 
of Novogrod^ where he continued tintil 
Narva was taken* He then obtained per- 
iniffion to go to thit place ; into ^hich he 
entered on the ift b£ Sepiember^ having 
' paffed along the front of the army, which 
was drawn up (officers aHd foldiers) in their 
beft order, on thatoccafion. 

Some days after, as this Ambaflador was 
entertained by the Ciar at the Governor's 
table, amongft other difcourfes, Menzekoff 
enlarging on the valour and conduft of the 
Rafi'ans, who in fo fiiort a time had taken 
fo ftrong a town as Narva, from fuch a 

Warlike 
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warlike p<eop|e as the S^wtdes. The ; Am- B o 0:5 
baffador replied, * That was very true> but as VI. 

* there had been foreigners within the walls, ^^-^'VV 
/ fo he did not doubt b^it there was alfo a 

* good many without/ After the entertain'- 
jpaent, he was diverted in the evening with 
a ball and fire-works, wherewith he fecmed 
exceedingly pleafcd. On the 1 cth, he took 
his audience of leave, having received the 
uf^ial prefenij, then retiirned to Conjiatiti;-^ 
nople the fame way he came, 

Though the Czar had m^de a gbrlqus 
and fuccefsful camp?ugn, where he was him-^ 
felf in perfon, yet bis ^Uies mj^itbuania^ 
Tnxice Wifnaivisky md Starrofta Qginjky^ 
who had been joined tl^e p^eceedingyear by 

live thouf^nd KuffianSj ,wete defeated on the The Rufi 
frontiers of Caurland by General JLeven-j^c'^^ ^c^ 

, /jaupt and Sape^, where 4ieir Ipfs amount- ^^^^%^3; 
ed to near three thoufa^d men, befides the . 
town of Birzift\ This obliged Ogrnjky xo 

. jrepair to the Czar as he lay encamped at 
J^arvaj to demand further fuf cours, elfe 
they could not keep the field. The Czar 
defired him not to be upeaiy, promifing to 
fend to their relief an army of fixty thoufand 
Rujfians^ befides Cojfaoh^ to fupport his 
ally King Augujius. The confederacy of 
W^rfaw had dethroned him, and on the 1 2th'^ 
of "July had elefted Stanifldus Lejchinjky^ 
Woywode of Tojeriy by the inftigation oP 
P b 2 the 
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Boo K the King of Sweden: by the by, the' ^Sf^- 
VL nijlaus was of a confiderable family in that 

^^^^f'^ country, yet his eleftion was not altogether 
agreeable to the partv who had at firft join- 
ed the King of Sweden ; for befides the Pri- 
mate, who would neither proclaim him nor 
put the crown upon his head (though at the 
fame time he was well pleafed to fee King 
jiugujius dethroned), other great men, liicn 
as Fineajky the Crown-general, who had 
been at firft engaged with the confederates 
at WarfaiVy but had left them and joined 
thofc of Sandomir upon finding (as was al- 
ledged) that they were not to be elefted 
themfelves, I fay befides thefe, there were 
others, fuch as the Lubomirjkies^ Tabono- 
Jkiesj Weijhowifliies^ &c. who thought they 
Ihould have been preferred to Le/chinjkyy 
and therefore went the more heartily into 
the confederacy of Sandomir on that ac- 
count. 

The Czar Thc campaign being ended, the Czar re- 

i^^A^w!*^ turned to Mo/cow^ where there were great 
rejoicings, expofing to his people the tro- 
phies of thc campaign, viz. an hundred and 
fifty Itandards and colours, eighty-four 
brafs guns, together with the prifoners, who 
were all well tifed. 

About this time. Genial Mydelj who 

, commanded in Garelia^ undertook to difturb 

the worJks at Cronjiat and St. Teierskurgb^ 

' . ^ but 
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but without other fuccefs thim the lofs of Book 
two fmall frigates, which Colonel Arnfeldt VI. 
who commanded the Swedes^ fet fire to, and v^s^-vNjr 
fome few timber-houfes on the ifland Ra- 
tufary. 

Then Admiral Ankerfteerny after having 
landed three or four thoufand recruits at Ke>r 
n)alj went (after having joined Vice-admirsJ 
Spar) to attack the Rujfum fleet, commandr 
cd by Vice-admiral ^STr/y^jr, whofe fliips be- 
ing but fmall and hot in a condition to fight 
the Sivedijh hxg6 VQ^chj retired into flial- 
low water, where the iw^ifj durft ndt 
advance to attack them: they only canhon- 
-ii^ed • one another at fuch . diftance, • that 
• there was bttt little execution done on either 
fide. Then" the Stuedes bore up to the 
point of the ifland Ratufary^ where they 
made a defcent, and landed forty large flat 
bottomed boats full of grenadiers, ^r. who ,. 
were fo well received by Colonel T'olbuchj 
that they loft moft part of their men,* 
and were forced to retire to their fliips, 
leaving about forty prifoncrs, with fome few 
of their boats. 

The Czar, after having made the neceffa-^ 1705, 
ry preparations for the enfuing campaign, - 
being come the length of ^lefkow, (where 
he reviewed the moft part of his troops) or- 
' dered Marflial Sheremetoff^ to march into 
Courlani^t the head of fourteen thoufand 

dragoons, 
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Book dragoons, four thoufand foot, and two 
VI. thoufand Coffacksy in purfuit of General 
^^'^^r^J Levenhaupt. This General getting timely 
intelligence oi.Shereimtoff^ march, fent or- 
ders to General Frolich Governor of Rtga^ 
to fend him with all expedition what troops 
he could fparc out of the garrifon. In obe- 
dience thereto, Count I' rolich fent him pne 
thoufand foot; and asMzrih^Sberemefoj/f 
entered Courlandj he came to undefftand 
that General Levenhaupt had befides, caufed 
march to ftrengthen his troops, one thou- 
fimd foot more out of Mittau, whereby he 
judged that it was but weakly garriionedj 
and thereupon^ without lofs of time, order- 
ed Major-General Bower with two tbou^d 
dragoons, tx> march and harafs the enemy,, 
or if poflible, to furprize Mif/au. Bower 
did it fo fuccefsfuUy, that on the 4th of 
General July bcforc break of day, he came clofe 
Btyiver upon the faid place undifcovered, and cau- 
jmttau^ fing fix bunded dragoons difraount, attatck-r. 
ed the town ; where, having made himfelf 
mafter of one of the gates, meetipg with 
little or no refiftance, he marched into the 
town with his whole party, zrid attacked 
the enemy, (who were gathering together 
on the market-place, juft got out of their 
beds) killed ^bpve fifty, took the like num- 
ber prifoners, and forced the reft to redre 
into the faftk; which he not being able to 

attack, 
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sittack, marched off with the prifoners, and B o o K 
joined that day the atmy at a place called VI. 
Mijfoten^ four great leagues diftant from ^-^'^'^^ 
Mittau. General Levenhaupt having ad-^ 
vice thereof, marched himfelf with the great- 
eft part of his cavalry and dragoons, in hoped 
to come up with Boiver before he could 
join the army ; but it being too late, he re- 
turned to his camp, and took care next 
mpf ning to draw up his army (confifting of 
betwixt eight and nine thou&nd men, moft 
part infantry) in the moft advantageous 
ground, and expeft the enemy, who he was 
convinced would foon be up with him* 
- Marfhal Shenmetojf being informed of 
his fituadon, called a council of war, where- 
in it was refolved unahimoufly to attack this 
body of the enemy, as they^ did not doubt 
of bearing thfem, being fd far fuperior iri 
numbers ; by which means they would be* 
come mafters of the whole country. In order 
thereto, the Marihal fet forwards next morn* 
ing early, having three great leagues to march 
before he could cotoe up with them ; where, 
after having made the neceffary difpofitions, 
he ordered the Coffacks to attack the enemy 
in flanks whilft he attacked them in front. 
It was paft two o'clock in the afternoon be- the bat- 
fore the aftioti began ; ^ firft by the cannon, ^^„^;^^ 
as is ufual ; then they came to clofe fight, 
which conrinued for half an hour, w th 

much 
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Bo OK much bravery oh both fides, until the Cof^ 
VI. Jacks got through the morafs, (which the 

^^'^rsj enemy thought hnprafticable) and attacked 
them in flank according to orders, on their 
left, which put the Swedes in fo great dis- 
order that they gave way. This, no fooner 
General Levenhaupt perceived, than he cau- 
sed march a body of frefh troops from his 
referve, who beat off the Cojfacks and rein- 
forced his left-wing, renewing the battle, 
jvhich continued doubtful for fome time i 
till at laft the Swedes on the right attacked 
fo vigoroufly, that the Ruffians gave way, 
and the enemy made themfelves mafters of 
three of their cannon. Then Marfhal She- 
remetoff vcmiotcmg his whole line, made (b 
forward a pufli, that he forced the enemy 
. io retire beyond their firft ground, yet not 
fo confufedly, but that they continued the 
battle with as much, refolution as before; 
when a Ruffian Colonel of dragoons, eager 
for viftory, broke in with his 'regiment 
(without orders j through an interval in the 
centre of the enemy, propofing to attack 
them in flank, right and left j whereupon, 
a body of the enemy*s referve attacked him 
fo vigoroufly, that they beat him back, kill- 
ed a/great many of his men, and danger- 
oufly wounded himfelf. All this while the 
viftory wa^ undecided, and continued fo till 
towards evening,, that the aSW^^//?? General 

forming 






P E T E R the G R fe A T, 161 

forming his whole body in one line, madfe Book 
fo vigorous Jirf attack that he forced the \ L 
Ruffians to their baggage, about half a v-/->rO 
mile diftant from the field of battle. The 
Marfhal's being wounded was the occafion 
of their retreat : this battle was fought near 
to a gentleman's feat called Gemaurthoff^ in 
Courland. General Levenhaupt wrote to his 
mafter the King of Sweden^ giving an ac- 
count of this aftion ; thiat the Ruffmns had 
repuifed and beat the S'wedes twice out of 
their ground, though they had fought with 
all imaginable bravery, and, had they not 
been fuperior to the enemy in infantry, they 
had been undone; therefore begged his 
majefty to fend him a ftjTong arid fpeedy re- 
inforcement, otherways he would not be 
able to keep the field, the enemy exceed- 
ing him fo far in horfe. 

Amongft the killed on the Swedijh fide, 
were Colonel Horn^ three Lieutenant-colo- 
nels, Coulbars, Tankward and LindenJIneld; 
Major Wrangle^ together with feveral cap- 
tains and fubaltcrns ; amongft the wounded 
were two colonels, Korge^ and Stakelberg, 
Major Wiberberg^ and many o|Rcers of in-i 
ferior rank, with above three thoufand fol* 
diers killed and wounded. 

The Ruffians fuftained greater lofs thatf 
the Swedes^ having about thirty officers 
killed, and near to that number wounded, 

Vol.. 1. - C c widbf 
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Book with about four thoufand nine hundred kU 
VI. diers killed and wounded. This battle con- 
^^■^"^^^ tinued near to five hours, General Leven- 
haupt not daring to advance too far on the 
enemy for fear of being furroundcd, was ob- 
liged to maintain his ground the beft wayhc 
could. After the battle, in the night he retii^ 
cd towards Riga^^ not being able to ftand an 
attack next day, if the Ruffians had defigned it. 
The Czar was well enough pleafed when 
he got the account of this battle ; and^ find- 
ing the lofs near equal, faid, ' he was al- 

* ways able to fpare two to one at leaft, if 

* not three.* The Czar being at Vilna^ the 
metropolis of Lithuania^ with an army of 
fixty thoufand men, great numbers of the 
^olipj fenators of j4ugufius\ party repaired 
to him, admiring to fee fo fine an army and 

Tte c^ar fo well difciplified in fo fliort a time. Here 

Macs a ^^ publiflied a manifefto, inviting all true 

k^bchalf 5Pe>/?^ \vho had the intereft of their country 

of King at heart, to adhere and continue firm to 

Augufius. ^.jjgjj. |.,.yg King,othreathing ruin and deftru- 

ftion to thofe who adhered to the King of 

Sweden^ and his King Stanijlaus ; declaring 

that he would aflift, proteft, and defend King 

Augujius againft all his oppofers, with all 

his power 5 and alfo preferve the rights and 

privileges of the republic. 

The Czar had this year .in Poland and 
Courland three armies ; Marfhal Sher'emetoff^ 

with 
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with a body of twenty thoufand foot ^nd Book 
dragoons, befides Coffacks in Courland; the VL 
army where he was himfclf in perfon, .con- *-^^>'^ 
fifted of about fixty thoufand, commanded 
by Marftial Ogilvie ; and in Black Rujfia 
fixty thoufand Coffacks^ commanded by their 
Hettman^ Mazepa; whom the Czar had 
lately honoured with the order of St. ^»- 
drew^ though at the (ame time he was con- 
triving all the mifchief he could againft him, 
but durft not as yet (how it openly ; though 
I believe, it had been a more proper occa- 
iion than when he did it: the Czar being 
with his greateft force in Lithuania^ ana 
Marfhal Sheremetojf 2X a ftill greater di- 
ftance; fo that Mazepa with the greateft 
cafe imaginable might have joined the King 
of Sweden. And here was a noble occafion 
for this brave young Prince to have entered 
RuJfia ; for he might have marched to the 
city of Mofcoiv without meeting with, any ,^ 
qppofition, and forced th6 Czar into his 
own terms, having an army of forty thou- 
fand national Swedes in ^olandy which was 
enough to have rent that great empire in 
pieces; efpecially in conjunftion with, the 
Co(picks^ who would have furnifhed proviT 
(ions for his army and themfelves too; In 
this event, the Czar muft have abandoned 
all his defigns in Poland, and on the Swe^ 
dijh frontiers, and marched with his whole 
C c 2 fprce 



J04 ^^^ History of 

Book force to defend his own country : and I am 
VI. convinced, he would have gone into anj 

S^">^^^ terms the King of Sweden could haYe pro- 
pofed, rather than have rifqued a battle \ 
which would have been putting all to ftake, 
But this virtuous and brave young Prince, 
who was certainly endued with many great 
qualities (none that ever wore a crown ha- 
.ving had more real honour, nor a greater 
regard to his word), unfortunately for him, 
coifld never take advipe, no, not in the worft 
of events : for, frpna the mbipcnt he fet ou't 
from Stockholm^ to his dyingrhour he peyer 
called a council of war, but altogether fol^ 
lowed his own ideas, without communicat- 
ing them to any till they were juift to be put 
in execqtion. He and his generals did 
noble exploits indeed, but none of them 
would e^er vejiture to offer him advice : hi^ 
greateft favourites wer? thofe who blindly o 
beyed his command?; which they did to 
the laft, regarding them as oracles. Only 
Baron Govts gpt his confidence, into whole 
hands he gave himfelf up entirely, when tpo 
Ifite ; but, if his unfortunate death had not 
' happened at Frederic/ball^ who knows 
how far he might have retrieved his affairs ? 
Norway had been worth all the countries 
the C^ar had taken from him ; and what 
further might he not have done? 

After 
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After the battle of Gemaurthoff^ (where Bo o K 
General Levenhaupt furcly kept the field, VI. 
though his retreat towards Riga fhewcd e- ^-^^"^"^ 
vidently that he was no longer able to aft 
offenfively) the Ruffians did what they 
pleafed over all Courland; but the Czar ^<»«'*'^>»f 
thought fit to take ' that dutchy under his ^J^J^^^f 
proteftion, only ordaining the inhabitants the Rujh 
to deliver up to his commifTary .Alexander ^'^- 
Mfsnzekoffy all the arms and cffefts they had 
belonging to xht Swedes ; which order was 
\vith (ome difficulty complied with. 

The Kins oi Sweden all this while con--,, «.. 
tinued with gresit tranquiUity in his camp at ois^i^eden 
Blenie^ undervaluing his enemies, and only J^ow cm* 
tgken up with his trifling - defign of feeing p^^^' 
King Stanijlaus crowned, neglefting the fineft 
opportunity that ever Prince had. 

. Admiral Ankerjiiern^ who had made a 
fruitlefs attempt the former year on Cron^ 
fiot^ finding the Czar's force moftly employ- 
ed in Courland and Lithuania; made a fecond 
attempt this year, but with as little fuccefs 
as before, having landed about eight hun- 
dred men on the ifland Rattjfqry^ who were 
repulfed by Colonel Tolbut with the lofs of ' 
near half their party. .At the fame time, 
Major-general Mydel having advice of the 
Admiral's enterprize, advanced with his Fruitlefs 
whole body, confifting of about four ^hou- ^^^^^^^p^^ 
f^nd men, and made an attack on Teterf- ^enluroh.. 
' ' ' ' burgh^ 
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Book bMTgh, but vras fo warmly received by Ma- 
VI. jor-gencral Robert Bruce^ that he was beat 

v-^vNj off with the lofs ' of three huttdred of his 
men: after, which, he attacked a mill 
(where* were four hundred Rujftans com* 
manded by a Lieutenant-colonel) fortified 
only with a breaft*work doubly pallifadoed, 
but was repulfed here alfo with the lofs of 
two hundred men. Major-general Bruce 
marching out of the garrifon with a body of 
fix thoufand Rujftans^ ready to fall upon 
him, he thought fit to rq>air to Wihurgh. 
The Ruffians did not lo(e in ail thefc en-* 
counters above feventy men. 
, In Courland, matters fucceeded no worfe: 
Lieutenant-general ReHn attacked and made 
himfelf mafl^er oi Bautsky and of the town 
of Mittauy but the caftle did not furrender 
without a fiege; which laft, after the Ruffians 
had thrown in art hundred and fiifty bombs, 
and made a fufficient breach with the can* 

Thccaftlc^on, Colonel Knortng the Swedijlf commzvir 

o£ Miitau d^nty gave up on the 4th of September^ 

d « °* upon honourable conditions. 

After this, the Czar became maftcr of al^ 
Courland and Semigal^ without the King of 
Sweden s endeavouring in the leaft to jpre- 
ferve thefe countries, being wholly taken 
up with the deliberations of the dyet of 
Warfa-w ; which the Czar endeavoured to 
perplex as far as he could. Having ordered 
• , Major- 
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Major-general Bower to command in Cour*- Book 
kndj and Marfhal Sheremetoff in Livonia^ VI. 
he marched himfelf towards Grodno^ which v>w^ 
place he caufed fortify ; as alfo Tycoztn, 
where he cftabliflicd magazines witR provi* 
(ions of ail kincfs. His party gained fcve- 
ral advantages over the Swedes and StaniJ^ 
kites f and took pofleffion of feveral advan- 
tageous pofts towards Warfaiv:^ \yj which 
means he became mafter of all Lithuania ; The Czar 
which occafioned the confederacy of War'- "^^^^^ ^^ 
faw falfely to give out that the Czar defign- ^^^ "''* 
cd to annex thefe countries to the Ruffian 
empire, endeavouring thereby to draw off 
the fcnators from the confederacy of Sando^ 
mivj to join them, and to ftand (as they 
expreffedi it) in defence of their country, 
againft the invaders of it. 

The Cojfacks under their Heitman^ Ma- 
zepa^ who by this time was in good un- 
derftanding with the King of Sweden^ took 
poiFeffion of Zamoife^ &c. 

King Auguftus had got together in Saxo^ 
ny^ an army of about twelve thoufand men ; 
but judging it imprafticable to march them 
into Toland, he left Drefden incognito, ac- 
companied only by three perfons, and pafFed 
through Dantzick about the end oiOthber; 
thence by the Frifchaff to Koningsberg^ and 
from thence to Tjcozin, an advantageous 
poll: occupied by the Ruffians. On his ar- 
* rival 
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Book rivil, he not only wrote to the Czar, but 
VL alfo to all in his intereft: from Tycozin^ he 
y^^"^ went to Grodno^ and from that to the Ruf- 
gu^lf ^' A^^ ^"^"^y J where the Czar rode out to meet 
meets the him. Aft^r the ufual compliments, his 
^^"- Gzarifli majefty prefented the King with fix 
ftandards, being a part of thirteen, the Ruf- 
fians had taken from the Swedes at the 
bridge of ^raog on the Vijiula. 

King Augujlus a Httle after his arrival 
inftituted the order of the white eagle, which 
he conferred on feveral of the fenators and 
fome Rujftan generals, particularly Marfhal 
Ogilvie and Alexander Menzekoff] the Czar's 
favourites ; and having fome days before obi- 
ferved the Rujftan army, and being not a lit- 
tle furprized, to find them fo thoroughly difci- 
plincd and well commanded, he propofed 
to the Czar to march with their joint forces 
and attack the King of Sweden ; but thp 
weather proving fo bad by fo great a fall of 
fhow, that neither infantry nor dragoons 
were able to keep the field, they were ob- 
liged to defer the defign, and march back to 
take up their winter-quarters in and about 
Grodno and Tycozin. 

^ Soon after, a great council of the Tolr/h 

fenators met at Grodno^ at which the Czar 

and King Augujlus affifted. The day af- 

tiGrff^^I ter, the Vice-chancellor Shemberk opened 

* the council for the King, who was fcconded 

by 
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by the Marfhal of the confederates, in name Book 
of the republic : after which they adjourn- VI. 
cd for (bme days expefting more of the fe- v.^^>r<i 
nators. In a few days the Crown-general 
together with feyeral lenatOrs more arrived, 
having fent before fome Swedifl prifoners', 
with a good many t>f Starrojia Spit sky i 
troops he had taken hcztCracoiv. 

That day he arrived, the conferences witK 
the Czar's minifters commenced ; in which the 
four following points were pfbpofed, in or- 
der to enter into an alliance : for though' 
the Czar arid King ^ugujlus had ihadc ari 
alliante fome time before, whereto fome 
few Tolip fenators confented, yet it was 
not thought fufficient, bcirig not dohe in a 
full dyet- 

The firft article was, That the Czaf 
fhould evacuate, and give up to the repu- 
blic, all the to\vns and forts he had taken 
during the war in the Tolifi Ukraitle. 

SecoHdly^ That he fliould alfo evacuate 
and give up to the republic, all the placed 
of ftrength in Livonia he had already niadd 
himfelf mafter of, or fh9uld, during thd 
continuance of the turar. 

Thirdly, That his Czirilfe majefty fliould 
allow the free exefcife of the Rofnrfh Religi- 
on in Mo/cow^ and over all the Rujfidn em-^ 
pirc. 

Vol I. t) d Fourthly; 
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Book Fourthly^ That the two millions ofri»» 
VI. dollars, fliould be payed to help to defray 
W^ the charges x>f the army, i^hich the Czar 
himfelf had often promifed. 

Hereupon, the Czar's minifters declared 
themfelves as follows : Firjiy That the Czar 
fhould reftore to the republic, the towns 
and forts he had taken in the Ukraine du- 
ring the war, particularly Bieloezirkiotv. 

Secondly y That the towns Ke had. already 
taken, or fhould take in Livonia^ fhould 
alfo be reftored to the republic; but, that 
during the courfe of the war, they fliould 
be garrifoned, half by Ruffians^ half by 
Toles. 

Thirdly y That fb long as the war con- 
tinued, he would aflift the republic with 
men, and money wherewith to pay their 
troops. 

Fourthly y That over his whole domini* 

ons, the Romijh religion fhould not only be 

tolerated, but that forthwith, a capuchin 

church and convent fhould be buUt on his 

own proper charges, under the patronage 

ofSt.^^/^r. 

. The King, togeth^, with the fcnators, 

iitf alli' *ifere fatisfied with this declaration ; fo that 

'^^^^' On the iithaf Depemker^ the alliance of* 

^a and fcnfivc add defenfiVe \Ktw\xt Rufia and To^ 

Poland, landf Was confirmed and ratified in a full dyct. 

On 
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On the 1 2th, the Czar having advice fent Book 
him of a revolt in and about ^Jlracan^ VI. 
he fet out for Mofcow, accompanied by his "^^-^^ 
favourite Alexander Menzekojf^ and efcort- ^ ^^^^ 
ed by his guards, together with ten thou- can. ' 
fand dragoons, who were to be quartered 
in and about Smolensko^ on the frontiers of 
Poland, leaving the command of his army 
to King Auguftus and Marfliai Ogilvie. 

Major-general Bower who commanded 
in Courlandj having intelligence that a party 
of the enemy had taken up their quarters a- 
bout Coberjlhanie, marched in the night 
with fifteen hundred dragoons, fell upon 
them in the' morning, beat up their quar- 
ters, killed feveral, and then returned to 
Mittau with an hundred and forty pri-' ' 
fbners. 

The King of Sweden hotwithftanding the 
rigour of the feafon, after having caufed 
crown King Stanijlatis^ and made an alli- 
ance defenfive and ofFenfive, with him and 
the confederates of Warfaiv, which he look-' 
cd upon now as the republic, having intel-^ 
ligence that the C?ar had carried off with 
him a confiderable body of his troops ; and 
that the reft of the army were difperfed at 
ipme diftaqce in their .quarters ; was induced 
to march with the greateft part of his for- 
ces to pafs the Vijlula^ and fo forward, fuK 
ly refolving to beat up the Rujftan and 
I) d ^ S^xM 
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Book Saxon quarters, and as he imagined, to give 

VI. them a total overthrow* But having ad- 

^^^"^^ vanced as far as Tycozin^ which he round 

J^^^^^°^better fortified and garrifoncd than he had 

thinks to believcd, Jie fcemcd refolved on his arrival 

furpnzc |.Q Yizvc attacked) the faid place, and caufed- 

nlies. ^' his troops provide fafcines to that end ; but 

op f^cond thoughts, he took to the right, 

marched through woods and forefts ftraight; 

xxfpovi Grodnoy with defign to attack the 

grcateft force of the enemy firft, and then 

return upon the reft. 

King Augujius having early intelligence 
of the S'weaijh King' s march, ordered all the 
troops that were quartered in the towns and 
villages found, to repair forthwith to Grod- 
no; where, f hey pot only entrenched them- 
felves ftrongly, but took care to provide 
themfelves with fufficiency of provifions and 
forage; fo that they feemeito be in no 
great palp about him: Lieutenant-colonel 
Fylen^ with two hundred of the guardfi 
keeping always in figJbt of the enemy's ad- 
vanced troops, gave King Augujins con- 
King Aw ftant intelligence, until the . 24th in the 
itf/?«/gcts jtiight that he entered the Rujfian camp, 
gentc! l)ringing accounts of the enemy's being at 

hand. 
X706 The 25th o£ January his ToUJh majefty, 

accompanied by Marflial Ogilvie^ pafled a- 
, longft the front of the lines, and by nine, 

o'clock 
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o'clock in the morning had the enemy full Boo K 
in their view, formed in two line», under ^ VI. 
the Jefuifsvf ooA^ where the King of i5w^- v-/">rv 
den continued above an hour obferving the 
dilpofition of his enemies ; after which, he 
endeavQured to crofs the v\\tx Niemen^ 
which not appearing prafticable at that 
place, he thought fit to march a league fur- 
ther down, where he found a more con- 
venient paffage. Licutenant-^general Renn 
was fo lucky a& to crofs the river with his 
dragoons a little way above, and came ver yop-r 
portunely into the camp. King, Auguftus and 
the Marflial being in pain left he fhould have 
been cut oiFby the enemy. By this time, the 
whole army were got into the lines, except 
the garrifbn of Tycozinj confifting of three 
thoufand foot and two hundred dragoons, 
commanded by Major-general Deduith. 

The King of Sweden having crofTed the 
' Niemen zt Korhanova, marched on the 26th 
; up before the lines o^ Grodno^ where he 
drew up his army about eleven o'clock, ap- 
pearing as if he defigned to attack them. 
King Auguftus and Marftial Ogilvie had all 
well difpofed and ready to receive him, the 
King moving about amongft the battallions 
and fquadrons, encouraged them to do their 
duty, letting them know at the fame time, 
there was no retreating, fo that they muft 
either fight or periib. 

The 
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Book The King oi Sweden^ brave as he was, 
VI. finding the Ruftans and Saxons fo ftrongly 

^^y'^ entrenched and advantageoufly pofted, would 

^^^.^? not rifk the attack, but marched oiF by four 

retires, of the clock artemoon. 

As foon as the King and Marihal OgiU 
vie perceived that the enemy had marched 
ofi^ they ordered four thoufand dragoon^, 
together with all the Coffacks under Lieute*^ 
nant-general Renn's command, to fall upon 
their rear, which they did, and returned to 
the camp before night, with twenty-eight 
prifoners and a good deal of baggage: after 
which, Marihal Ogilvie caufed ftrengthen 
the fortifications both of the town and 
camp ; fo that in a few days, he wilhed for 
nothing more than to be attacked by the 
enemy. A Swedijh Lieutenant who had 
been taken by the C^f i^/ on the night of 
the 26th, as he was interrogated by the 
Marihal, told that he had heard the King 
. his mafter fay, he did not believe the Ru/fn 
ans would have ftood his coming up ; but 
this magnanimous young Prince was much 
miftaken^ for thefe were no more the Rujfir- 
ans ho had formerly dealt with at Narva^ 
being become much better foldiers, and by 
far better commanded. It was no fmall 
(iirprize to many, that the King oi Sweden 
did not attack the lines on this occaiion : it 
was however the only time he ever came up 

with 
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with his enemies with a view to attack them, Book 
\!irithout doing* it VI. 

Marfhal Ogilvie getting intelligence that 
a great part of the enemy's baggage, was 
going under a flight convoy to Hoza^ pur- 
fuing the rout towards Wilna, ordered Ma- 
jor-general Slough with two thoufand dra-' 
goons to fall upon them. He came up with 
the enemy, but found a fuperior body of 
Sivedip infantry, which he did not think 
fit to venture upon, and fo retreated in all 
haftc. The Woywode of Kioiv^ Totojkjy 
made after hirti with his ^oUjh cayalry, but 
Shugh feeing himfelf out of the reach of 
the Swedijh infantry, faced about with his 
dragoons, attacked and repulfed the Woy- 
wode, killed above one hundred ToleSy and 
brought forty prifoners into the camp; a- 
mongft whom was a Captain of horfe, who 
declared that it was the common opinion, 
that fince the King of Svfeden had not been 
able to carry his point at Grodno^ he de- 
figned to march his fatigued army into quar- 
ters to be refrefhed j before he could under- 
take any thing further. 

On the 29th, another party of Lieute- 
nant-general Renns command, after the e- 
nemy had marched from Korhanova^ fell in 
with Staniflaus's baggage, took all his plate, 
kitchen utenfils, ^c. together with the King 
of Siii^tden'% medicine cheflrs 2 two hundred 

Sivedes 
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Book Swedes who guarded the fame, were beat, 
VI. with the lofs of twenty-four men killed, and 
eight taken prifoners. To confirm what 
has been here faid, the following letter 
writ by Marfhal Ogilvie will be of ufe. 
' I did indeed with pleafure, expeft to 
have had an aftion with the enemy ; for 
the King o£ Siveden on the 25th current 
eroded the Mienen^ a league diftant from « 
my cam^; and on the 26th, his whole 
army, infantry and cavalry, (provided 
with fafcines in order to attack us) confift* 
ing of twenty-two battallions of foot, and 
thirty two fquadrons of horfe and dra- 
goons, Swedijh troops; together With 
ten thoufand Toles^ adherents to Stani^ 
Jlaus^ marched, and drew up in order of 
batde along the front of my camp with- 
in cannon-fliot of the left; but as he 
found us difpofcd, and ready to receive 
him, after having obfcrved us fome hours, 
he marched the lame day back the way he 
came, repafled the Mienen^ and continued 
his march towards Merrez, and probably 
from thence, either to Wilna^ Samoicia or 
Courland, which will foon appear : and, 
though I have been thefe feveral months in- 
camped in this (ituation, provifions have held 
out hitherto. In the mean time, I have 
thought it advifeable to evacuate Courland 
for a while, leaving only fome f cw^trbops 

* in 
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in the C2^ftlc of Mittau ; and being nowB o o K 
no ways appreh^nfive of any further at- VI. 
tempt from the enemy, have ordered a v^^^^^ 
body of RuJJian dragoons to march with 
King Auguftus^ together with all the Sa^ 
xon and Tolijh troops at this place, into 
great Poland, (it being moftly evacuated 
by the enemy) the better to purfue the 
concerted mcafures for the enfuing cam* 
paign. I cannot enough commend the 
refolution and bravery of my Ruffi-- 
ans; and do confidently affirm, that if 
this attack had gone on, nothing could 
have happened more for the advantage 
of bmh their Gzarifh and ^oUp maj ed- 
dies: for it could not have ended, by the 
help of God, bat in the total defeat of 
the enemy, with no great lofs to us. The 
prifoners who have been from time to 
time brought into this piace, look fo mi-** 
ferably, through hunger and fatigue, as is 
not to be dcfcribcd ; and if the enemy 
continue any time longer marching about 
in this manner, their army cannot be but 
exceedingly weakened.' 
After the King of Sweden had marched 
from Grodnoj a council of war was held^ 
wherein it was refolved that Marlhal Ogil^ 
n)ie with General Allart^ fhould continue 
at that place with the greateft part of the 
army, who together with the great Gene- 
. Vol. L E c ral 
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B o o K ral of Li'thtfrnia, Prince Wiefmwttskyy ni^C 

VI. aft as they faw occafion ; that King j4ugu^ 

^-'"^''^' Jius Ihould march with all expedition into 

gttztToland with his Saxon and Toltjb 

troops, together with a body of fix thou- 

fand Rujfian dragoons, and at the fame time 

fend orders to General Shullembourgj to 

inarch and join them with all xht Saxon 

troops, which would enable King Augufius 

to fall upon General Renjhild; and within 

lefs than fix weeks to return to Grodno^ 

where his Czarifh majefty would alfo be, to 

concert meafures, no longer to aft defen- 

fively, but to march and attack the enemies 

where-ever they could come up with them^ 

Accordingly, the King of Poland with 

his drabants and troops above-mentioned, 

marched into great Toland; but General 

Shullembonrg^ after he had left Saxony and 

croffed the OdeVy purfuing his march through 

Renjhild ^oland^ in order to join the King his ma- 

^tte . ^^^' being attacked and overthrown by^ 

hourg. General Renjhild at Fravenftadt^ this dif- 

concerted all their meafures. 

Neverthelefs, the Rujfian army under the 
command of Marfhal Ogilvie cpntinued 
clofe at Grodno^ and had frequent encoun- 
ters with the en^my, by commanded parties, 
as will appear by this other letter* 
Marfl>aj < Thc enemy in this winter-campaign, 
K^//r;(f's i having fufficiently fatigued themfelves 

' without 
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without being able to effeftuate their dc-Bo ok 
figns, have now refolved to pafs fome VI. 
time in their quarters, as I refolve to do ^-^^'^^^ 
in mine, feeing the prefent junfture does ^H^^^^ 
not invite to any other thing, than that I 
continue, in y?flf/// ^uo; that his Czarifh 
majefty by this means may have time and 
opportunity to affcmble his forces about 
S^mlensko^ to the end that being all got 
together, he may be in condition to at- 
tack the enemv's greateft force, notwitfc- 
(landing the lofs the Saxon and Rujftan in- 
fantry fuflained at Fravenftadt ; and 
which was entirely owing to the treachery 
Of the French and Bavarians^ who on the 
approach of the Swedes threw down their 
arms without ftriking a ftroke, and yield* 
ed to the enemy ; upon which, they were 
forthwith received into their feryice, ha- 
ving previous to the aftion correfponded 
with them to that efFeft. After this man- 
ner, the King of Sweden may well be- 
come viftorious, feeing he meets with no 
refiftance, the troops he attacks not Hand- 
ing to their defence, but rafher allowing 
themfelves to be maflacred, as fome part 
of that army did. I live in good hopes 
that the troops under my command, will 
take example at the unfortunate event at 
Fravenftadt^ and rather ftand to it like 
men, than after having fubmitted and 
1^ t z * quarters 
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Book* quarters given, to be barbaroufly cut to 
VI. * pieces: an unconceivable politic! for, 

* hodie mihi eras tibi may always be expeft- 

- ed. After all, I continue in my camp, 
^ where I am refolved with great compofiirc 

* to expeft the enemy : at the fame time I . 

* fend daily out parties, and have reinforced 

* Prince Wiejncnuitjky with a body of two 

* thoufand dragoons, commanded by Gene- 

* ral Bower, and have this minute accounts 

* that this General has beat a party of the 

* enemy, whereof I hourly expeft the par- 
^ ticulars. I am alfo informed, that Major- 

* general Slough has beat the Woywode of 
■ Kioiv^ and purfued him upwards of thir- 
^ teen miles ; fo it appears that the Swedes 

- do not play the mafter every where/ 
But becaufe fo great an army as lay en- 
trenched at Grodno could not aft with that 
forwardncfs as might be expefted, and that 
the King of Sweden would not attack them 
in that part, the Czar fcnc orders to the 
Marfiial xo dcmolifh the fprtifications at 
Grodno, znd to fink what guqs he could not 
carry off, then to direft his march towards 
the frontiers of Rujfia. The Marfhal's let- 
ter will give the beft account thereof. 

Marfiul * After feveral couriers had brought his 
Czarilh majefty's orders to break up from 
Grodno^ and direft my march towards the 
Kti£ian frontiers, I ordered off all the pri- 

^ foners 
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(oner?, fick and wounded, tovrgndsTycozin Book 
and Beroza ; and at the fame time, -caufed VI. 
carry into my camp feme thoufands of pal- vy^vx^ 
lifadoes, together with a confiderjible quan- 
tity of gabions and fafcines, gs if I had 
had a mind to fortify the lines ftiU more, 
and no intention to rempve. I alfo 
caufed bring into the camp a good deal of 
provifions, and in fhort, made preparations 
as if I defigned to expeft the often threat- 
ned attack of the eniemy. On the 4th of 
^pril^ I caufed double the out-guards, or- 
dering xh^m not to allow any perfon what- 
foever to go out pr come into the camp oj 
town, without an order from me. Then 
on the 7th, I comnjanded off all the ?irtil- 
lery, ammunition, the whole baggage and 
neceflary provifions towards 73'^<^2:/>, cover- 
ed by Lieutenant-ge^ieral Renn^ with a body 
of four thoufand dragoons, and at the fame 
time caufed carry a vaft quantity of forage 
into the camp, which the enemy, as alfo 
the country, imagined to be a general fcP- 
raging. Then on the 9th, I marched with 
the whole army, leaving only the out-guards, 
which were to continue till the third day 
after, keeping up fires in the camp as if the 
army had been ftill there. On the 1 2 th, the 
out-guards marched, after having fet fire to 
the pallifadoes, and deftroyed all that could 
be qf life tp the cijeniy, Jeavjng po bridge 

^ behind 
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B o o k ^ bdtintf ihcm r all which being done, they 

VI. * w«re to continue in .the Tear, and fend mc 

^o^^^^ * whit accounts they could learn of the ene- 

* my ; 1 having fon* days before fcnt orders 

* to thcgarrifon ofTycozin to march and join 
^ m^ after k«^ng detnolifhed the for tificati- 

* cttis thereof/ 

After this retreat, Marflial Og-Z/wV march- 
td widiout feeing an enemy, till he came to 
the frontiers of Rf^ffutj where he was joined 
by Prince Menzekoff^ who had marched 
from Smolenfko^ and ftood encamped be- 
twixt Mohiiotx/ and Borrijow /with a body 
of ten thoufand dragoons. 

Alexander Menzehff was in the end of 
laft year dignified with the title of Prince of 
the Roman empire, he being the Czar's prin- 
dpal favourite* By means of bribes and 
compliments to the courtiers at Vienna^ he 
got out Ws diploma without examining 
narrowly into his genealogy. 

After King Auguftus had marched from 

Grodno^ and the lofs of the battle of Fra- 

venftadty he gave up all hopes of further 

fuccefs ; and as he had been tampering 

forae years before to make a feparate peace 

with the King of Sweden^ tho' without fuc- 

Augujiiu cefs, he was now determined to have peace 

rciolvcsto let the conditions be never fo hard : but be- 

SStc**^' ^^^^ ^^ proceeded further, he fent orders to 

peace. Drefden to arreft the Czar's General and 

plenipotentiary, 
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plenipotentiary, Tatculj left he fhould get Bo ok 
the wind of his defigns, being a pcrfon of VI. 
vaft penetration and abilities. This obliged \^^<^ 
the Czar's commiflary at Dre/den^ Prince ^^p^*J* 
GalitziHy to enter a proteftation againft Kingr»A 
Auguftus and the minifters, for fuch a vio- 
lation of the rights of fovereigns. Every 
body knows what, noife this imprifonment 
made in Europe^ and the hard fate and igno- 
minious death this unfortunate gentleman 
met with, which make the worft parts of 
the King o£ Sweden s ftory. 

The Czar in the beginning of April 
(1706) went on board his fleet, confifting 
of twelve men of war, ten brigan tines, ten 
great gallies, ten bomb-gallies, ten bran- 
ders, and fifty fmall gallies ; all lying near 
the ifland Ratufary^ where he expefted to have 
been attacked by the enemy s fleet, which 
lay before Reval, confifting of two men 
of war, commanded by Admiral Ankerjiiern; 
which not happening, his majefty failed to 
St. Tetersburgh on board of a light frigate. 
Then after having given the' neceiTary dire- 
ftions for advancing his works at that place, 
he took journey for Smolensko^ where he ar- 
rived the 29th: from Smolensko he went to 
Mohilow, and reviewed his army, which 
lay encamped there, and increafed daily. 

End of the Sixth Book. 
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Book Vii 

THE King of Sweden riot willing to Book 
hazard his army before the lines at yil. 
Grodno as he firft defigned, altered his mea- ../-w^ , 
fures entirely ; and corifidering the vittory ^^^ ^H 
his troops had obtained at Fravenjladi b-cntcre' ^^ 
pened a do6r to him into Saxony^ after SaT^oji^. 
being joined by General Renjhild^ he 
inarched direftly into that country, leaving 
Only in Poland about fix thoyfand Swedes^ 
commanded by General Marderfeli, toge- 
ther with fifteen thoufand ^oles and Lithu^ 
aniansj commanded by thdWdywodc of 
Kioiv and Sapega. 

Vol. I. F f A« - 
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Book As foon as the Czar had the accounts 
VII. that the King of Sweden had entered Saxony^ 

\^>r>u and had left fuch a fmall number oi Swedes 
in Tolafjd, he detached forthwith Prince 
Menzehjf with a body of ten thoufand 
Rujfiansj befides Coffacks^ who having join- 
ed King Augiifliis at Teterkaw^ (where he 
lay encamped with a body of five thoufand 
Saxons and eight thoufand Toles^ command- 
>cd by the Crown^eneral, Fineafkj) a coun- 
cil of war was held, wherein it was refolvcd 
to give battle to the enemy : but King Au- 
gujius confidering that the King of Sweden 
was in the heart of his country, befides the 
terms they were privately under, feemed not 
fo very forward for it as might have been 
cxpefted ; it carried however in the affirma- 
tive. After which the Crown-general, . to- 
gether with General Brant, marched with 
the Toles towards the enemy : King y^u^ 
gttfius and Prince Menzekoff followed after 
with the Ruffian and Saxon troops, and 
joined the Crown-general at Seejladt, with- 
in two leagues o^CaliJh. Next day the army 
refted, where they had iiitelligence that the 
enemy were encamped, and advantageoufly 
pofted near to the river yirfona, on the o- 
ther fide of the town, and were refolved to 
ftand the attack. King Augujius had in- 
deed given private notice to the SwediJI) 
General not to wait their coming up, letting 

him 
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him at the fame time into fome part of his B o o k 
defigns: but General M^r^^r/^// had no re- VIL 
gard to it. Auguftus therefore with fome v.^^^^^^/ 
of the generals went to view the enemy, 
the Coj^acks and Calmiicks who had followed 
Prioce Me';;z^/^<?^ marching clofe up to their 
camp,, where they pickered a little with the 
*Toles. Then the whole army advanced 
within half a league of the enemy, having 
a bridge to pafs, which took them up the 
reft of that day. The next day, they^ij^ ^^t. 
marched in order of battle ftraight upon the tie of Ca^ 
cnemy^s front : the fignal of the attack was ^^^^^ 
the firing of three guns, which the enemy 
anfwered v^ith two. Their body was com- 
manded by General Marderfelt: the right- 
wing (confifting of Totes) was commanded 
bytheWoywode o£ Kiow^ the left (con- 
lifting of Lithuanians) by Count Sapega : the 
*ToliJh army was commanded by King An- 
gujlus, who took his poft oh the left, Prince 
Menzekoff^on the right, and General Brant 
in the centre; the whole firft line being • 
compofed oi Rujftflns znA Saxons ; the fe- 
cond who wxre all 'T^oJeSj was commanded 
by the Crown-general Fineajky. 

About three in the afternoon the battle 
went fo fuccefsfully on, that in lefs than 
half an hour, the right-wing of the Swedes 
was fo roughly han41ed, that they were 
forced to retire behind their waggons : the 
F f ::^ " body 
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Book body ftood it till near fix o'clock, (well 
VIL fought on both fides) but of the S-wedes^ 
y^'"^ not above three thoufand were left alive; oi^ 
the left, iwjpnty ftandards fubmitted to 
Y^ng j^uguftus without (hiking a %oke, 
the reft that ftood were cut to pieces, or 
^aken prifoners : the Woy wpde of Kio'w and 
Sapega got off in the evening, accom^anie<i 
J>ut by few. In this aftion were taken a- 
bout an hundred (iandards and colours, all 
the artillery, anjmunition ?ind bajggage, con- . 
jGfting of about: fix thoufand waggon?. Ge- 
neral Marderfelt having pofted a Major 
with three hundred Swedes in the town, fur- 
rendered aUb n^xt day at difcretion, with 
JTome hundreds more, who had retired du- 
ring the engagement. 

Amongft the prifoners, befides the com- 
manding General, were four Swedijh colo- 
nels, five lieutenant-colonels, upwards of 
thirty-five majors, captains and fubalterns in 
proportion. The Swedijh prifoners amount- 
ed in whole to two thoufand nine hundred 
and fix, bfefides wounded ; the killed near to 
two thoufand^ 

The Ruffians and Saxons had pear to 
' ^ree thoufand men killed and wounded. 

King Augujius fent all the ToUp prifo- 
pers to the Crown-general, who let them 
all go free, on promife never to take, arm^ 
^ereafter againft the King and republic : 
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Jbe alfo releafed General Marderfeltj on gi- B o k; 
vmg his parole that General Adam Weid VII, 
Ihould be exchanged for him: he was a ^^-'^^^- 
fiivourite pf Prince MenzekofTsy and had 
beep detained prifoner at the firft affair of 
]N^arva. 

The Czar when he got the accounts of 
this viftoiy was fo well pleafed, that he 
gratified the generals >vith his pi^ure fet 
with diamonds; the colonel? and lieutenant* 
colonels with a med^l in gold, (his eiEgies) 
fet alfo with diamonds, and fuitable pre- 
fents to all the reft. 

Vxinct Menzekoff z£tct this victory, pro-? 
pofed to Auguftus to march into Saxony, 
with their viftprious troops, and attack the 
King <:£ Sweden^ in his own country, where 
all his faithful fubjefts wpuld infallibly join 
them : the King replied, that they were not 
ftrong enough for fuch an enterprizc ; the 
Prince faid as for that, he would write to 
the Czar, who upon fo good, a defign would 
enter into Toland with an army of fixty 
thpufand men: but the King had other 
views, his thoughts being wholly taken up 
in procuring the beft conditions for himfelf 
he could. The generals, Brant and Renn^ 
fcconded Prince Menzekoj^m this propofal, 
but nothing could prevail with the King to 
undertake it ; for \be{ides the rifk of being 
defeated, he thoug;ht; the carrying fuch a 
*' '" ' ' ' numerous 
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Book numerous army into Sayony would entirely 
VIL ruin the country, fo that he judged how- 
y>y^r^ ever hard the King oli Sweden % terms might 
be, he would ftill thereby fave his heredi- 
tary dominions, which he thought prefer- 
able to the uncertainty of the war. 

King Auguftm had before the battle of 
Califh^ given full power to his two coni- 
miffaries, Baron D'Jt^^^^ and Monf. Finjien 
to treat with the King of Siveden^ and con- 
clude a peace on what conditions he would, 
even to renounce the crown in favours of 
King Stanijlaus. Thefe plenipotentiaries 
were fo diligent, that having received their 
powers at Novogrodek on the 1 6th of Au^ 
King Au'g^ft^ a treaty was concluded on the 25th of 
gujlus September following at Altranjihdt, near to 
d£o!r- ^'^^Pfi^h (where the King of Sweden had 
able peace his quarters) on very few articles : the chief 
with the was, his renouncing for ever the crown of 
SnJdenAt ^^^^^^ ^^ favours of Stanijlaus, which was 
Altran- of itfclf null; ' for by the laws of the coun- 
Jlai/t. i^y^ no King of Tolmd can renounce the 
crown in favours of any who is not unani- 
moufly chofen by the republic. 

It is eafy to judge whether tlie Czar had 
feafon to be pleafed with this treaty, where- 
in King Auguftus had not only renounced 
the crown, and aclcnowledged King Stani- 
ftatis^ but given up his alliance with the 
Czar, obliging himfelf never to give him 

afliftance 
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affiftance in any event ; likeways, to deliver Book 
up to the King oi Sujeden^ his General and Vll. 
plenipotentiary Mr. Tatcul. But what did ^^>"><^ 
this peace advantage King Augujius? It 
did not better his fituation in anyfhape: 
the King of Sweden continued ftill in Sa- 
xony^ raifing exorbitant contributions, be- 
fides the having his army fubfifted; fo that 
it rendered his fituation more deplorable 
than ever, which he acknowledged himfelf 
fome tiine after to the States-general,, in a 
letter. What he w^^ote to Stanijlaus by 
the King of Sweden's orders, muft have 
been much againfl: the grain with him« 
His letter and Stanijlaus'^ anfwer are cu- 
rioflties in their kind. 



King AUGUSTUSES Letter 
toKingSTANISLAUS. 

Sir and Brother, 

^ A S I am obliged to have a regard to 

* ±\ the King or Sweden's defire, I can- 

* notfliim congratulating your majefty upon 

* your getting the crown, tho' perhaps the 

* advantageous treaty which that King* has 

* lately concliided for youi; majefty, might 

* have cxcufed me from this correfpondence : 

* however. 



L^VN-^ 
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Book* however, 1 do congratulate your majefty, 
VIL * befeechingGoD, that ybur fubjefts may 
^ be more faithful to you than they have 
* been to me/ 

AUGUSTUS KING. 

Ltepfick^ j^pril 
8th 1707^ 



STANISLAUS'S Anfwen 

Sir and Brother, 

THE correlpondeince with your ma- 
jefty is a frefh obligation I owe to 
* the King of Sweden. I have a due fenfe 
of the compliments you make me upon 
my coming to the throne; and I hope 
my fubjefts fhall have no ground to fail 
in their fidelity to me, as I fhall obferve 
the laws of the kingdom/ 



e 



STANISLAtrS King of Poland. 



The Czar, by this unfaithful ftep of his 
ally, was obliged to alter his mealures en- 
tirely. Narva was by this time well for- 
tified, as alfo ;Sfir. Tetersburgh and Cronftat; 
fo that he was in no pain about what his 

enemy 
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enemy could attempt on that quarter, tho' Book 
the Swedijb Admiral advanced with his VIL 
fleet, and lay at anchor before Ratujarjiy v.^-^^w^ 
but without oflFering to 'land any. troops. 
General Meydel too, in concert with the 
Admiral, marched with a ix>dy of five thou- 
fand men towards St. Tetersburghy which 
obliged the Czar (though too late in the 
fealbn) to befiege Wiburgh^ the capital of 
Carelia^ by taking of which, he would re- 
move his enamy to a greater diftance^ The ^j^^ j^^r 
High-admiral Appraxin^ therefore, having /tf^w be- 
under his command eighteen thoufand fopt^s^ (^'' 
and dragoons, inverted it in the month of "'^ ' 
Otiobery but without fuccefs, the Sw^dijh 
General having provided the place with all 
things neccflary for a good defence, be- 
fides, having the fea open ; fo that the Ad- 
miral after having thrown in more than 
a thoufand bombs into the town, abandoned 
the fiege for that time, and returned to St. fc«t with<» 
"Petersburgh. The Swedijh Governor, Ma- J^J^^^^' 
jor-general Lubekir, as the Rujftans retired, . * 
ordered out a party of foot and horfe to 
beat up their rear, but without effeft, never 
daring to advance within cannon-fhot of 
them, they made their retreat in fo good 
order. 

Th^Czar was all this while with his 

army, commanded by Marftial Dgilvie^ on 

the confines of Toland; whence he wrote a 

. Vol. L G g . letter 
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Book letter to the republic, defiring them not to 
VII. be difcouraged, for, tho' their King had 

^•^"^^"^ abandoned them, he would proteft and de- 
fend th^, not only againft their common 
enemy the King of Sweden^ but againft all 
others : exhorting them never to fubmit tOy 
nor acknowledge Stanijlaus for their King* 
Whereupoh the Primate, togetlier with many 
of the chief fcnators, who were moft of them 
u4ugujlui^ creatures, anfwered the Czar's 
letter in a moft fubmiffive manner, acknow- 
ledging the great honour and favour he did 
them in taking the republic under his pro- 
teftion ; that they would adhere firmly to 
their late alliance, and never abandon him, 
iior acknowledge Stanijlaus King of ^o- 
land, no, not in the worft of events. Af^ 
ter which, .the Czar met with feveral of the fc- 
nators at Zolkiaw^ where he renew^ what 
he had promifed in his letter by word of 
mouth, and they the fame to him ; where- 
with both parties feemed fatisfied. But he 
being exceedingly picqued againft King ^«- 
guftus^ firft, for making a feparate peace 
without his knowledge; and in the fecond 
place, for delivering up to the common e- 
nemy his General and Ambaffador Mn Tat- 
cul; he wanted above all things to- have 
an interregnum declared, and that the Pri- 
mate, as is cuftomary, fhould manage mat- 
ters until af]&irs cleared up; which (he faid) 

he 
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he hoped, by Go d's affiftance, would very Book. 
fbon happen to the great advantage of the VIL 
republic: and at the fame time, hepropofed ^-^"^^"^ 
they fliould declare both King Augujius and 
Staniflaus for ever incapable of pplTefling 
the throne. All the fenatbrs preftnt went ' 
frankly into the vpropofal, yet would take 
nothing on them being fo few, but remit- 
ted the whole to the council of Limberg; 
where moft of the fenators met in the month 
o£ February 1707. About this time, Prince llo^. 
Wiefnowttjky Great-general of Lithuania^ j^^^r^^ 
declared for Stanijlaus^ on promife of fuc-w///^^ 
ceeding to the command of Great-general J^^J?^ ^^^ 
after Count Sctpega^ death: ' he joined Ge- 
neral Leve'nhaupt with all his troops, and • 
treated the Ruffians as enemies every where. 
The Czar took it heinoufly ill, that (af- 
ter the ftrongeft affurances both by word 
and write to the contrary) he had forgot 
the many favours he had received from him ; 
particularly, that of being advanced to the 
command of the Lithuanian army by his 
intereft, befides fcveral large funis of mo- 
'ney he had been fupplied with from time to 
time ; and laftly, that for fomc time paft 
he had not anfwered his letters, nor allow- 
ed his refident (whom he kept by him) to 
write. And for thefe reafons, with con- 
fent of many of the fenators, he got Oginjky 
Starojla of Samoitia appointed and declared 
G g 2 Great 
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]3 o o K Great-general of Lithuania. Prince Jf^ief- 

VII. noivitjky being no more fupplield with money 

^-^^^^^ from the Czar, moft part of the forces ui>- 

der his command left him, and repaired to 

Oginjkyy whom the Czar fupplied, and who_ 

continued firm to the laft. 

, Sniegilfkyy the beft partifan belonging to 

the parti- King Augufius\ party, alfo changed fides, 

fan Sme^^xa fome harfh language and difobltgment he 

*'*^- jnet with from Prince Mentekoff; whereat 

the Czar was fo offended, that he took his 

favourite heartily to taflc after his ufual 

manner. Smegiljky not only joined ^^ni-- 

Jlaus himfelf, butfet at liberty the Woywodc 

of Kiow J Tolotskjy alfo Count Ttfr^-a;, be- 

fides carrying fome hundreds o( Ruffians 

^prifoners to the Swedes. 

The Czar during the winter took all the 
neceffary me^ures for recruiting, and iup* 
porting his numerous army, in order to op- 
pofe the Swedes J whom he expefted either 
. into 'Liihuani a or Livonia at the opening of 
the campaign ; but they entered neither of 
tliem, to the Czar's exceeding good luck, 
and the King of Sweden^ irrecoverable lofs ; 
fo that in the beginning of the year 1707, 
the Czar had in "Poland an army of forty 
thoufand foot and thirty thoufand dragoons, 
befides twenty regiments more he expefted 
from Mofcow and elfewhere, without reck- 
oning the troops he had in Courlandy 

Ijivoma, 
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Li'mnia^ &c. aitd havkig fure accounts that B o o K 
the King of Sweden was not to leave Sa^ VII. 
xony foon, he fent his minifter, Prince Gre- ^^^^^"^ - 
gorj Do/goru'kjy to Ltrnherg^ where the great 
council was to' afiemble in the beginning of 
the month of February. DolgQruky found 
{as he eypefted) the whole fenators in pcr- 
fe^ good imderftanding with his mafter the 
Czar. The Primate and moft of the fenatcffs, 
as has been already faid, were King Augu^ 
fius\ creatures, and were fure if Simiflaus 
jMTevailed, to lofe their pofts and prefer- 
ments; fo that it appou^ed no difficult mat-* 
ter to the Czar to bring them into his mea* 
furcs : they all unanimoufly begged a-ncw^ 
that his majefty would take the republic un* 
der his proteftion j which his minifter Prince 
IJolgorukj affured them he would, and ne- 
ver in any event abandon them. Then as 
to the fubfiftaice of the Ruffian army, the 
council agreed, that there fliould be allowed 
an hundred and forty thoufand pound of 
bread a-day to fcventy thoufand mep, with 
.forage. 

On the nth, the council being full, the The great 
qucftion was propofed whether they had a council of 
King or not? and after having confidered ^^'jl'^^^ 
King ^uguftus's conduft, his retreat, and the thron? 
treaty with- the enemy, by which he re- ▼acant. 
nounced the crpwn, the thropie was declar- 
ed 
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Bo oKcd vacant: then they appointed a dyct to 

VIL be held at Lublin in die month of May. 

^-^^^^^^ In the mean time, they caufed aflemble the 

TOimcd^at provincial dyets, and alfo wrote to and ex- 

Lublin. horted thofe of the oppofite party to repair 

to the faid dyet, (promifing them all fafety) 

that they might confer together, and unani- 

moufly purfue the moft effeftual means for 

their common defence. The Primate alfo 

wrote letters to feveral foreign powers, defi- 

' ring they would not acknowledge any for 

King of Toland, but theperfon who fhould be 

dio^n by the free votes of all the orders of 

the republic: then the Great-general of the 

crown, Fineasky^ prefented a letter to the 

council, which he had that day received 

from the Czar, in thefc words : 

The * Since the King of Sweden has carried 

Czar's let- ^ his point fo far as to take the crown from 

* King Auguftus^ and by his fole authority, 

* without a free eleftion, has conferred it on 

* another, it is not to be doubted, but that 

* he willjiext ufe all the means he can 

* think of, to create a raifunderftanding bc- 

* twixt the moft ferene republic and us. In 

* order thereto, his minifters at foreign 
' courts have fpread a report, as if there 

* was a treaty going to be entered into be- 
^ twixt him and us. I do not deny, that 
^ whilft at Stditza^ I fhewed before a io^ 

^ reiga 



tcr. 
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reign miniftcr (as the duty of a Chriftian Book 
obliged me) fome inclination towards VII. 
peace, but never a feparate one, (fuch a ^-^^^^^^ 
thought never entered w^itjhin ray breaft) 
but to treat publickly in concert with the 
republic, by miniftcrs appointed by them 
and us ; fo that we hereby declare, that 
we fhall never enter into any private or 
feparate treaty, by no channel or mediati- 
on whatfoevcr, feeing the faith and repur 
tation of a monarch confifts in the religi- ' 
ous obfervance of treaties, which ought to 
be p^;*eferrcd to all private interefts imagin- 
able. We alfo declare, that we will ad- 
here conftantly to the treaties concluded 
betwixt the republic and us ; which we 
fhall always obfer\'e with the utmoft ex- 
aftnefs. This is what we thought fit to 
inform you of, recommending you be- 
' fides, to the protection of the Most 
High/ 

This letter gave occafion to the council . 
to depute fome of their members to ZoU 
kiovj (where the Czar had all thib time con- 
tinued) to make his majefly* their hearty 
acknowledgements for his favourable difpo- 
fitions towards the republic ; as alfo to con 
cert meafures in the prefent fituation of 
affairs. . 

Some days after, the Czar, the Czaro- '^^5 ^^^^ 
wiph, Prince Mmzehff and 9thers arrived Umberg. 

at 
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'BooKUmberg^ where his majcfly was received 
VIL by the fenators with ail the ceremonies and 
"^^"^^"^ marks of rcfpeft and confidence imaginable : 
' he ailifted at their deliberations^ and omit- 
ted nothing that could engage the fenators 
M declare and confirm in this council, the 
Royal confederacy oi Sondoinir; and that 
all their refolutions fhould be confidered as 
the effefts and fequel of that confederacy : 
the refolution to declare the thrcme vacant, 
was confirmed : then, after the fenators had 
held feveral conferences amongft themfelves, 
as alfo with the Czar's minifters, they 
concluded in the following words : 

^We fenators ;md confederate ftates of 
the republic and crown oiToland, and 
of the great dutchy o£ Lithuania^ zher 
having eftablilhed amongft us the founda- 
tion of a ftrift alliance and fincerc cor- 
refpondence; as alfo, having unanimoufly 
refolved to maintain the general confede- 
racy of Sandomiry have continued our de- 
liberations in the manner following : We 
have given a public audience to his Cza-' 
rifh majefty's minifters, with whom we 
have had feveral conferences : after which, 
we refolved on our part to fend deputies 
to his faid majefty, to fignify to him our 
moft hrarty acknowledgments and conti- 
nuation ^ of our friendftiip ; as alfo, to 
declare our intention of putting in execii- 

* tiop 
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* tion the articles of alliance concluded be- B o o ic 

* twixt us, and to reprefent to him our V^l. 

* grievances, in regard of his troops : ' and ^-^^""^^^ 

* though the(c deputies have riot delivered 

* his refolutions to us on certain articles, 

* fuch as we could have wiftied, they have 

* neverthelefs obtained from his imperial 

* majefty an order to evacuate and' deliver 

* up to us all the towns in the Tolijh Uk- 

* raine, occupied heretofore by . Colonel 

* Tallie; fo that we have appointed com- 

* miflaries with troops, to receive and take 

* pofleflion of the faid towns. We have 

* alfo confirmed thofe who were appointed ^ 

* by jthe great council, to have infpeftion 

* jointly with his Czarifh majefty's deputies, 

* that no difordcrs be committed by his 

* troops/ 

By this conclufion, one would think there 
was ' a great harmony betwixt his Czarifh 
majefty and the council of Limberg, fup^ 
ported by the two following declarations, 
one from the Czar, and the other from the 
confederates; but how fincere the generali- 
ty of the "Poles were, will very foon appear- 
' TETER the firft, by the Grace The 
of God, fovereign of all Rujpa, &c. Czar's c!^. 
in confequence of our oath on the con- ^^^^^^^^^.^ 
clufion of a perpetual peace betwixt us 
and the republic ofTolanrI, we oblige 
ourfelvcs to obferve fmccrdy, rcHgicufly 
Vol. I. ' H h ^ aiid 
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and unalterably our alliance with the faid 
republic; and that until the finifhing of 
the war, or making peace with the enemyi 
wherein the republic is to be comprehend- 
ed, we never will abandon the faid re- 
public in adverfity nor profperity: wc 
never fhall conclude a feparate treaty, but 
on the contrary, will adhere to, proteft 
and defend the republic in its rights, free 
eleftion, and privileges, againft our refpc- 
ftive enemies, the King ^^ Sweden and his 
adherents : we never will acknowledge any 
for King of 3Poland^ but him who fhall 
be fet upon the throne by the unanimous 
election of the faithful confederates of 
the republic : we fhall not in any ways 
meddle with the aifairs of ftate, but fhall 
leave the fenators at full freedom in their 
approaching election. In fine, we fhall 
make no demands on the republic, and 
fhall execute faithfully all the articles of 
the treaty concluded betwixt us and them, 
on the word of a Prince, e^v. At Lim- 
berg^ ihoi ^oi\\ oi March 1707/ 
The council on the other fide declared 
themfelves as follows : * We fenators aflem- 

* bled at the great council of Limberg, in 

* confequence pf the confederacy of Sando-^ 

* ;?;/>, by virtue of the promife the Czar has 

* given us In writing, have in return given the 
' following afTuranccs to his majefty. In the 

firfl 
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firft place, that we fliall never defift from pro Book 
fefling the Roman catholic religion, nor VIL 
from fupporting and maintaining our liber- '<'^^^'^. 
ties, rights and privileges of a free eleftion, 
nor from the treaty concluded betwixt the 
Czar and us, which we have confirmed ; 
that we ftiall enter into no treaty with 
our adverfaries without the Czar, but that 
we fhall jointly defend and maintain our 
rights and privileges, and never fhall hear-' 
ken to any propofal, tho' ever fo advan- 
tageous, nor acknowledge any for our 
King, but him who fhall be raifed to the 
throne by the faithful confederates of the 
republic, without ever having recourfe to, 
or taking part with die Swedes ; that wc 
ever fhall oppofe the common enemy and 
his adherents, employing againft them our 
troops, our lives and fortunes, jointly 
with his Czarifli majefty's army ; whom 
we fhall never abandon, ' neither in adver* 
fity nor profperity. We declare, that wc 
will adhere to the prefent alliance inviol-* 
ably during the courfe of the war, an J 
until we fhall obtain an advantageous 
peace : to all which, we oblige ourfelvcs 
in confequence of the faid confederacy, - 
and of our oaths on the words pf gentle- 
men. In teftimony of which, we have 
fubfcribed thefe prefents at Lhnher^ the 
30th qE March 1707/ 

H h at Thli 
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Book This aft was figned by eighteen fcnajt:or«, 
VIL the Primate Szenibick\ and the Great-gene- 
^^-''^^^^ ral of the crowp, ^Sineajkyj at their head. 
The Czar after having received thefe affur- 
ances, wherewith he was well pleafed, re- 
turned to Zolkiow with the Czarpwich and 
Menz^kofF; where, feeing his enemies had 
fpread a report as if he defigned to^ propofc 
his fon at the dyet of Lublin as candidate 
for the crown, conceiving how prejudicial 
fuch a report might be to their common in- 
terefls, ordered his fon for Mofcow ; and to 
convince the ^oles how ferious he was to 
put in execution the articles of this treaty, 
caufed pay eight hundred thoufand florins 
for the fubfiftanpe of the ^$lijh 2nd Lithu- 
anian troops. 
The Czar After which, he ordered his armies to 
takes mca- march different routs, as well to procure 
iwneaing ^^^^ eafier fubfiftence, as to cover the ap- 
the dyctatproaching dyet from being infulted by the 
lui/in. enemy. jMarfhal Sheremetoff^ with thirty 
thoufand men was ordered into the Woy- 
wodefhip oi Cracow ; where to his no fmall 
furprizc, he was joined by fifteen hundred 
Rujfians^ who had been fent the year before 
into Saxony^ auxilliaries to King ^^ff^^^j* .• 
end, as the King of Sweden played the ma- 
. fter abfolutely in Saxony, nothing could 
pleafe him but to have thefe troops delivered 
up to him prifoncrs of war; which the 

Saxon 
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Saxon commiffarics in their treaty at jUtran- Book 
Jiadt had agreed to. But Colonel Rentzely VII. 
who commanded the Ruffians^ getting time- ^-'^^''^^ 
ly notice thereof, withdrew from Saxony^ 
and marched into Morw^ua by the conni- 
vance and .afliftance^ of the Prince of B^ ' 
routh ; then continued his route thi'ough 
the Emperor's country, under imperial co- 
lours, tiil he arrived iri TolanJ^ and joined 
the Marlhai near to Cracow. The Czar 
was fo well pleafcd with RentzePs conduft, 
that he advanced him to -the rank of a 
Major-general, and in a fliort time after to 
that of Lieutenant-general. 

About the end otMarch, Colonel Schults, Thcadhc- 
with his. own regiment, and about three rents of 
thoufand CoJJacks and Calmucks fell "pon^ and^thc*'* 
the famous partifan Smegilfhy at Lubrinjka ; King of 
where, after a hotdifpute which continued ^'^^^^^ 
about two hours, he defeated him entirely, ^^^^ ' 
killed and took prifoners about two thou-t 
fand men, not lofing on hi^ fide abov«" 
-three hundred. 

After which, the faid Colonel burnt and 
deftroyed all the lands belonging to the 
Stanijlaites where-ever he paffed, viz. the 
towns of Ravitz^ Cajanowa and Tolfjh Lijfa ; 
alfo in Lithuania^ the Ruffians reduced J?/-; 
chow after a vigorous defence, and obliged 
-the garrifon to furrender at difcretion. The 
Governor, (General J//»/^) with his bro- 

^th^ ' 
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BooKthcr and others, endeavoured to excufc 
VII. • themfelves, alledging they were obliged .to 
^^^'<^ obey what orders they received from Prince 
Wiefnowitsky ; whidi excufe the Czar had 
no regard to, but fent them all to the num- 
ber or three thbufand to Mo/cow^ with an 
hundred piece of cannon, ammunition, and 
other warlike ftores found in Bichow. 

The Ruffians^ tho' they had orders to 
dcftroy only the lands belonging to thofe who 
adhered to the King of Sweden and Stani^ 
Jlaus^ could not well diftinguifh which was 
which; fo that often the innocent fufFered 
with the guilty, which occafioned conftant 
complaints. 

Lieutenant-general Renn^ with a body of 
ten thoufand dragoons, marched towards 
DantZfckj which had by this time declared 
for StaniJlauSj fent to the magiftrates thefc 
following conditions ; which if they did not 
comply with, he would fet all round the 
town on fire. 

imoy That they fhould take down their 
cannon from their walls. 2do^ That they 
fhould turn out of the town all who were 
• in Stanijlaush intereft, and deliver up the 
Swedijh commiflary. 3//0, That they 
{hould pay to the Czar the yearly revenue 
the town was due to the King of Tolandy 
4/<?, A certain quantity of ammunition. 
Sto^ That the ^ujfian troops fhould be 

(juarterecf 
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quartered in the Verder. 6to, To furnifhBooK 
doathing for fifteen hundred dragoons. VIL 
ymoj Tents for ten thoufand men. Svoy ^^^r>r^ 
Bread for the army, ^no^ To renounce . 
(ot tvtx Stanijlaus. lomo^ A gratuity for 
the General. 

The Dantzickers would not go into thefc 
terms, but on the contrary prepared for 
their defence, and fent twelve hundred men 
under the command of a Colonel into the 
Verder; fo that General Renn having no 
artillery^ notwithftanding his high demands, 
thought fit to leave Dantzick for this time^ 

The King of Sweden all this while con-^ 
tinued in Saxony, playing as much the fove- 
reign in all that country as ever he had 
done in Sweden; fo that none durft difpute^j^^ ^. 
his orders. The court of France, whofeof^w^^^?;* 
advantage it was, the longer he continued in rafter ia 
Germany, flattered hk ambition wkh thc^''*^^* 
hopes of becoming mediator of the diiFe- 
rences betwixt the courts of France and 
Spain, and the allies ; whofe intercft it was, 
on the other hand, to ufe all poffible means 
to induce the King of Sweden to quit Ger- 
many, the Emperor having gone into all 
his mcafures.' The Duke of Marlborough ar- . 
rived in Saxony,- being fent by the Queen* of 
Great Britain znd the reft of the allies, to^,^^^^j^^ 
negociate that affair; and having had a con- of Mart- 
ferencc with Count Tiper^ the Kin^ of l^orough 

Sweden\ 
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Book Snvfien^t firfl: miniftcr, and then an audience 
VII. of the King, (whm he found as intent as be 
^^^<^ could have wiflied tb be revenged of the 
fcreocT"*^^") leftAz:x(9»7 after three days ftay, 
with the without making any propofals to the King ; 
King of ^^Q thought he had it in his power to ob- 
• "^ ^' lige both parties ; firft, by attacking and re- 
ducing the Czar ; then, after ending matters 
in Kujfia^ to return in good time, and be- 
come mediator betwixt the allies and the 
|rwo above-mentioned crowns. 

The Czar all this while intent on fetting 
up a competitor *to Staniflaus^ who would 
The Czar have at leaft as good a right to the crown 
Ambaffr. ^* *^^' fent Prince Ar/zr^^/wAmbaflador to the 
dor to the Pope, left after King Augujius had renoun- 
P^P^' ccd the crown vaStanljlaus' % favour, his Holi- 
nefs might be perfuaded to acknowledge 
him. Prince Kurakin in the firft audience 
acquainted the Pope of his mafter the Czar s 
good inclination towards the holy fee, that 
he had built a convent for the capuchins, and 
allowed the free exercife of the Roman ca- 
tholic religion over his whole empire ; which 
gave hopes of the long wiflied for re-ilnion 
of the Greek and Latin churches : this 
able minifter fo fatisfied his holinefs, that 
he returned to his mafter with full and 
ample aflurances, that thePope never would 
acknowledge Stanijlaus as King of Poland. 

The 
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The Czar having carried this great point, Book 
his next defign was to prolong as far as he VII. 
could the King o£ Sweden's continuing in ^--^v>w' 
Sdxonj : his firft thoughts were to attack 
him with an army far luperior to his, and 
even march into Saxony in order thereto; 
but then apprehending that the dyet o£ Lu- 
blin would in his abfcnce come to no con- 
clufion, he fell upon a (econd expedient, 
which was the writing of letters to the The Czar 
Queen of Great Britain^ and to the States- ^"^^'^ ^^ 
general, enumerating all the good offices he j„ne and 
had done to KmgAuguJlus ; firft, that the states- 
without his afliftance, he never had been S*^'^^^^' 
King of "Toland; then the large fums of 
money and great armies he had from time to 
time during the war fupplied him with> in- 
treating, that they would not guarantie the 
late peace concluded betwixt him and the 
King of Sweden ; alfo, that they would 
write to the faid King, not to maltreat his 
Ambaflador Mr. Tatcul, whom King y^u- 
gttjlus contrary to his parole had delivered 
up.. But the Queen of Great Britain and 
the States-general being lb intent with the 
other allies, to leave no further room for 
the King o^ Sweden s continuing in Saxony y 
(which took the place of all other confidera- 
tions) went into the faid guarantie, and ne- 
ver (fo far as I could learn) did they make 

Vol. I. I i • ^ny 
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Bo OK any ftep in favour of the poor unfortunate. 
VL Tatcul. 

^•^"^^"^ The C^ar finding himfelf difappointed in 
his cxpeftations from Queen Anne and the 
States-general, notwithftanding the advan- 
tageous trade both^thefe nations iiad of a 
long time carried on with Rujfta^ (which he 
thought might incline them to grant him fo 
fmall a favour) had recourfe to another ex- 
pedient, which was, to fend an army of 
thirty thoiifand men of his beft troops into 
S'lvedij]) Tomer am a^ judging thereby that 
the King of Sweden would rather march 
with his army in defence of his own coun- 
try, than invade thofe of his neighbour's; 
by which the dyet of Lublin would have 
time to put their deliberations in execution* 
But this could not be done without having* 
leave of the King of Trujfta to march 
through a part of his country, which he 
would at this junftui'e by no means grant. 

The Czar had all this time continued in 
his quarters at Zolkiow^ iirging the fenators 
to aftemble the dyet at Lublin ; where in 

The CtzT the interim, he publifhed an univerfalia, in- 

publifhes vitiuff Princc fFiefnowit/ky and others to 

an univcr- P . * -^ i zi t i i • it 

faiia. repair to it, where they mould be in all 

fafety, to concur with him, and with the 

, confederate fenators, and' agree upon the 

moft effeftual means for their common fe- 

curity 
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curity and intcreft, which could ^not well Book 
be done by any other means than by a VII. 
hearty union amongfl: themfelves. \^r^r^ 

Wiefnowitjky for himfelf and others, /^/>>^- 
caufed publiftia counter univerfalia, ^bere- ^^-^ P^^* 
in he declared, that he would not have de-,nothcr, 
parted from the confederates, if he had not 
feen the inevitable ruin of the republic fo 
long as they continued divided under the 
n>anagement of two fuch powerful poten- 
tates at variance, but of two evils the leaft 
was to be chofen ; therefore, he invited all 
in general to adhere to King Stanijlaus^ un- 
der the protection of the magnanimous King 
of Sweden^ who was a Prince of fuch un* 
queftionable honour and veracity, that the 
republic had nothing to fear from him. 
Whereas the Czar of Ruffia^ as all his pre- 
deceffors. ever fince the rife . of that mo- 
narchy, had ever attempted the deftruftion 
* of Poland: for inftance, the prefent havock 
and opprcfllon all ranks of people met with 
from the irregular and cruel proceedings of 
his troops, fparing neither friend nor foe, 
Xakeas, the maffacre of the ^oles at Lu- 
brinska^ with the taking of Bichow^ where 
he not only fent all the ToUp prifoners to 
Mo/cow^ but alfo the whole artillery, am- 
munition and warlike (tores found in that 
place, which are efFefts properly belonging 

to the republic ; fo that (added he) I leave 

I* ^ * ^ 
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B o o K it to every one to judge what can be ex- 
VII. pefted but utter ruin and deftruftion by 
^^"■^''^' adhering to the Czar, 

It is true, tliat when the reins are let 
loofe to the foldiery in burning and deftroy- 
ing countries, it is not to be imagined but 
great difordcrs muft be committed : but the 
Czar did all he could to prevent it, by 
fending repeated orders to the generals to 
take under their fpecial proteftion all lands 
and eftates belonging to the confederates of 
Sandomir : he alfo promifed to the dyet 
which had met at Lublin the 22d of May, 
to reftore to the republic the town of J?/- 
chow, and the whole artillery, (^c. he had 
caufed tranfport to Mofcow, wherewith 
they were a little pacified. 

After which, the Czar repaired in perfon 
to Lublin efcof ted by his guards, and ac- 
companied by the ambafladors oi Denmark 
and Truffia, together with Count Berejini, 
The Czar^^^^ from Prince Ragotzky head of the mai- 
rcfufes contents in Hungary^ demanding fuccours 
^r"^'^''" both of men and money, making offer at 
offcrf ^ the fame time of their crown to his fon the 
Czarowich ; which the Czar generoufly re- 
fufed^ declaring he would not interfere nor 
. . give occafion to his good ally the Emperor 
of Germany, to become his enemy. 

The Czar had not made any ftay at Lu- 
hlinj before he difcovered the fentiments of 

moft . 
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moft of the members; and, finding thatBooK 
they eould not be depended upon, thought VIL 
fit to lay before them thefe three propofi- ^^-^'-^^^ 

Ftrji, That they fhoud declare the throne at Lut/in. 
vacant, and proceed to the eleftion of a 
King. 

. Secondly^ That they fhould frame a nexr 
form of oath, by which the fenators fhould 
oblige themfelves to adhere inviolably and 
faithfully tp him. ' 

Thirdly, That agreeable to their engage- 
ments, they fhould give furety for their 
firm adherence to their alliance. 

To thefe propofitions, the members of 
the dyet anfwered, they had not as yet fuf- 
ficient affurance that King Auguflus had 
altogether renounced the crown; that there- 
fore they behoved to be allowed fbme time 
to fend into Saxony to know the determined 
will of that Prince ; that he had aftually 
caufed arreft Fingjlen and Imhoff his two 
plenipotentiaries at Altranjladt, which gave 
ground to believe that he difapproved of 
the treaty they had made. The fenators 
further propofed, that his Czarifh majefly 
fhould find guaranties for his promifes, in 
favours of him who fhould be elefted, and 
of the republic. 

The Czar made anfwer, that their pre- 
tended ignorance of King Angujius's not 

having 
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Book having akogether renounced the crown, was 
VK. frivolous, the faft being univerfally known 

\r<^ fo far, that the Queen of Great Britain and 
the States-general 'had guarantied the faid 
treaty ; that therefore, without prejudice to 
their liberties, he would propofe for candi^ 
dates to the crown, the Great-general Si- 
neasky^ the Wpy wode of Mazovia^ Komun- 
toskyj the Vice-chancellor Szembeck^ and 
the fword-bearer of the crown, Count Da«^- 
hoff^y ail of them having done very important 
fervicc to the republic. The Czar added, 
that any of the four they plcafed to cleft, 
might be aflured he would ftand by him as 
much as the King of Sweden did by Stani^ 
Jlaus. This was doing thefe four gentle- 
men no fmall honour, in giving them the 
preference before all the princes, and other 
grandees o£Toland; efpecially from a Prince 
who knew mankind fo well as the Czar 
did. 

The Primate was amongft the firft that 
approved of the Czar's propofal, and told, 
that there was a neceffity of declaring the 
throne vacant ; and tho' he met with oppo- 
fition from feveral of the fenators, never-' 
thelefs, he knew fo well how to manage them, 
that at laft it was refolved to declare the 
throne vacant, and to publifh an interreg- 
num ; after which, a dyet was to be held 
8t Novogredecky as much to reunite the two 

nations, 
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nations, as to eleft a King under the pro^ Book 
teftion of. the Czar. VII. 

If all the members of the dyet of £.«- v>->rxy 
bh'n had a«ed with as much zeal as thej?^""^' 
Primate, they had come to a full conchific«i the dyct* 
in this aflembly ; but moft part of theniem- 
bers were for prolonging the time by de- 
lays, which the Czar came very foon to 
underftand ; and that their only hopcJs were, 
that the King of Sweden would with his ' 
viftorious army foon leave Saxony, and re- 
turn into Poland, where he would diffipate 
all thefe imaginary fchemes ; moft of the 
fenators in that event being determined to 
acknowledge King Stani/lausy and hoping to 
gain his, favour by their prefent delays. 

The Czar ill this fituation, feeing plainly 
that he had nothing to depend on but his 
own force, chofe rather to continue the war 
in Toland than carry it into his own coun- 
try; and having his armies in moft countries 
over zWToland, he fcnt orders to his gene-^ 
rals to obferve the King of Sweden's moti- . 
ons, to difpute all panes, and deftroy all 
the bridges, particularly thole of the Vijiu-* 
la^ when they found themfelves no more 
able to oppofe him ; then to burn and de- Potanin* 
ftroy all the countries through which he^^S**'- 
was to pafs, that he might not fubfift with 
his army: which orders were but too well 
put in cxecutiofi by the Ruffians^ Coffacks 

and 
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Boo HznACalmucks. All that was valuable they 
VIL carriecl off, and the reft they burnt, which 
^^^'^^ ruined both great and fmall, and occafioned 
fuch . a prodigious clamour, that Count 
Danhoff came with complaints to his ma- 
jefty that his troops fparcd neither friend 
nor foe, but burnt and deftroyed where- 
ever they marched, without diftinftion. 
TheQzar told him, that by their delays 
they had forced him to purfue thefe mea- 
iures, which he thought moft conducive, for 
keeping off and annoying his enemies, being 
perftiaded that he had nothing to depend 
upon but his own power > that he would 
neverthelefs continue to proteft the faithful 
femators, who had entered into an alliance 
with him, provided they continued firm, 
and never in any event acknowledge Stani-- 
Jlaus for King. 
The King The King of Sweden having at laft, on 
of Sive- the J ft oi September broke up from Altran- 
traordina.y^^^^ direfted his march for Toland^ and as 
ry ▼ifit to he paffed near to Drefden, tlie capital of Sa- 
^^ ^^^' xony^ accompanied by an EugUJh peer (the 
^" "'' Earl of Peterborough) and an Adjutant on- 
ly, took it in his head to pay a vifit, and bid 
adieu to King Atigujius : the peer, though 
he was a perfon of as much refolution as 
himfelf, endeavoured to diffuade him from 
that defign. But as this Prince was always 
unadvifeabJc, he wcyuld needs go ; where, 

and 
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ftfter having vifited the Queen of ToImd^ooK. 
and the Eleftrefs dowagef, he \vent and VII. 
brcakfafted with the King : after breakfaft v.^^v'^ 
he viewed the fortifications, then embraced 
^nd took idave of King Augufius^ who did 
hot offer him the leaft injury. 

The Czar ix, this time was at Grodno^ 
ivhete being informed that the Kiiig ofSive- 
den had already entered Toland^ he went to 
Warfaw ahd called a council of war, where 
he gave the neccffary orders, leaving the 
command of his army to Marfhal Shercjjje- 
toff^^ then went himfelf to St. Tetersburgh^ in The Czar 
order to bring together mofl: of the forces g<^«s to 
and beft troops of the empire, to fwallow i^^^^^^^ 
tip the King of Sweden at once. 

Colonel Alexander Gordon was about this 
time releafed from his long Swedijh confine- 
merit, in exchange for Colonel Ejnjhield^ 
^ho had been taken prifbner by Marfhal 
Sheremetoffm Livonia : he met for the firft 
time with the Czar at ^lefkoiv^ oti his way 
to St. ^etersburgh, where he was received 
very gracioufly, arid ordered to return with 
him to the faid place. Being daily in com- 
pany with his nlajefly, amongft other dif^ 
courfe, he was pleafedto afkhim, what thd 
general opinion of the Swedes was, of 
the preferit fituattion of aiFairs? The Colo- 
nel, who very well knew the Czar's tem^ 
per, that he wanted to be fpoke to freely, 

Vol. t K k and 



258 ^c History of 

Book and without referve, told him that the 
VII. Swedes were generally of opinion, that, 

^^^^'T^ confidering the great fuccefs their King had 
had already, nothing was impoffible or too 
difficult for him, and that one decifive battle 
would put an end to the whole. Very well 
faid the Czar, we fhall take the beft care of 
that we can : we fhall fight with him a$ 
long as he has a mind, and perhaps not 
come to a decifive ftroke till it fhall be 
Judged convenient. The Colonel was a few 
days after advanced to the rank of a Briga- 
dier. 

The King The Rujjian generals behaved with abun- 
^f'^^V dance of conduft and feemed to be no more 

cult afraid of the Swedes ;^ (fo far matters? 

march, were chaHged) they difputedall pafles with 
the King of Sixreden^ particularly on the 
Viftula; which, finding imprafticable to 
pa6, the bridges being all defl:royed, he 
quartered his army all along, from Warfaw 
and Thortty in the Rqyal-Trujfta near to 
Dantzick. 

The Ruffian infantry were quartered be- 
twixt Kaven and Vrfa ;. the dragoons from 
Tjcozin to Grodno and Novogrodeck^ much 
upon their guard: the crown-army, com- 
manded by their Great-general Sineajky at 
Ukdowa, in Black-Rujfia, no ways capable 
to give any afliftance to the Ruffians. 
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In the interim, an Ambaflador from the B o o K 
Ottoman Torte came to congratulate the VII. 
King oi Sweden on his good fiiccefs; as al- ^-^^^^ 
fo, King StanJjlaus on his accefTion to the ^*^^^^^"^ 
throne, which alarmed the Czar not a little, congram- 
bur without reafon, for the King of Swe- if ^d by 

J r 1 * 1 r 1 ' • ' the Portrt 

den was lo much convmced or his own im- 
portance, that he neither accepted nor re* 
fufed an alliance with the Turks, but dif- 
jnifled the AmbaflTador with a compliment. 

However, the Gzar fearing the worft, or- The Czar 
dered fome troops into the Ukraine, that he f^"^^ ^** 

• 1 , 1 r • 1 1 \ gy* 1 1 troops 10* 

might not be lurprized by the Ti/r^j' ; then to the 
from St. Tetersburgh he went to MofcoWy ^^ram. 
•where his prefence was neceflary, both for 
caufing repair th-^ lofles the fire had occafi- 
oned in that city, (by reducing of fome thou* 
fands of houfes to aflies) and for punifhing in 
an exemplary manner the ring-leaders of a 
rebellion, formerly mentioned, in AjiracaH^ 
who had committed horrid cruelties, cutting 
the throats of all the foreigners, men, wo- 
men and children. This rebellion was 
thought to have been fomented by fome 
Strelitzes^ who had been banifhed to that 
country : it was at lad quelled by General 
fPeter ^ppraxin^ the Admiral's brother, The rc^- 
who cut to pieces moft of the rebels, and^'^^^^^'^" 
faved only the chief perfons, whom he fent puniaied, 
to Mo/cow^ to the number of an hundred 
5ind above ; where fome were broke upon 
K k 2 thq 
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Book the wheel, fome beheaded, and the reft 
yil. hanged, The Czaj: had the fatisfaftion afy- 

^-^^^ ter haying put an end to his weightier af- 
fair?, to fee the great royal difpenfary finifh- 
<rd ; whicli is one of the greateft orna- 
ments of the city : there are for ordinary 
eight apothecaries, as many apprentices, and 
upwards of forty journeymen, not only to 
furnilh drugs for the ufe of the armies and 
fleets, but alfo to ferye the whole empire^ 
which makes a great addition to the Czar's 
revenues, none other being tolerated withii* 
his majefty's dominions. 

There is alfo another branch of the Czar'g 
revenues, which may be here mentioned, viz. 
the breweries ; his majefty having over alj 
the towns and villages in this extenfiye em- 
pire, breweries called Cabacks^ where malt- 
fpirits, beer and mead are always fold for 
the profit of the Prince, none being allow- 
ed to brew 4ny of tbefe liquors for fale, 
the alehoufes and taverns being obliged to 
get thcmfelves fupplied from the Cabacks. 

?7o8. In the begjnniqg of the year 1708, the 

Gzar having pafFed the holy days at St/ Te-- 
tersburgh, received expriefles from MarfhaJ 
Sheremetoff and Prince Menzekoff^ that the 

JA^uS^^^S ^^^'^^^^^^^ taking the opportunity of 

psfTcs the the ice, h^d pafTed the Vijlula^ and was 

V'i/iula. in full march towards Lithuania. The 

RuJJiaHs who were quartered (as is already 

' • ' ' ; ' ' (aid), 
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faid), obfervijig the motions of the enemy, Book 
/et at the fame time all the i:ountry on VII. 
fire before them ; (b that nothing was to be ^^-^"^^^ 
feen but fmoke and flames. The Czar, 
jyhofe defign was always to keep the ene- 
my at as 'great a diftance from his own 
xountry as pojflible, repaired with all dili- 
gence to Grodno^ where he was refolved to 
idefend the pafTage of the Niemeny and 
haviijg ordered hi§ generals by no means to 
engage the enemy, but with a vifible advan- 
iage, he c^ufed fortify the bridge at Grodno, 
^nd entrufted the command of that poft to 
Prigadier Mansfield^ with a body of about 
two thoufand men. 

The King o£ Sweden ftill advanced, not-? 
withftanding the difficulties he met with, 
and came, accompanied only with fix hun- 
dred of his troops, and attacked the Rujfians 
with fuch fury, who were pofted at the 
faid bridge, fhat op the firft bnfet, he beat^^^'ccsAc 
them, and forced them to retreat under the ^rodll. 
>valls of Grodno. The Czar, who Was in 
the town, finding that the bridge was for- 
ped; ?ind being. informed, that the whole 
Sivedijh army were ready by break of day 
to invert the place, retired in the night with The czay 
his favourite, Prince MenzekofTytovfzvAsWil- rehires. 
na; but, having account that* the King of 
Sweden had only fix hundred of his troops, 
^hprewith he had forced the bridge, and 

takers 
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Book taken poflcffion of the town o£ Grodno, heor«» 
VII. dered a body of three thoufand men to 

"iy^"^^^ re-take the place, and make the King pri- 
foner ; but all the inhabitants having taken 
arms in defence of the Swedes, the Rujfians 
were obliged to abandon that enterprize. 

The Czar was fo ill pleafed with Briga-r 
dicr Mahsfield^s conduft in allowing himfelf 
to be beat from the bridge by fo few, hav- 
ing under his command near four to one of 
the enemy, that he caufed put him in arreft 
with defign to have him judged by a coun-» 
cil of war; but he fearing the worft, found 
means to break his arreft and went over to 
the enemy, where he gave the beft informa- 
tion he could of the condition and defigns of 
the Ruffians. The Czar rn the mean time 
fent orders to Prince Repnia and General 
Boivety who were quartered towards WoU^ 
ytia, in the moft fouthern parts of Ltthua^ 
nia, to march towards Min/ky and Toto^ 
fkyj in order to join him, if found necefla- 
ry: he Kkewife ordered the troops which 
were in Courland and Livonia to advance 
towards Toloczk on the fame defign ; and 
finding, that the King of Stveden was de- 
figned to purfue him clofe, and (as he had 
given out) to carry the war into the heart 
of Rujfta, or oblige the Czar to come to a 
decifive Battle, (by either of which the King 
thought furcjy to gain his point) he was as 

prwdcnt 
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prudent as the other was forward, and took all B o o K 
poffible meafures to prevent both ; and fied- VII. 
inghis defignshad fucceeded fo well hither- ^-^^^^"^ 
to, the Svjedip army being already dimi- 
niflied both in their men and horfes, for 
want of better provifions and forage, in fo 
violent a feafon, he went on in the fame 
manner, continuing to bum and deftroy aiji 
the countries through which the enemy de-» 
figned to march j and at the fame time, fentgj^^^ ^^ 
repeated orders to his generals, to fhun allming.to % 
occafions of coming to an aftion with the^*^^^- 
Swedes^ unlefs the advantage- was fo vifible 
that they could not fail of fucceis. 

The Czar after having left Wilna marched 
and quartered his troops betwixt Mohilon z,nd 
Orfuy near to the Borijihenes ; whence, hd 
had a fure retreat to Meizijlaw^ and from 
that tfo Smolenskoj the Coffacks and Col-^ 
mucks leaving nothing behind them but 
ruins and deftruftion ; fo that the King of xhc King 
Sweden was obliged to diiperfe his troops of .Jw^ir;* 
into quarters, where they continued until the ^J^P*^'^^ ^ 
month of May^ not being able to march into quar- 
for want of forage and all other ncceflaries «cn. 
of life. 

Neverthelefs there happened an aftion be- 
twixt Minfky^ and Bprifforcv / a body of the 
Swedijh cavalry and dragoons, attacked a 
part of the Rujftan army commanded by 
Marfhal Sheremetoffy who notwithftanding 

continued 
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B o o ic continued his march, keeping a ftrong guaf cf 
VII. in his rear, fo that the enemy could make 

^^^'^^^ nothing of it. 

Lieutenant-general Bov/er", aftef having • 
deftroyed moft places in Sivedijh Livonia^^ 
particularly the town of Derpt^ the fortifi- 
cations whereof were blown up and de- 
' molifhed, got orders from the Czar to march 
with the troops under his command through 
the frontiers of Courland and Lithuania to' 
join the great army at Smolenskoy or where 
they might happen to be. Brigadier Gor^ 
don J with three regiments of infantry and 
one of dragoons, became very . uneafy xa 

Wlefno^ Prince Wiefnowitsky^ whofe quarters he of- 

iwitsfy in- ten beat up, forcing him to retire from place? 

commod- ^^ place,, cutting down his troops, particu-' 
larly at Hori and Gorky; whereupon he 
was advanced to the charge of Major-gene- 
ral. 

Sineajky Great-general of the crown, was 
all this while in Black-Rujfia, giving no afi- 
ftance to the Czar but thundering out" 
univerfalia's againft Staniflaus and his adhe- 
rents, declaring them to be traitors to their 
country, exacting contributions (as the Rufi 
(tans had done) both from friend and foe. 
The truth is, he could not do niuch, thd 
troops under his command confifting moftly 
of horfe, and being ill payed and worfe cloath- 
cd. The recruiting the Rujftan dragoons 

and 
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ahd Sivedtjh cavalry had left fetv good horfes Book 
in the country : the Cojfacks and Calmucks VIL 
had alfo carried off great numbers of them. v.-^v></ 

The Czar after having croffed the Borljl- 
henes with a part of his army, where h6 
was joined by twenty thoufand recruits, 
marched to ^oloczk ; from thence he defign- 
ed to take a trip to St. Tetersburgh, to fee 
. what condition his fleet was in. This Prince, 
after fo great fatigue, fell ill of a dyfentery The c^at 
las he was upon the point of taking journey ;^*^^s ill. 
upon which, he repaired to Smolenjko, leav- 
ing the command of his arr^y to Marfhal 
Sheremetoff and the reft of the generals, af^ 
ter giving them what direftions and cautions 
he thought neceffary* 

The Rujftan fleet were not yet in condi- 
tion to ^eal with admiral Wachtmuffery who 
lay at Revel vivda a fleet, confifting of thirty 
fix men of war: notwithftanding which, 
Captain Zenavin made a defcent into Fin- 
land J and attacked a fmall place called J5(?r^fl', 
which he took, pillaged and burnt, then re* 
tired, carrying off moft of the young people 
for flaves. After this he attacked Biornco, and 
other fmall iflands, treating them in the fame tJic RuJ^ 
manner. About the fame time, Vice-admiral,/^«^ get 
Count Bars, with his gallies, took feveraPJ^^^^^'^'* 
veffels and barks, loaded with provifions for 
Stockholm, which he carried to St. Teters- 
burgh. All thefe advantages by fea (little as 

Vol. L LI they 
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Book they were) gave the Ctar no fmall pleafurei 
VII. and I dare fay, contributed more to his 

^■^^^^^' recovery than his phyficians. 

No fooncr was he recovered than be was 
obliged to take journey for his capital, in 
order to appeafe a fedition of the DoncoJ^ i 
Jacks occafioned by one Colonel Bolaivin^ 
induced thereto (as was generally believed) 
by Mazepa^ Hettman of the Ukraine Coffacks^ 
that he might thereby oblige the Czar to di- 
vide his army. It had effeft fo far, that the 
Czar ordered Dolgorukj^, with a body of 
twelve thoufand foot and dragoons, to pre- 
vent the confcquences of this rebellion: but 
thefe Cojfacks knowing nothing of their Co-* 
lonel's dcfign, when they under ftood that it 
was a rebellion againft the Czar, would have ta- 
XicnBolowin^ and fent him prifoner to Mofcovf 

SoIanuinS had he not prevented them, by taking a pi- 

^dition (J-qI and fhoo ting himfelfdeadj after which, 
' they carried his body to u^foph to the Go- 
vernor Mr. Apraxtn^ who caufed cut off 
his head and fent it to Mofcow : upon which 
Prince Dolgoruky was recalled, and ordered 
to join the army with his troops. 

The King of Swe)ien having Intelli- 
gence that the Hetfnmny . Mazepa^ had 
marched with an army of thirty thoufand 
Coffacksy to join a body of twelve thoufand 
Rujfuinsy commanded by General Gakz, 
who ftood entrenched at BorifoWy obferving 

the 
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the motions of the enemy, marched with a Bo o K 
defign to attack them. The Hettman^ who VIL 
had been fometime ago in good underftand- v,-ors^ 
ingwith his Srmedijh mz]ciiyy made no great 
hafte to forward his march ; fo that Gene- 
ral Goltz as the enemy advanced, broke up, 
and rietreated towards Mohiloiv ; where he 
was joined by a body of four thoufand dra- 
goons, commanded by Major-general Stoughy 
together with fpmc CoJ/acks and Calmucks^ 
who were continually employed in confum- 
Jng and burning the provifions before the e- 
nemy. The King of Sweden neverthelefs, , 
quickned his march with<Iefign to overthrow 
this body, but in vain, they ftill retreating 
before him and deftroying the bridges, and 
every thing elfe to retard his march : but at 
length, Goltz having joined Prince Repnin 
and Renn^ being now about twenty thou- 
fand foot and dragoons, Marfhal Shereme^ 
/<?^ joining them alfo with five thoufand dra-» 
goons more, a council of war was held: 
in which it was refolvcd no more to be on 
the. retreat, but to wait the enemy at a place 
called Holowfin; where they were ftrongly 
entrenched. 

The King of Sweden ftill advancing, and 
perceiving that the Ruffians were joined to- 
gether in fo great a body, and refolved to ftand 
his attack, marched againft them with the 
grcateft part of his cavalry, and all theinfan- 
h\ ^ try 
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Bo p K try he could bring up. On the i ^th oiju- 
Vil. /y he attacked the linesj^ where, afteraftrong 
y">^^^ refiftance, and upwards pf two hours dif- 
pute, the Ruffians were forced to retire, leav- 
ing fix piecps of cannpn : the Swedes loft 
nioft men ; above half of the Kings Dra- 
bants were killed, together withi thejr comr 
mander Major-general Wrangely and up- 
wards of fifty officers more; amongft whom 
was a Colonel and one of the Kings Gene- 
ral-adjutants, with near to three thoufand 
q^ij^ljjj^^foldiers killed and wounded. On the Rufr 
of Ho- fian part was killed, Major-general Wonfiver 
lowfin. j^fj^ and about twentyrfix officers more, 
with two thoufand foldiers. The King of 
Sweden did not purfue the viftory, which 
had coft him fo dear; the il«^^;^x before 
the engagement had taken care to fend away 
all their provifions and baggage. 

After this affair the King of Sweden be- 
gan to think, that he would find greater dif-: 
ficulty in arriving at the capital of Rujfia^ 
fhan he had imagined, feeing plainly that 
the Ruffians were much improven in the art 
of war ; whiqh was owing in a great mea- 
fure to his delpifing them too much, in ner 
glefting fuch favourable opportunities, which 
how too late he began to be fenfible of. 

But even yet, tliis hot and unadvifeable 
young Prince had a notable game to play, if 
he had followed right meafufes. Why 

march 
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msii'ch to Mofcow by the Ukraine which was Book 
rather the way to Conjlantinople? Was it VII. 
jhe' encouragement he met with from the ^^-^"^''^^ 
Hettmany Mazepa, who promifed to join 
him with an army of thirty thoufand Cof 
Jacks and furnifli him with provifions, g^c ? 
A weak expedient! Had the ^x\^o^ Sweden 
attacked t\it Rujfian Empire from his own^ 
frontiers, by marching againfl: Tleskow, in ncw er- 
conjunftion with General Levenhaupt, ta-'^o""*^^^ 
ken that town, which could not have held out s*^fden*s 
long, and there erefted a magazine; bycondua^ 
this means, he cQuld have marched into 
R^Jfia at the head of betwixt fixty and fe- 
yenty thoufand Swedes and been provided 
with recruits (^c. (if they had been want- 
ed) from Sweden. If he had direfted his 
march thus, the Czar with all his prudence 
and force muft have fuccumbed: the King 
of Sweden could have forced him into any 
conditions he had a mind to ; but purfuing 
his march through defarts and uninhabited 
countries, allowing his army to be cut off 
in diyifions and parties, he at laft found him^ 
felf reduced to that extremity of hunger, 
cold, and want of every thing, ths^t he was 
neither well able to fight nor fly. 

The Czar joined his army two days after 
the affair oi Holowfinj and was exceeding 
well pleafed when the Marlhal gave him th^ 
gccpunts thereof j; faying, he \yas always 

willing 



^yo Tie History of 

Bo o K willing on fuch terms to engage the cncmy^ 

VII. The King of Sweden continued fome time 

^^^^^r^ about MohHow, as much torefreflihis troops 

after fo long and fatiguing a march, as to . 

wait the arrival of the reft of his army ; and 

beginning already to be pinched for want 

of provisions, he fent orders to General 

to General Count Levenhaupt, who was then in Cour^ 

teven^ land^ to march with all ejcpedition to 

^^P*' join him with what troops, ammunition, 

and provifions he was able to bring 

along. ^ 

General Levenhaupt^ having received 
his mafter's orders, with great diligence 
marched with all the troops he could raife, 
confiftingof full fixteeh thoufand horfe, foot 
and dragoons, all natural Swedes^ with 
three months provifions for the whole 
Sivedijh army. If the King had waited 
until he had been joined by this body with 
fo great a quantity of provifions, the Czar 
had been diificulted: but this unhappy 
Prince had no patience, but muft needs pafs 
the Borijlhenes ;- wherewith the Czar was 
fo well pleafed, that he never thought of 
difputing it with him. I know not what 
opinion the Stvedijh generals had of their 
King s proceedings, but of this I am fure, 
fhat all the Ruffian generals were fully per^- 
fuaded the King with his whole army muft 
inevitably perilh, copfidcrifig the prudent 

gieafureg 
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mcafures the Czar had already taken, and Bo ok 
was relblvcd to purfue to the end. ^ VIL 

The King of Sweden croflTed the Boriji- ^^^^tkj 
henes on the 15th o£ Auguji, with his^^^^S 
whole army, and continued his march to- benes. 
wards the Sojfa^ which he likcwife crofled 
without oppofition: but at a third fmall 
river called Czarnapattay there happened a 
(harp encounter betwixt a body of the RuJ^ 
Jians, commanded by Prince Galitzin^ and 
fix of the Sivedip beft regiments, command- 
ed ^ Major-general Rofe. 

. The King oi Sweden having ordered that 
General to march with the faid regiments, 
and port himfelf to the beft advantage on * 

the batiks of Czarnapatta\ the Gzar had no 
fboner accounts of it, than he ordered Lieu- 
tenant-general, Prince 'GalitzsHj with eight 
regiments of infantry and two of dragoons, 
to fall upon this body : he came up with 
them on the 9th o^ September early, after a 
moft tedious march; and being ifavoured 
with an exceeding thick fog, he was not 
difcovered by the enemy till he was clofe 
upon them. The Swedes fought with their 
ordinary bravery, the Ruffians (being near 
two to one) attacked them with no lefs 
vigour: the battle continued until the fog 
cleared up, when the Swedes feeing them- 
felves like to be attacked on all quarters, 
made their retreat after the beft manner 

they 
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Bo o It they could, ftill making a' front towards the 
VIL Ruffians, who purfued them for a mile, but 
^'^^<^^ no further, left the King of Siveden, who 
lay with his army only a few leagues di* 
ftant, fhould have fent a reinforcement, 
"^^ In this aftion the Swedes loft fix. colours 
vorfJcd in ^^^ ^wo ftandards, with about a , thoufahd 
the firft men killed and wounded. The lofs of the 
"gage* Ruffians did not amount to above feven hun- 
dred. The Czar was fo well pleafed with 
this viftory, that he invited the generals to 
fup with him ; where he was exceeding fa- 
cetious and merry, and feemed to be no 
more in pain about his enemies. 

When the Swedes returned to their camp 
in fuch diforder and fb much diminiftied, they 
faw plainly, that they had taught the Ruf 
fians the art of war ; and, that they were 
no more invincible themfelves. 

Some days after, as the King continued 
his march, he was attacked on his left by 
the Cojfacks and Calmucks, fupported by fix 
regiments of dragoons, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-general Renn. About a hundred of 
the Swedes were killed ; amongft whom, 
were two colonels, Tanquard and Rofen*^ 
fit em : the King had on this occafion a horfe 
Ihot under him, being always amongft the 
firft to attack the enemy. 

One would think, after all thefe difad- 
yantages and loffes, that the King of aSwV- 

den 
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lien would have altered his meafures, or at 6 o o li 
Icaft waited until General Levenhaupt had VII., 
come up; who had made fuch atn expedi- v>nr>^ 
tious march, that on the 24th oi Auguft^ 
he had already got the length o^Toloczk: 
but this head-ftrong Prince, after having re-^ 
Iblved to zttzck Smolenjko^ (which, was the 
wifeft courfe he could have taken in his 
then fituation, being already within a 
day's march of that place) of a fudden ial- 
•fered his courfe, and took to the right-hand, 
towards the Ukraine^ depending no doubt on 
thc/ great promifes Mazepa had made him ; 
who had fent his favourite Bejlinsky to 
him before he had croffed the BoriJiheneSy 
affuring hijs majefty, that the Cojfacks look- 
ed upon him as their deliverer, and were 
ready to receive him with open arms ; which 
Was enough to determine him to direft hisr 
march to that country, without confidering 
that it put him ftill* at a greater diftance 
from General Levenhaupt^ who at laft ar- 
rived on the 27th of September at Slow ; 
and, after having laid bridges over theSo- 
rijihenesj pafled it the 3d of O Sober. The 
Czar being duly informed thereof, took all 
imaginable care to prevent his joining his 
mafter the King o£ Sweden, and marched 
with ten regiments of dragoons and fix of, 
infantry, befides CoJ/acks, towards Gorkj ; 
and at the fame time, ordered Lieutenant- 
VoL. h M ra^ general 
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Boo K general iJ^tt^^r, with fix regiments of dra- 
VII. goons more, to march in his rear at a little 
^-^"^-^^ diftance, to be in readinefs to join him if 
neceffary. The Czar ftill continuing his 
march, came in fight of the, enemy on the 
8th ofOS^ber^ who were encarnped on 
the banks of the fmall river Tronla : Leven^ 
haupt perceiving that the Rujfians were in 
his neighbourhood, but ignorant of their 
numbers, did not think it his bufinefs to go 
and attack them, but rather to continue his 
march towards Lefnoj and further on, till 
he fliould join his mafter, according to or- 
ders. 

Next day the Czar at the head of this 
army, confifting of about twenty thouland 
men, came up with the enemy before nine 
o'clock in the morning. So foon as the 
the Swedijh General was fenfible that the 
Rujfians were preparing to attack him, he 
drew up his army in order of battle to re- 
ceive them, and at the fame time ported 
two battallions of infantry on the fide of a . 
morafs, through which the enemy-jnuft of 
neceflity pafs, before they could come to . 
attack him : whereupon the Czar ordered 
Colonel Campbel witji his regiment of dra- 
goons on foot, (fuftained by two battalli- 
ons of the guards) to march and drive the 
enemy off from the morafs, where after a 
iharp difpute (the Rujfians attacking vigor- 

oufly) 
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o»fly) the Swedes were beat from it; after Bo o k 
which both armies were difpofed in battle VII. 
array, the Czar having extended his line v-^-;^' 
beyond that of the enemy, with: defign to ^fac!«^*' 
attack them in flank at the fame time: thei^fr^^. 
aftion as ufual, began with the artillery on ^^«/^ 
both fides, the Ruffian troops having orders 
not to fire till they were within ten or 
twelve yards of the enemy, who at the 
fame time kept up their fire: at laft the 
battle went vigoroufly on, and continued 
fo for near the fpace of an hour, till at 
length the Swedes making a forward pufti, 
the iJ«^^«/ were forced to retire, but in 
good order. Le^ienhaupt imagining they 
had got enoiigh of it, did not purfue the 
advantage, but rather defigned to continue 
his march. Lieutenant-general B<rwer ha- 
ving by this time joined the army with fik 
regiments of frefh dragoons, with thefe the 
Czar ftrengthencd his whole line ; fo that 
againft four o'clock in the afternoon, the 
battle was renewed and fought with great - 
vigour and refolution (neither fide yielding) 
till late in the night, that the Swedes were The 
pufhed and forced to retire behhid their '^'^^/''f 

♦ rrii r-i n \ worited a 

waggons.' The Czar on account ot the gain, 
darknefs of the night, could not purfue the 
yiftory, but withdrew a little back with his 
army, continuing all the night under arnxs, 
in order to fall upon the enemy by break 
M m 2 of 
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Pop JK of day and put an end to the affair; for 

VII. which he made the ncpeffary difpofitions, 

y^vN^ paufing at the lame time care to be taken 

of the wounded, and forbidding on pain of 

death his troops to ftir for pillage; having 

determined from the beginning to perifh 

with his whole army, rather than allow this 

reinforcement with fo great a quantity of 

provifions, &c. to join the King of Swe-- 

den. 

General ^^ day-light appeared, the Czar being 

Leven- jTcady tp attack the enemy, was furprized to 

^^^tL ^^^ ^^^ General Levenhaupt had marched 

off in the off 1^ th^ J^iglitj not being able to mak? 

wght, any further rcfiftance, leaying his artillery, 

ammunition and provifions, together with 

the wounded, to the mercy of the enemy. 

The Czaf ordered Lieutenant-general Flough 

in purfuit of him, with a thoufand grena^ 

diers on horfeback, apd four regiments of 

dragoons, who came up with the Swedes 

about a leagye diftant from the field of 

General ^^^^y ^^ purfued them fo clofe that they 

F/(?«fi&dc.werc forced to retire into a church-yard, at 

feats a bo- a village called Tro/>(?/^, to the number of 

f w« ^ fo^^ thoufand, and on Flough's approach 

next day. made a fign tp capitplatc : whereupon he fent 

a ILJeutenant with fix grenadiers to offer 

them quarters, but they, mofl: of them being 

drunk -with brandy, had no regard to the 

command of thefr officers, bwt fired on thp 

'. ' Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant and killed two of the grenadiers, Book 
fo that with much, ado he efcaped himfelf : VIL 
whereupon General Flough attacked them ^^-^'^^"'^ 
on all quarters, and put to the fword all 
that did not throw down their arms and afk 
mercy. (jeneral Levenhaupt had fome L^ven^ 
hours before crofled the river Lolock with^^'^'^^ 
betwixt four and five thoufand horfe and King, 
dragoons, wherewith he joined his mafter 
the King of Sweden. 

This battle was obftinately fought on 
both fides, the Swedifi army confiding of 
iixteen thoufand men; the Czar's about 
twenty-eight thoufand, befides his own pre-^ 
fence, which was worth feveral thoulands 
more. On the Swedi/h fide about an hun- 
dred officers were killed, (amongft whom 
was Major-general Stackelberg)^ and three 
thoufand eight hundred private men; two 
thoufand nine hundred vy^ere wounded durr 
ing the aftion ; and this, befides thofe who 
were killed and taken in the purfuit ; who 
amounted to about five thoufand more; 
they loft thirty-feven colours and ftandards, 
fixteen pieces of cannon, feven thoufand 
three hundred waggons, with money, pro^ 
yifions and ammunition, befides what they 
had fet fire to before their retreat. 

Of the Ruffians were kJilLed upwards of 
three thoufand (amongft whom was one Co- 
lonel, with eighty officer? of different ranks) 
' ' there 
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Book there were wounded about four thoufand, a- 
VIL mongft whom was a Lieutenant-general, the 
VvN-/ Prince of Darmjiadt (who died fome time 
after) alfo two Ruffian colonels ; Lieutenant- 
general Bower, was flightly wounded. 

The King of Sweden finding himfelf dif- 
appointed of this reinforcement, and the 
provifions, ^c. he fo much depended upon, 
direfted his march from Nifna to Orlacow 
on the river Difna, which he defigned tocrofs, 
in order to join Mazepa ; which was now 
General ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ depend on. This he endeavour- 
Cordon cd ou the 2ift of OHober, to oppofe whofe 
^^^^^^^jj^paffage Major-general Gordon was ordered, 
Rng^o/ with a battalion of grenadiers, three rcgi- 
Sivedeiiz ments of foot, with four regiments of dra- 
^^°^ goons, with eight field-pieces; with this 
' fpeciality, not to allow the enemy to crofs 
that river coft what it would : the Swedes 
having prepared in order thereto, betwixt 
thirty and forty large floats of thick trees, 
ilrongly joined together (each float contain- 
ing about an hundred men, as clofe as they 
could (land), moved forward about fix 
o'clock at night, and were fo warmly recei'- 
ved by the fire of the Ruffians , both from 
their artillery and fmall arms, that they 
were often beat back with incredible lofs: 
the fire continued from fix to eleven at night 
without intermiflion, unti|^ the Ruffians 
(their ammunition being quite-^haufted) 

were 
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were forced to retire a little way back, thcBo o k; 
enemy keeping a continued fire upon them. VII. 
The Major-general fent feveral adjutants to y^... 
the army, which lay about fev en leagues fyp^y^^j^ 
diftant, at a fmall place called Verowich^ de- makes a 
mending ammunition, and did not march s^^ **' 
off till he received Marfhal Sheremetoff\ 
orders ; then carried off his artillery, with all 
the wounded men, who Were not a few. 
Of the Kujfians were killed about eight 
hundred ; wounded near to nine hundred ; 
amongft others, the Lieutenant-colonel of 
the grenadiers, with thirteen officers more ; 
killed, a Colonel, with fixteen other officers 
of different ranks. The Swedes were com- 
puted to have loft about two thoufand, be- 
fides wounded. 

The enemy were three days in croffing 
die river with their artillery, ammunition 
and baggage; and, if his Czarifli majefty 
could have been prevailed upon to march 
with the whole army and attack the ene-' 
my before they had tranfported the half of 
their troops, which was the opinion of the 
generals, in all human probability, ^^^^^^\^^ 
had been an end of the King of Sweden at opportuni- 
this time: but he judging that the enemy ty, 
was not as yet fufficiently weakned, would 
delay giving a decifivc battle until a more 
proper occafion. 

The 
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Boole The King o? Sweden having with fuch 
VII. difficulty croffed the DifnCy ■ direfted his? 
^^y^<^^ inarch towards the dutchy of Zernico'Wy 
where the Czar had taken care to deftroy 
all the provifions and forage, before he could 
get that length. In that country, he was 
joined by the Hettman Mazepa^ but not 
as he had undertaken ; for of thirty thou- 
fand Cojfacks he had promifed to his Sivedijh 
majefty, fcarce four, or at moft five thou- 
fand marched with him; and even thefe, the 
third day after, moftly returned to the Czar, 
declaring, that they knew not where the 
Hettman was leading them, nor any thing 
of his treachery. The Czar received them 
all very well, praifing and commending 
their fidelity, and appointed with the appro- 
bation of their colonels, Mr. Scuropatjkyy 
Hettman^ in place of Mazepa^ who was 
declared traitor and burnt in effigy. 

But before we proceed farther, it may not 

be improper to give a fhort account of thi» 

man's life and charafterr 

-- n 7^^^ Mazepa was a ToUJh gentleman of 

of ^Maz!" ^^l^f^^^9 born near Bulozerkiaw, where his 

fM. eftate,' called Mazepa lay, under which de- 

fignation he went: his rtiother s name was 

Magdalena MokioJJka: in his youth he was 

page to Cafimlr King of Tolandy where? 

he got fome tinfture of letters; and^ 

having lived fometime about that King's 

court 



N 



• PETER //^ GREAT, 281 

court untill th6 Cojfacks rebelled againftfiooK 
the ctoWnofTolandy he accompanied the VII. 
crown General, to whom he was of ufe ^"^^^^"^^ 
during the rebellion, and who, finding him 
a man of parts, procured his being fent en- 
voy to the Cham of Tartarj : on his return, 
being taken prifoner by the Zaparoge CoJ^ 
facksy they fent him to their then HeWnafiy 
John Samuelowichy into whofe favour he fo 
well infinuated himfelf, that from time tO' 
time he advanced him, till at length he be- 
came his prime councellor and fecretary, be- 
ing employed in all his affairs of moment, and 
in gathering up his revenues ; fo that he be- " 
came exceeding rich, and was much efteemed 
by the Cojfacks : and as Prince Bafil Gallit- 
tin^ in Czar Meters minority (as is already 
faid), defigned the deftruftion of the two 
Czarsj then to ftep into the throne him* 
felf by marrying the Princefs Sophia, know- 
ing that the Hettman^ John Samuelo- 
ivich was a faithful vafTal of the ^ Czar's 
ahd would be a grea^ ftop to his defigns^ 
being a man of great power, as he lay 
encamped near Belgorod on the fron- 
tiers of the Ukraine^ with an army oi Cojfacks^ 
and Prince Bafil about two leagues diftant 
with the Ruffians ; the Prince fent to invite 
the old Hettmany with his fon, to come 
and dine With him, and concert meafures 
for the enfuing campaign; where being 
Vol. i.* N n come. 



r 
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Book come, Prince Ba/il made them both prifon- 
VII. ers. The HeWnan was fent into banifh- 
v^'v^^ ment, then he caufed ftrike of the fon's 
head, without other form or procefs than 
giving out that they were traitors to the 
Czar, and kept a correfpondence with 
the Turks and Tartars ; which had render- 
ed the campaign fo unfyccefsful : then, he 
eftablifhed his Minion John Mazepa, Hett- 
TitaUy as the perfon moft capable and belov- 
ed by the Coffacks. 

John Mazepa was eftablifhed Hettniany 
^nm 1687, and marched the following 
year, top;' ther with his patron, Princjp Ba- 
fil^ tov^zxd^ ^Perecop: they were as unfuc- 
cefsful as they had been the year before, 
but Prince Bap! falling into difgrace, and 
being fcnt by the Czar into banifhment, 
Mazepa had the cunning by force of pre- 
fents among the courtiers, and other arts, 
to ingratiate hiinfclf with the young Czar 
^eter; fb that he was continued Hettman: 
and in 1 605, he adiftcd the Rujftans in tak- 
ing Tiii';/, lingerie 2ind Ajiangorod on the 
BorJfihenes : in 1697 he fortified Tavan 
to that degree, that the Turks having be- 
ficgcd it with a confidcrable army, on the 
approach of the Ruffians to relieve ir, they 
not being able to take it, abandoned'the ficge. 

He married a rich widow in the Ukraifie^ 
by wham he had only one daughter, who dy-* 

ing 
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ing young, there remained of all his kindredBoo \c 
only a fifter's fon, whofe name was Obedi^ VH^ 
oivfky : this nephew he defigned for his fuc- ^^^""^^ 
ceflbr, brought him up in the army, and 
made him Governor of Ny^itij and thereaf- 
ter fent him (^Anno 1707; into Livonia aj 
the head of the Cojpicks under Marfhal She - 
remetoffy where he behaved well enough. 

Mazepa having laid down the plan of his 
revolt with the King of Sweden fome time 
ago, and carried on their correfpondence by 
ineans of his favourite Biejienjkj, who had 
been long in his fervice, and to whofe fide- 
lity he . trufted : the King undertook to 
to make him fovereign of the whole Uk- 
raine, and adjacent countries ; or (as others 
fay) his defign was to reftore Ukraine to To- 
land, together with Kiow^LVidSmo Jens ko; and 
he was to have for himfelf and his heirs 
whatfoever, the dutchies of Caurland, Seme^ 
gal and Samoitia in Ibvereignty, under the 
proteftion of Toland. Be this as it will, he 
was near eighty years old when this ambitious 
projeft poffcfled his breaft; and after the 
King 01 Sweden had croffed the Difna, he. 
called all the colonels together, and a bo- 
dy oiCo(picks\ which he thought he could 
depend upon, made a fpeech to the coloneb, 
"whereiq he fet forth the tyranny and bar- 
l^arity oi the Rujfians ; how often they had 
encroached upon the liberties and privileges 
N n :^ of 



284 The History of 

B o o K of the Cojfacks; that now they had it in theic 
VIL power to fhake off th^t yoke, and make 

^>-^^^r>j Ukraine hence foreward a foyereign, inde- 
pendent, and confequently a flourifliing na- 
tion ; which to effeftuate, he invited them 
all to march with him and join the King of 
Sweden with all their force, and fi|ht with 
him againft the perfidious Ruj[iafis, affirm- 
ing that with their joint force, they would 
oblige the Czar to grant theni the conditi- 
ons the King of Sweden had undertaken. ' 

The colonels feemed all of them much 
furprized at this fpeech, and told the Hett- 
mahy that it was what they had not as yet 
confidered, and defired to be allowed (bme 
time before they fhouldgive a direft anfwer; 
which they promifed to do in a few days, and 
took leave of the Hettman ; he .purJfuing 
his march towards the King of Sweden^ and 
they going direftly to the Czar, giving him 
an account of the whole, and promifing 
. him fidelity, faying withal, that if they had 
been able, or had had any of their troops 
Avith them, they fhould have brought Ma- 
zepa prifoner to his majefty. 

By this means, he only joined the King 
of Sweden with not much above four thou- 
fand men, who all returned the third day 
after, as is already faid ; fo that none re- 
mained with Mazepa but forty or fi^fty per* 
fons, his domeftic fervants. 

Upon 
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Upon this, the Czar ordered Prince Men- Book 
Tcekoffy with a body of twenty thoufand VII. 
men, to march and attack Baturin^ the re- ^^-^^^^^^ 
fidence of the Hettman : when Menzekoff 
came before that place, one part of the 
town refifted, but the reft opened their 
gates, without making any oppofition: then 
Prince M^^ze-^i?^ went ftraight to Mazepa' s^^ce 
palace, and befet it, expefting to find his^^^^^^ef 
treafure, but was difappointed, ^^^^p^j^d^illas 
having caufed before-hand carry all that was Baturm, 
valuable, together with a good quantity of 
provifions, to the King of Sweden s camp. 
Prince Menzekoff enraged at the difappoint- 
ment, caufed firft. pillage the whole town, 
then burnt it to afhes, to the ruin of maay 
thoufands of innocent families. • 

I could learn no other particulars con- 
cerning MazepUj but that he died at Con-^ 
Jiantinople ; and that the Czar made prefling 
inftances to the Torte to deliver him up y 
which, it is thought, would have been 
done, (tho' at firft refufed) had not his 
death interveened. 



End of the Seventh Book^ 
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THIS year 1 708, the Ruftan Ambaf- Book 
fador at London^ Mr. Matucoff^ after VIII. 
having taken his laft audience of the v.^^rv-/ 
Queen, (as he fat in his coach in the even- ^^^' 
mg, going to an aflembly) was arrefted at 
the inftancc of his banker for a debt not a- 
mountingto three hundred pounds y?^r//»g-: 
he fufpefted the Ambaffador would take 
journey without paying him. The thing 
taking air immediately, the Tortuguefe 
minifter and others went to the tavern 
where the Ambaffador was in cuftody, and 
relieved him by becoming bail for the 
fum, after he had been four hours in con- 
finement. 

Mr- 
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Book Mr. Matucoff ipfiftcd on having fatisfac- 
VIII. tion for the affront put upon the Czar his 
^^y^"^^^ raafter, in his perfon; which if refufed, he 
faid, his mafter had it in his potver to ufc 
reprifals on the Queen's minifter Mr. Whit- 
'worth at Mofcow^ ahd on the Englifl mer- 
chants, and trading people at Archangel. 
Queen WhercHpon- the Queen caufcd imprifbi> 
jtnnff ij^e banker ; but fliere being hitherto no law 
czarfatit^^ -£»§•/« W for a cafe of this nature, it gave 
iaaion. the QueeA and parliament an: opportunity 
to make one for the future in favour of 
. foreign minifters: at the fame time, her ma- 
jefty wrote a letter to the Czar, excufing the 
harfh and unprecedented ufage his Ambafla* 
dor had met with; that (he was willing 
to give all manner of fatisfadion, giving 
him at the fame time the title of Emperor ; 
wherewith the Czar was foftened, fi> that 
nothing further at this time happened upon 
it. 

. About the end o£ December ^ the Czar 
having advice from the Crown-generals of 
Poland and Lithuania^ that Stanijlaus with 
a confiderable body of Toles and Lithuani'^ 
ansy together with four thoufand Swedes^ 
commanded by General CraJJotu, were ga-^ 
f hering together, in order to attack them ; 
and that if they were not fpeedily fupplied 
with a ftrong body of troops, and money 
wherewith to pay the crown-army, which 

they 
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they wiflied might be fent them before thcB o o K 
middle of ^r/7, or they fhould not be VIII. 
able to oppofe the enemy. k^^y-^ 

Upon this the Czar, on the 26th of that The Cz^^r 
month, ordered a body to march, confifting of ^^^^^^^^^^ 
near to ten thoufand men, under the command march a- 
of General Goltz^ Liieutenant-general Prince gaJ^ftS/j. 
Galitzin, and Major-general Gordon. This '''^^'''• 
body marched from Lileditij notwith- 
ftanding the excefjive cold, and arrived at 
Kiow in the beginning of February. Ge- 1709. 
neral Goltz acquainted the crown-generals, 
that in cafe they were any ways ftraitned 
by the enemy, to direft their march to- 
wards the Tolijh Ukraine^ and that as loon 
as he could be fupplied with forage, he 
fhould march to their affiftance. 

To wards, the end of March this body, 
confifting of five thoufand eight hundred 
foot, and three thoufand fix hundred dra- 
goons', marched from Kiow into Great-To^ 
land, carrying not only provifions but fo- 
rage along. 

King Stanijlaus rightly judged, . that if 
this body were allowed- to join the crown- 
generals, who were quartered in and abouc 
Limberg, it would not be an eafy matter to 
deal with then;i : therefore it was deter- 
mined in a council of war, to give battle to 
the Ruffians, zndi cut them to pieces, firft ; 
theh to march againft the crown-generals. 

Vol. I. O Q General 
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Bo OK General Go/if z having intelligence thereof, 
VIII. marched in fo good order, and fo clofc, 
v-^^'^"^ that he was not much in pain about them ; 
^S'wtcd^ '^^^ as he marched near to a fmail place 
by General called To JkamicHj in Black-Ruffuij/it being 
^oltz. already afternoon, the enemy came in view, 
much fuperior in numbers to the Rujftans. 
Count Sapega and theWoywode of Kiow 
led on the Toles^ but being hot and impa- 
tient, they would not wait the up coming 
of the Swedijh infantry, but attacked with, 
abundance of refolution: they were how- 
ever fo warmly received by the RuJftanSy 
that in lefs than half an hour they were 
beat back, and driven upon the infantry ; 
fo that all went into confufion. The 
Swedes retreated in all hafte, and had not 
night come on, which put an end to the 
purfuit, they had been entirely overthrown : 
the Ruffian dragoons purfued them for half 
a league, and brought a Colonel with fifty 
private men prifoners into the camp. In this 
aftion were killed and wounded about four 
hundred of the enemy ; a hundred prifoners 
taken during the aftion, befides what were 
taken in the purfuit ; alfo fourteen ftand- 
ards, three pair of kettle-drums, and about 
two hundred .waggons. The Ruffians had 
cot above twenty-five • men killed and 
wounded; 

King 
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King Stanijlms and General CraJJiwy Book 
with his four thoufand Swedes^ together VIIL 
with th^ difperfed "Poles^ marched back in- ^•^^"^'"^ 
to Great-Toland: General G(?//z ftiU pur- ^';,^£^ 
fuing after them, until he joined the crown- back into 
generals at Limberg; where a council oi^reatP&m 
war being held, it was refolved to purfue the 
Swedes, and endeavour to bring them to a 
battle, or force them to leave the country. 
Lieutenant-general Prince Galitzin was re- 
called to his command of the guards, and 
Major-general Gordon ordered to command 
the infantry in Poland ; where we Ihall 
leave then^ fmd return to the King of 
Sweden. 

^ That Prince was difappointed on all fides, 
not only of the fuccours and provifions he 
expefted by General Levenhaupt, but alfo 
by Mazepa, who (as is already faid) had 
not . fifty Cojfach remaining with him ; fo 
that the King feeing all his great promifes 
come to nothing, judged at firft that he 
had impofed on him, and for fome days 
kept him under guard; but at laft,^ feeing 
with what feverity the Czar puniflied his 
friends who had been in Baturin; as alfo, 
the reducing that town to aflies, Ije camp 
to have a better opinion of him: for, tho' 
the Co/facks did not declare openly for the 
Swedes, yet under-hand they gave them ^U 
ailiftance, by furnifhing provifions as far as ^ 
O o a they 
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Book they were able : as for inftance, at Mikloiv, 

VIIL fwhere the Czar had ordered Colonel Camp- 

^^^"--^^ bel with his regiment) the Cojfacks in the 

night-time, being in concert with the King 

of Sweden^ opened their gates and allowed 

four thoufand Sivedes to take pofleflion of 

the town; where Campbel had- enough to 

do to fave himfelf, with the lofs of two 

huridrcd of his dragoons, having made all 

A new cr- the rcfiftance he was able* This gives oc- 

ZfoT ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ following refleftion : Had the 

Snvedcn. King of Sweden entered Rujfia from Livo- 

' nia^ either by Novogrod or ^lejkow^ the 

Czar would have been obliged to make ufe 

of all his force on that fide ; then the Cop 

facks would have been at freedom to aft in 

what fhape they pleafed : but his marching 

into the Ukraine undid all, the Czar' ftill 

marching before him, into the heart of the 

country, with an army at leaft double his 

number, which fo over-awed the Cojfacks^ 

that they durft not declare themfelves, but 

were fain to ly dormant : for, if they had 

not, the Czar would have burnt and de- 

ftroyed all their towns one after another, 

having thepropereftinftrument in the world 

for fuch a purpofe, namely Prince M^;/ze- 

koff^^ that being his province, where plunder 

.was to be expefted. 

The Czar The Czar was alfo fuccefsful this year 

\TnJald. ^7^9 i^ Finland: a party of the Swedes^ 

confifting 



PETER the GREAT. 293 

eonfifting of about twelve hundred men, Book 
were beat by a detachment from the garri- VIII. 
fon of St. Tetersburghy with the lofs of ^^^^^^^^ 
near half their number: after which, Ma^- 
jor-general Lubecker with a body of four 
thoufand vS''zt;e'^(?j', made a defcent on the 
idzndi Ratufary^ but was repuHed by Major- 
general Bruce, with the lofs of five hun- 
dred of his ' body killed and taken pri- 
fbners. 

The King of Siveden, notwithftanding 
all the difficulties he laboured under, and 
the unexpreffible cold, which rendered all 
warlike operations imprafticable, direfted 
his march tov/^xds Rumnie 2.v\ A Konnotdpe ; , 
where his army was fo pinched . for want 
6f provifions, that a meafure of barley- 
meal was fold at twenty-five guilders: 
thus were the Swedes ftarved with hunger , 
and cold, whilft the Rujftanshzd plenty 
of every thing, and both officers and foi- 
diers were well covered with furs; not- 
Vithftanding which, both armies as foon as 
the exceflive cold abated a little, frequently 
encountered in ftrong parties. 

General Bower, as the Swedip army lay 
betwixt Belezowa and Mopozwa, fell upon 
a party of them near to that laft named 
place ; where he killed and took prifoncrs 
near three hundred.- 

' General 
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Book General Renn {omt days after, attacked 
VIIL another party of the Sivedes near Opozwa^ 
^^'^^rsj beat them, killed and took prifoners about 

two hundred. 
The King The King o( Sweden on his march from 
vk^ltT Moporwa to Hadip, attacked a fmall town, 
dcrooliflics ill fortified (as moft of the Coffacks' towrfs 
Vopruz. 2,.^) called Vopruz ; which place the Czar 
had garrifoncd with two thoufand Rujfiansy 
under the command of Colonel Farmer^ 
where, after the Sivedej had been two fe- 
veral times repulfed, the commandant with- 
out hopes of fuccour, and not being in con- 
dition to (land a third afTault, capitulated, 
and gave up the place; which tht Swedes 
dexnolifhed. 'The Ruffians loft in the two 
attacks, a Major, (ix captains, nineteen 
lieutenants and endgns, and about three 
hundred common foldiers. The Swedes 
fuftained far greater lofs, having two colo-^ 
nels, three majors, feven captains, thirteen 
lieutenants and enflgns killed, and about 
five hundred common foldiers killed- and 
wounded : the Swedes attacked on all quar^ 
tcrs. The garrifon was allowed to march 
out with their arms, but no ammunition of 
provifions. 
Marches Though this could not but exceedingly 
ta-uM. * weaken the Swedes^ it made no impreflion oij 
their King; he continued fixed in the notion 
of forcing his way to Mofcow^ and in order 

thereto^ 
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thereto, he direftcd his march to Yukawa, Book 
much againft the opinion of his generals, VIII. 
particularly Marfhal Renpildy who ad- v>^v>^ 
vifed him to return into Black-Ruffia, a 
plentiful country, there to recruit his army 
and get every thing ready to attack the 
Czar's dominions, if he could not be pre- 
vailed upon to ofFer an advantageous peace. 
This advice the King had no regard to, but 
followed MazepaSj who told him, that in 
- Vultav/a he would find plenty of provifions, 
befides a confiderable fum of money. 

,About this time both the King of Swe-^ 
den and Mazepa wrote to King Staniflausj 
defiringhim to march into the t7^r^/«^ with 
aH the forces he could raife, and all the pro- 
vifions he poffibly could bring along: M^- 
zepa wrote further, that his prefence in the 
Ukraine would encourage the Cojfacks to 
break off from the Czar and join him ; fo 
that with their united forces they would 
compel the Czar to go into what terms they 
thought reafonable: butthefe letters fell in- 
to the Czar's hands, who after having read 
them, faid fmiling ; * He wiifhed he were 

* come, for againft that time he hoped to 

* be in condition to folemnize the feaft of 

* the three kings with a method/ 

After the King of Sweden had demolifli- 
€d the fortifications of Vopruz, and cpn- 
fuaied moft of the provifions he had found 

in 
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B o o K in it, he marched towards Tultaway a large 
VIII. but not a ftrong place, in the Ukraine^ be- 

^^^'"^'^ longing to the CoJ/acks^ fituated betwixt the 
rivers ^zel and Worjkla : here the Czar had 
a garrifon of four thoufand Ruffians. The 
King of Suueden inverted and laid a formal 
fiege to it, there being in it a magazine of pro- 
vifions, (^x. which he Very much ftood in 
need of. 

The prefcrving of Tultawa being of the 
* laft confequence to the Czar, he marched 
with his whole 5irmy to its relief, crofled 
the river Worjkla on the 20th of June^ and 
encanaped within a league of the enemy, 
who were advantageoufly and ftrongly en- 
trenched. On the 25th, the Ruffian army 
advanced within a fhort half league of the 
Swedes^ entrenched as before: on the 26th, 
the Czar accompanied with his principal 
officers, together with a flrong efcort of his 
guards, went and viewed the enemy, and 
on his return made the necefTary difpofiti- 
ons to give them battle next day. The 
King of Sweden having in like manner dif- 
pofcd matters on his fide, was not only de- 
termined to hazard the battle, but to make 
the attack. 

?pS^ The order of battle on the Ruffian fide 

^^/ "^ was thus: the Czar, though he had never 
taken the command upon him before, but . 
' at the battle o£ Le/ko, refolved to direft 

matters 



P E T E R the G Rfi A T- 297 

matters here in perfon ; under him, were Book 
the generals, Sheremetoff^ Repnin gmd Bruce: VIII. 
on his right were two Lieutenant-generals ^-^""^^^ 
Galitzin and DoJgoruky ; and on his left, 
General Allart and Lieutenant-general BeU 
ling: the body confifted of fifteen regi- 
ments of foot and three regiments of gre- 
nadiers: this was. the Emperor's particular 
command with the above-mentioned gene- 
rals. The right wing confifting of eight % 
regiments of dragoons, and three regiments 
of horfe grenadiers, was commanded by two 
Lieutenant-generals Kenn and Bower : the 
left wing, confifting of eight regiments of 
dragoons, with the Czarowich's regiment 
of guards, was commanded by Lieutenant- 
general Hinjky: Prince Menzekoff {Gcwtvzl 
of the dragoons) had no particular ftation, 
but attended the Emperor as Aid-de-camp- 
General to receive his orders. All this was 
befides the referve, which confifted of eigh- 
teen regiments more. 

The Sivedip order of battle was as fol- 
lows : the body of the army confifted of 
twelve regiments of foot, together with the 
guards ; the King in pcrfbn at their head, 
though in little capacity to aft, by reafon of 
a wound which he had received in the foot 
fome days before, in a Ikirmiih with the 
Coffacksy near to Tultawa : under him com- 
manded Marfhal Renfhild^ General Count 

Vol. I. P p Levenhaupt^ 
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Bo o K Levenhaupt^ with four Major-generals, Rofe 
VIIL Lagercrown^ Spar, and Stakelberg : the right 
^'^^'^^^ \ving Gonfifting of twelve regiments of horfe 
and dragoons, was commanded by two Ma- 
jor-generals, Creux and Slepenback: the 
left, confifting often regiments of horfe and 
dragoons, was commanded by the Major- 
generals Hamilton and Spar. • 

The King of Sweden perceiving plainly 
that the Emperor of Rujfta was now in good 
. earneft determined to give him battle, re- 
folved, as is already faid, to make the at- 
tack: accordingly, on the 27th, before day, 
he ordered three regiments of foot, with 
four regiments of horfe and dragoons, to 
fall upon the right of the Rujfians, and keep 
them in play until he could march up with 
. the army. This advanced' body was com- 
manded by the two Major-generals, Slepen- 
back aiid Rofe, who matched according to 
orders, and attacked the right wing of the 
Ruffians fo vigoroufly, that they gave way : 
the infantry It the fame time maftered two 
redoubts, horfe and foot purfuing the Ruf- 
fians fo clofe and fo far, that the Swedes 
were quite cut oflP from the body of their 
army ; and at the fame time, were fo warm- 
ly plied by the cannon from the Rujfian cn- 
trenchmcnt.s, that they were forced to re- 
tire to a low groilnd near a wood; where- 
upon^ the Czar ordered Lieutenant-general 
, . ^ ilynfky. 
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Hjnjky with five r,egiments of dragoons, and Book 
Lieutenant-general Rintzel with the like VIII. 
number of foot^ to fall upon them, which they ^^^^^^V 
did fo effeftually, that after a fharp difpute 
this body was entirely routed* and Major- 
general Slepenback made prifoner. Major- 
general Rofe vrnAt his efcape towards the 
approaches, under a rifing ground, where 
he g6t into a redoubt with fome few men, 
thinking to iave themfelves; but being clofe- 
ly purfued by General Rentzel^ who having 
furrounded the redoubt, fent a drum to 
offer them quarters; after a few minutes 
confideration they thought fit to accept 
thereof, and furrendered at difcretion. 

By this time, the Rujfian infantry were 
drawn up and formed at the head of 
their trenches, leaving only within the lines 
three battalions, under the command of the 
Colonel of artillery, Gunter^ together with 
three thouizxiAColJacks to guard it, or aft as 
occafion required. At the fame time, Colo-' ' 
nel GoloiviHy with three battalions more, was 
ordered to take pofleflion of a cloifter near 
the town, to preferve a communication 
therewith. / 

The Rujjian army having quite^ altered 
their firft difpofition, were now formed 
in two lines ; the firft confifting of ten re- 
giments of foot, with eight regiments of 
rfragoons on the right, and the like number 
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Boo K on the left, with twenty field-pieces; (the 
VIII. focond line much about the fame with the firft) 
''^y^'Tsu moving forwards towards the enemy, who at 
the fame time marched clofe againft them, and 
attacked with their wonted impetuofity ; be- 
ing formed much after the fame manner. 

About nine o'clock in the morning the 
battle began, and was fought with much 
vigour and bravery on both (ides for above 
the fpace of an hour, till at laft the Swedes 
gave way, and were fu broke, that there 
was no poilibility of continuing the battle 
any longer, the Rujfians ftill gaining ground, 
cutting them down without mercy ; fo that 
their lofs was incredible. The Swedljh ca- 
valry fuiFered confiderably, but by far, 
not fo much as the foot: they quitted the 
field in tolerable good order*. 

This was fo compleat a viftory, that few 
the like has been known, and all obtained 
by the firft line of the Rujfian army, the 
fecond never having been engaged. After 
the viftory, it was not known what was be- 
come of the King of Sweden ; he was not 
jible to ride on horfeback on account of his 
wound, and the litter in which he wa;5 
car ried^ was found broke to pieces. 

The 



t Voltaire is in a very great miftakc here, id affirming the 
SiJjedes to be bat eighteen thoufand, and that there was the 
like number of C<?^r4j; whereas they were truly full- thirty- 
five thoufand national Stvedes^ and no Cojfacks at all. 
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The Emperor ofRuffia during the wholeBo o K 
^ftion, behaved much like a General, with VIII. 
alL the vigour, bravery and magnanimity ^<^^^^ 
imaginable: he was mounted on z'TurkiJh 
horfe, moftly in the front; but moving here 
and there, where his prefence feemed moil 
jiecefTary, and encouraging his troops. 

The Swedijh infantry who fought it tQ 
the laft, fuffered exceedingly, there being 
about eight thoufand kil]ed and wounded 
on the field of battle, and in the purfuit 
three thoufand taken prifoncrs; amongft 
whom were Marfhal Renjhild^ two Major- 
generals, Stakelberg and HamtltoHy (^Slepen^ 
back and Rofe were taken before) four co- 
lonels, '^^/z. the Duke of TVirtemberg^ Aplci- 
green ^ Horn and Einjhleldj eight lieuten- 
ant-colonels, together with a vaft many o- 
ther inferior officers ; four pieces of canr- 
Jion, an hundred and iifty colours an4 
ftandards, with above four thoufand wag- 
gons. 

Cowm Tiper, the Y^ngoi Sweden's prinie 
minifter, feeing the battle loft, went toge-^ 
ther with the two fecretaries, Syderyclin and 
Duben^ with all that belonged . to the (chan^ 
eery, into Tultawa^ and delivered thenv 
felves prifoners of war. 

Of the Rufftans^ belonging to the drar 
goons, were killed. Lieutenant-colonel Laix^^ 
three majors, captains and fubalterns, ar 

bout 
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Book bout fifty-five: wounded, Lieutenant-general 
VIII. Renn^ two colonels, Chainardin 2Xid Leont- 
^^-^^"^^^ cowy three lieutenant-colonels, four majors, 
and about thirty cap'tains and fubalterns. 

Of the infantry, killed, Brigadier Fylenheim^ 
one Colonel, one Lieutenant-colonel, and 
about eighty more, majors, captains and 
fubalterns; wounded, Brigadier ^ollonjkj^ 
three colgnels, Lacy^ IngUs and Wolcow; 
lieutenant-colonels, majors, captains and 
fubalterns, about an hundred and forty: the 
. whole killed and wounded, amounting not 
to above five thouland nine hundred fifty 
and three. 

The Swedijh army being after this man- 
ner routed, Lieutenant-general Prince Ga- 
litzin^ with the guards all on horfeback, 
and Lieutenant-general Bower ^ with four 
thoufand dragoons, were ordered off dif- 
ferent ways in purfuit thereof. Prince 
Menzekoff mzrchcd next day with five thour 
fand dragoons more, who being joined by 
Bo7uer^ came up with the enemy at Vere- 
nvolochin (on the 30th) j where they found 
them drawing up on the decline of a rifing 
ground, neajr to the Borijihenes^ and were 
informed by a S-wedijh quarter-mafter, who 
was brought prifoner to (hem, that the 
King of Sweden^ together with Mazepa^ 
two raajor-generals, Horn and Spar^ with 
about five hundred of his be(t mounted 

troops. 
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troops, had . crofled the Borifthenes about Book 
three hours before; having left the com- VIII. 
mand of the army to General Count Leven-- ^-'^'^^^ 
haupt. Whereupon, Prince Menzeko^ mzrch" 
ed up nearer the enemy, and fent to the 
commanding General,, a Brigadier, to offer 
him quarters if he would furfendcr with 
the troops under his command, prifoners of 
war, fince it was not hi his power to make 
better of it; informing him at the fame 
time, that the whole Ruffian army were on 
their march with defign to attack him ; and 
that if he made any further oppofition they 
might all expeft to be put to the fword. 

General Levenhcmpt, after fome more 
than two hours deliberation, on purpofe to 
^ive his mafter the King of Sweden the 
more time to get off, fent Major-general 
Cru/s, Colonel Duker^ Lieutenant-colonel 
Trautfedder^ and General-Adjutant Doug- 
la/sj to treat with the Prince of a furrender; 
which was agreed to on the following General 
terms: that General Count Lev^nhaupt^ ^^^^'^^^^ 
together with all the troops under his com- renders to 
mand, generals, officers, and common fol- I'^^c^ 
diers, fliould give themfelves up prifoncrs of ^ J;"^^" 
war to the Emperor of Rujfia^ on thefe ^ 

conditions : 

Fir ft J That they fliould deliver up them- 
felves, horfe and accoutrements, and con- 
tinue prifoners of war until they fhould be 

relieved, 
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Book relieved, either by ranfom or exchange ; 
yill. their cloaths and alLthey had about them 
^'^^"^'^ to remain theirs unfearched. 

Secondly, Their generals and officers 
fliould be allowed their equipages and bag- 
gage; and, that in cafe of their not being 
ranfcimed or exchanged, on the concluflbn 
of a peace betwixt Rujjia and Sweden, they 
Ihould all be fet free without more ado; 
in the mean time to be well ufed ; and, that 
if any of the officers under a Colonel, were 
defirous to go to Sweden on their own pri- 
vate affairs, they fliould be allowed, oii ob- 
liging themfelves to return in a fpecificd time. 

Thirdly,' The artillery, arms, ammuniti- 
on, colours, ftandards, inftruments of war, 
'military cheft, plate and treafure belonging 
to the King of Sweden, fhould be delivered 
up to the Czar. 

Fourthly, That the rebellious Cojjacks, if 
any were, fhould likewile be delivered up : 
and for the more fecurity, this agreement . 
was figned by the commanding generals on 
both fides at Terewdochin the 30th day of 
June lyo^, fign^d Menzekojff, *C.' Leven-' 
haupt. 

There was an additional article, that the 
generals and officers fhould be allowed their 
fervants, as well as other equipages ; the com- ' 
mifTaries, fecretaries, almoners, phyficians, 
chirurgeons and regiment-writers, the like. 

After 
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After this agreement, fixtcen thoufand Book 
horfe and dragoons gave themfelves up pri- VIII. 
foners of war, to nine thou f^ind RuJ/ia^^s ; '^-^"^^"^ 
fo far matter*' were changed. But it is to 
be confidered, that the poor Swedes had 
not one mouthful of bread, nor had they 
made any tolerable meal for three days be- 
fore: all the prifoners, civil and military,* 
amounted to fixtcen thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety-five. The whole killed and ta- 
ken prifoners on this occafion, amounted to. 
about thirty-two thoufand men, befides thofc 
who made their efcape during the battle; 
and after, which came to fome thoufands 
more, (moft whereof were taken by the 
Cojfacks) all native Swedes. 

Lieutenant-general Bower crofled the2?(>- 
rijihenes -with a body of two thoufand .dra- 
goons, and the like number o^Coffacks^ in 
purluit of the King of Sweden ; but Ma-- 
zepa^ who knew the country, conduced him 
through by-ways to Oczacow^ as much for 
his own fafety as the King's. The Gover- 
nor of that town made difiiculty to allow 
them paflage over the Bog^ till he fhould 
get the commandmg Baffa's orders from 
Bender. 

The King was fcarcely got over the river 
•when the Ruffians came up, and in his 
fight, took fome hundreds of his fmall 
company prifoners: Bow^r having no or- 

Vql. L Q^q ders 
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Book dcrs to proceed further, returned with the 
VIIL prifbners to Tultawa. 
^^-^^"^^^ As Oczacow was but a fina^U ill fortified 
place, the King oi Siveden did not think 
himfelf fafe in it, but fet forward to Ben- 
der^ where he was received by the BafTa 
with all poffible refpeft, 
^. As foon as General Bower returned to 
oiSnvJden ^ultaiva^ and informed the Czar of the King 
goes to of 5uW(?«'spaffing into T«r^, his majefty 
Bender. fQf jh^jth difpatched a commiflary to Qonftan-' 
tinople^ requiring the Grand Seignior to deli- 
ver up the King of Sweden^ but particular- 
Thc ly his rebellious fubjeft Mazepa ; which the 
Grand Sultan^ by advice ot the Mufty^ would by no 
Kfufcsto n^cans yield to, it being a rule in the Alcoran 
deliver to grant p^oteftion and refuge to all who r^ 
^^ "P- pair to them in diftrefs. 

The Sivedijh prifoncrs were well ufed, the 
Czar caufing the generals dine \^ith him : a^ 
mongft other difcourfc he . afked Marfhal 
' Renjhildy how ftrong their army might be 
before the engagement ? The Marlhal an- 
fwered, that none but the King knew that 
cxaftly, but that he believed they might a- 
amount inwhole to about thirty-five thoufand 
men. The Emperor aflced further, how 
they could adventure to advance (b far int6 
an enemy's country, at fo great a diftance 
from their own, with fuch fmall numbers I 
Renjhild replied, that they were not al- 
ways 
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ways confulted, but obliged to fubmit to B o o K 
the King's orders) though often amongft VIIL 
themfelvcs, they were of different fpnti- ^-^^^^^^-^ 
ments: whereupon the Emperor prefented 
him with a fword, telling him at the fame 
time that it was in regard of his fidelity. 

After dinner the Emperor caufed diftri- 
bute the Swedijh generals amongft his own: 
Marflial Renfiild was given to Marfhal She- 
remetoff^ Count ^iper to the chancellor, • 
Go/owkirtj the Duke oiJVirtemberg^ to 
Prince Menzekoff^ General Stakelberg to Ge- 
neral Renn ; and fo on with the reft. 

Some time after the battle of Tultawdy the 
Czar having laid afide all ref^ntment againft 
King Augufius ^whether really or feem- 
ingly I know not), wrote to him after the 
King of Sweden had entered into the Uk- 
raine^ to return into Toland with his Saxon 
troops, in order to keep up his party, feve- 
ral of them having fallen off and joined his A nc^ rf. 
adverfary King5/t2;///?a«j-; whereupon, King|*^?^^ ^^ 
Augufius had a meeting with the King of czar, the 
Denmark; and they, together with the King of 
Czar's minifter, entered into a new alliance ^^^^^^L 
ofFenfive and defenfive, againft the King ofjugufiu/, 
Sweden; who had about this time publifh- 
cd a manifefto inviting the Co^acks to break 
off from the Czar, and to join their good 
Hettmany Mazepa^ promifing to free them 
from the ppprcffion of the Rajftans^ and 
Q^ cj 2 make 
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Book make them hence forward a (tec and ind/e- 
VIIL pendent people. 

^.^^rxJ This obliged the Czar to publifli a coun- 
publifhc"^ ter manifefto, wherein he made appear to 
a manifefto the Co[facks that the King of Sweden had 
in oppofi- pjQ other defign, but to make them flaves 
King'of ^ to the traitor Mazcpa ; which he would 
Snvedtn's. take careto prevent, and continup them 
always a free people; that the old men ftill li- 
ving, had not forgot the cruelties and hard- 
(hips they had met with from the Toles^ until 
his father of glorious memory, Czar Alexis 
Michaeloivichj took them under his pro- 
teftion ; with a great deal mdre to this pur- 
pofc, which would be tedious to infert. 

The Czar fhewed abundance of regard 
to all the Sivedijh officers, but in particu- 
lar to the Duke of Wirtemberg; he not 
only caufcd deliver him his fword, but al- 
fo give him his full liberty: but this young 
Prince, partly through cold, fatigue and bad 
accommodation, on his return to Germany^ 
The DukQ fickened and died of a violent fever at 
ot iVir^^ Zubno in Volinia, where his Czarifli majefty 
dclihf^ caufcd him be interred, with all the mag- 
nificence and ftate due to his rank ; fent his 
heart to the dutchcfs his mother, with his 
compliments of condolance, by Colonel 
Brucki:^da!y one of his General-adjutants, 
The Dutchefs to prefcrvc to futurity the me- 
mory of fo great .clemency, and gcnerofir 

ty; 
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ty ; caufed ereffc at Stutgard a monument of Boo K 
marble, which in fo far as it regards the VIIL 
Emperor Teter the Great, is as follows; wv 

Magnus enim Mofcovise Cafar 
PETRUS ALEXIUS, 

Virtutis in hofte quoque ajiimator^ 

^rincipi ftniul ac vife 

Lsbertatem mox reddidit^ 

Omnetnque dum vixit habuit honor em:' 

Et pojiquam vivere dejtit^ 

j^rdenti febre ipjo in itinera correptus, 

Fatum tanti principis /oluity 

Splendidafque ei exequias fieri jujfit 

DubnovisB in Volhynia. c^^. 

After the above furprifing viftory, there Great «. 
appeared all over i?^«^^ exceeding great re-Jo»c»"g« 
joicings; and as foon as the accounts there- ^^^^^y^j^ 
of came to the Czarowich at Mofcow^ he Pultanva. 
caufed invite a great many petfons of the 
higheft rank to fup with him; where, after 
the healths of the Emperor and generals had 
gone round, a magnificent fire-work was 
prcfentcdy which continued till paft mid- 
night. Next day all the foreign minifters 
went to court, and made their compliments; ; » 
^vhere they were entertained: then a gene-r 
ral feftival was appoinjied all over the city, 

to 
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Bo OK to continue fourteen days, during which 

VIIL time, the women were allowed to ring the 

^-^>^^ bells over all the churches of the town ; a 

thing never permitted but on the week be* 

fore EajieVy and until ^afemodo. 

As often as the Governor of Mofcowy 
Prince Yagarin entertained, (which was ftcrf 
quently) he beftowed on the populace, 
malt-fpirits, beer and mead, in abundance. 
Above the great entry of his palace, the 
Emperor's effigies was ercfted with the foK 
fowing infcription illuminated. 

InvlBiJfimo ^ felicijfimo imperatori^ 

Petro magna j frincipi optimoj 

IP to, felici ; qui proprio marte Sweco$ 

Omnes ad Pultauam ^ Boriftinem 

Fudit. D. 27, Junii i/opt 

The Ruffian minifters at foreign courts 
were not deficient in making their beft ap- 
pearance, efpecially at the Hague, and at 
the courts of Denmark and Trujfta. 

But to return to the Czar and his vifto-» 
rious army : after the battle of Tultauua, a 
great council of war was held, wherein it 
was refolved, that all the regiments both of 
foot and dragoons, fhould be forthwith re^ 
cruited, and the army divided into three 
bodies ; that Marfhal Sheremetoff, with thir- 
ty 
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ty thoufand men, fhould march through Bo ok 
Lithuania into Livonia ; Lieutenant-general VIII. 
Prince Galitzen fhould attend the Czaf into ^^^^"^"^ 
Tolandj with the guards and ten thoufand 
dragoons; General AUart^ with General 
Prince Repnin, fhould continue on the fron- 
tiers of Folinia, with the regiments both of 
. foot and dragoons, which had fufFered moft 
in the aftion, to obferve the motions of the 
Turks and Tartars^ and to keep all right a* 
mongft the Cojfacks. 

To go back a little into Toland^ General 
Goltz^ together with the crown-generals, 
about the middle of Majy, marched from 
Limberg in purfuit of King Stanijlaus and 
General Crajfow^ but could never come up 
with them : at laft, finding themfelves fo hard 
put to it, and hunted up and down, General 
Crajfow with his Swedes retired into Sive- 
dip Vomerania. King Staniflaus continued Stanijlatu 
ftill in Toland,^ but rather incognito than atp^Jj^J 
the head of a body of troops to oppofe his 
enemies: after which. General Go//z march- 
ed back into Black-Rujjia^ to a place called 
Vganow, where he lay encamped until he 
got the iaccounts of the battle of Tultawa. 
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